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INTRODUCTION. 


THE following fmall collection of evidence in 
fupport of religion and virtue, is produced to 
public view, with a hope that it may prove in- 
ftrumental to excite ferious refle@ions on the 
unfatisfying and tranfitory nature of temporal 
enjoyments ; and to promote a lively concern for 
the attainment of that felicity which will be fure, 
complete, and permanent. 


Piety and virtue, even when abftractedly»con- 
filered, are truly amiable, and appear worthy of 
our earneft purfuit ; but when recommended by 
the lives and teftimonies of eminent perfons, who 
have known the world, and experienced the emptis 
nefs of its honours, wealth, and pleafures, they 


derive additional. weight, and conftrain us to 
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acknowledge, that the greateft happinefs of man 
is to be found in religion. 


Amongwt the many favours which .a wife and 
gracious Providence has conferred upon mankind, 
may be numbered this important one, that in every 
age and country, perhaps in almoft every little 
diftrict throughout the earth, he has placed fome 
of his faithful fervants, or returning prodigals, to 
bear witnefs of his power and goodnefs, and to 
encourage others to a life of purity, piety, and 
beneficence. 


The following pages exhibit a few of thofe 
ftriking examples, which, in the quiet hour of re- 
flection, may contribute to-arreft the carelefs and 
wandering, to animate the fincere and virtuous, 
and to convince or difcountenance thofe who have 
been unhappily led to oppofe the higheft truths, 
and to forfake the fountain of all their bleffings. 


A number of our fellow-creatures, of different 
periods, countries, and conditions in life, ftanding 
on the confines of mortality, and bearing a uni- 
form and undifguifed teftimony to the power and 
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excellence of religion, prefents.a folemn.and in- 
terefting fpectacle. With the profpec. of im- 
mortality before them, and no longer influenced 
by thofe concerns and paffions whicly obfeure the 
underftanding and harden the heart, they muft 
be fuppofed to view their obje&ts through. a pro- 
per medium, and to fpeak the language of truth 


and fobernefs. 


May the important teftimonies of thefe preach- 
ers of righteoufnefs, lead us to juft and feafon- 
able reflections on the ftate of our own minds, 
and to a fincere and reverent application to the 
greateft and beft of Beings, for the aid of his 
Holy Spirit, to enlighten and animate us, and to 
conduc us fafely through the paths of life! May 
his gracious protection be witneffed at the clofe 
of our day, when the fhadows of the evening fhall 
approach, the glittering vanities of the world be 
obfcured, and all its friendfhips and refources be 


found unavailing ! 


In that awful hour, this: divine fupport will 
-not only preferve us from being diftreffed with 
A 2 
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“mournful retrofpects on the paft, or with gloomy 
apprehenfions of what is to come; it will alfo 
afford true peace and: trefignation. of mind, and 
enable us to look forward, with animating hope, 
towards thofe happy regions of tranquillity and 
joy, which {hall then be allotted for our perpetual 


inheritance. 


| 


Advertisement. 


THE tenth edition of this book has undergone 


confiderable alterations. Twenty-two characters, 
comprifing near a hundred pages, have been 
added to the work ; and a few paflages of inferior 


importance, or not immediately connected’ with 


the defign of it, have been omitted. Almoft 


_ every former piece has been augmented by ex- 


planatory matter; and the language, throughout, 
carefully corrected. The work is divided into 
chapters, and the pieces arranged according to the 
order of time. In its prefent {tate, the compiler 
trufts the book will prove more acceptable to 
perfons of mature years, and be found calculated 


for the benefit of many in younger life. Asit © 
F Ais ftriking and animating views of piety and 
_jf vistue, and ftrongly recommends the Chriftian 


religion, he hopes that inftructers of youth will 
deem it a fuitable book to be read, occafionally, 


Vill ADVERTISEMENT. 


by the higher claffes of their pupils. It is of the 
greate{t importance to imprefs young minds with 
favourable fentiments. of religion and goodnefs ; 
and to make them feel that every other attain- 
ment ought to be fubordinate to a preparation 
for future happinefs. 


To render the work: more inftruCtive, “as well 
as more interefting, to youth, the compiler, has 
introduced into this. edition,. many- important 
moral fentiments, and a confiderable portion of 
ufeful biographical information... 'Thefe, intro- 
duétory natratives will, he trifts, be found. inti- 
mately connected with the chief defign jof: the 
work. They gratify curiofity refpeQing the ge- 
neral charaéter of the perfons whofe folemn fen- 
timents are exhibited; they confer additional im- 
portance on the teftimonies.in favour of religion ; 
and they relieve the mind from the effec which 
a fucceflion of deeply ferious matter would 
occafion. 
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POWER OF RELIGION, &c. 


CHAPTER. I. 


SOB. SOLOMON. GYRUS. CONFUCIUS. SOCRATES. 


IGNATIUS. POLYCARP. LOUVIS IX. KING OF 


FRANCE. POPE EUGENIUS.. GARDINAL BEAU- 
FORT. CESAR BORGIA., 


JOB. 


‘Sur venerable patriarch Job was fo eminent 
an inftance of the power of religion on the mind, 
under the moft trying afflictions, that a fhort ac- 
count of him may properly introduce thefe me- 


mMoirs. eo 


This virtuous man, in the firft part of his days, 
was “the greateft of all the men of the Eaft.” 
His poffeffions were large; his family was nu- 
_merous and flourifhing ; his own character was 

fair and blamelefs : yet this perfon it pleafed God 
to vifit with extraordinary reverfes of fortune. 
Be 


4 
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He was robbed of his whole fubftance. His fons 
and daughters all perifhed; and he himfelf, fallen 
from his high eftate, childlefs and reduced to po- 
verty, was {mitten with fore difeafe. His friends 
came about him, feemingly with the purpofe of 
adminiftering comfort; but, from a harfh and 
ill-founded conftruction of the intention of Provi- 
dence, in his difafters, they only added to his for- 
rows by unjaft upbraiding. 


In diftrefs fo poignant, what was the tem- 
per of this good man? Fully perfuaded that 
all bleffings come from God, who has a right 
to withhold, or diftribute them, as he fees beft, 
he pioufly exclaims, “ The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away ; bleffed be tlie name of 
the Lord !” 


To his other calamities this domeftic affliction 
was added, that his wife, who ought to have 
foothed and alleviated his forrows, provoked his 
indignation, by an impious fpeech, What firm- 
nefs and refignation are marked in his anfwer 
to her! “ Thou fpeakeft as one of the foolifh 
women fpeaketh. What! fhall we receive good 
at the hand of God, and fhall we not receive 
evil?” Though he forcibly felt the deplorable 
condition to which he was reduced, and moft 
pathetically deferibed and bewailed it, yet no 
doubt of Divine Goodnefs, no murmur againtt 
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Providence, was fuffered to rife in his mind. 
“Tn all this Job finned not with his lips, nor 
charged God foolifhly.” 


At length, the goodnefs of that God whom he 
ferved, and who had fecretly fupported him 
under all his fufferings, broke forth upon him 
with increafed energy; and, like a cheering fun, 
difperfing the furrounding gloom, again glad- 
dened bis heart with returning peace and profpe- 
rity. His riches were reftored to him twofold. 
The lofs of his former children was repaired by a 
new offspring. His name became again renowned 
in the Eaft; “ and the latter end of Job was more 
bleffed than the beginning.” 


SOLOMON. 


SOLOMON is one of the moft interefting and 
extraordinary characters mentioned in the facred 
Scriptures. The advice which this prince received 
from his father David, a fhort time before his 
deceafe, is very remarkable; and doubtlefs made. 
a deep impreffion on his mind: “ Thou, Solomon, 
my fon, know thou the God of thy fathers; and 


ferve him with a perfe@ heart, and with a willing, 


mind: for the Lord fearcheth all hearts. If thou 


~ feck him, he will be found of thee ; but if thoa. 
forfake him, he will caft-thee off for ever.” 
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This king having made a great and folemn 
offering to God, foon after his acceffion to the 
throne, the Lord was well pleafed with his piety 
and zeal; and defired him to “ afk what he 
fhould give him.” This wife prince, humbled 
under the fenfe of the goodnefs:of God to him, 
and of his incapacity to govern fo numerous a 
people, declared that “ he was but a little 
child :” and, inftead of riches, and honour, and 
length of days, he defired that God would 
beftow upon him wifdom and knowledge, that 
he might prudently and happily rule the nation 
over whom he had placed him. This choice was 
fo much*approved by the Almighty, that he gave 
him a wife and underftanding heart, and added 
riches and honour to the gift. 


Solomon was directed by God to build him a 
temple at Jerufalem ; and this order he faithfully 
executed. The prayer which he made at the 
dedication of this grand edifice, breathes the moft 
devout and bumble difpofition, and the moft 
ardent defire for the true happinefs of his people. 
One can fcarcely ever perufe it, without feeling a 
degree of that pious ardour, which pervaded and 

“animated the breaft of the royal fupplicant, on 
this folemn occafion. 


This illuftrious prince, at one period of his life, 
flattered himfelf with great enjoyments from the 
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world. He fought for and obtained all the theans 
of pleafure ; but found himfelf, in the end, 
greatly difappointed.. The refult of this fearch 
and experiment, he gives us, in thefe memorable 
lines. “ I faid to my heart, I will prove thee 


_with mirth; therefore enjoy pleafure ; and, be-- 


hold! this alfo is vanity. I made great works,- 
built houfes, planted vineyards, made gardens 
and orchards, and planted trees in them of all 
kinds of fruits. T procured fervauts and maidens. 
I gathered filver and gold, and the peculiar 
treafure of kings: T obtained men’ and women 
fingers, and the delights of the fons of men, as’ 
mufical inftruments,- and thofe of all forts.. So 
was ereat,-and increafed more than all:that were’ 
before me in Jerufalem :' and whatever my eyes: 
défired, I kept not from them ; I withheld not 
my heart from any joy:. Then I looked on the 
works which my hands had wrought; and, be-- 
hold !! all-was vanity: and: vexation of {pirit.”” 


After this full perfuafion, that’ real happinefs' 
was not'to be found in fenfual pleafure or worldly 
honours, he concludes with folemnly recommend- 
ing piety and virtue as the great objects for which 


we were brought into being; and which will not 


oO? 


only yield the beft enjoyments of life, but will fup- 

port us in that day when we muft make up our 

final account: “Fear God, and keep his command-- 

ments. This is the whole duty of man.» For-God! 
Bas 
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vill bring every work into judgment, whether it 
be good, or whether it be evil.” t 


“When we reflect,” fays Dr. Blair, “ on the 
character of him who delivered thefe fentiments, 
we cannot but admit that they deferve a ferious 
and attentive examination. For they are not the 
declarations of a pedant, who, from an obfcure 
retirement, declaims againft pleafures which he 
never knew. They are not the invectives of a 
dijcontented man, who takes revenge upon the 
world, by fatirizing thofe enjoyments which he 
fought in vain to obtain. They are the conclu- 
fidns of a great and profperous prince, who had 
once given full fcope to his defires; who was 
thoroughly acquainted with life in its moft flatter- 
ing: fcenes ; and who now, reviewing all that he 
had enjoyed, delivers to us the refult of long ex- 
perience, and tried wifdom.? ® 


CYRUS. 


CYRUS may juftly be confidered as the mot 
accofoplithed prince that we read of in profane 
hiftory. He was poffefled of wifdom, moderation, 
magnanimity; a genius for forming, and prudence 
for executing, the greateft defigns. Of this ex- 
traordinary perfon, the Almighty faid; “ He if 
“my fhepherd, and (hall perform all my pleafure:” 


~ 
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and he was accordingly made ufe of as an emi- 
nent inftrument to punith wicked nations, and 
to promote the Divine will refpecting the chil- 
dren of Ifrael. 


When this great prince perceived the approach 
of death, he ordered his children and the chief 
officers of ftate to be affembled around him. On 
this occafion the influence of religion on his heart 
was very-confpicuous. He folemnly thanked the 
Supreme Being for all the favours he had-con- 
ferred upon him, through the courfe of his life ; 
implored the fame care and proteétion for his 
children, his country, and his friends; and de- 
clared his eldeft fon, Cambyfes, his fucceffor, 
leaving the other feveral very confiderable go- 
vernments.. He gavé excellent inftructions to both 
of them. He obferved, that the chief ftrength 
and fupport of the throne, was not vaft extent of 
country, number of forces, nor immenfe riches ; 
but juft veneration towards God, good under- 
ftanding between brethren, and the acquifition of 
true and faithful friends. “ I conjure you, there- 
fore,” faid he, “ my dear children, in the name of 
Heaven, to refpe& and love one another, if you 
retain any defire to pleafe me for the future. 
For I do not think you will judge me to have no, 
exiftence, becaufe you will not fee me after. my 
death. You have never yet feen my foul: you 

mult, however, have known by its actions, that 
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it really exifted. Can you believe, that honours 
would {till be paid to perfons, whofe bodies are 
now but afhes, if their fouls had no longer any 
being or power? No, no, my fons; I could never 
believe that the foul lived only whilft in a mortal 
body, and died when feparated from it.. But if 
I miltake, and nothing of me fhall remain after 
death, fear the Deity, who-never dies; who fees 
all things, and whofe power is infinite. Fear 
him ; and let that fear prevent you from ever 
doing, or deliberating to do, any thing’ contrary 
to religion and virtue.. Next to him, fear man.- 
kind, and the ages to come. You cannot be 
buried in’ obfcurity: you are expofed’ upon a 
grand theatre to the view of the world. If your 
actions are upright and benevolent, be affured’ 
they will augment your power and glory. With 
regard to my: body, my fons, when life has for- 
faken it, enclofe it neither in gold nor filver, nor 
in any other matter whatever. Reftore it im- 
mediately to the earth.” Perceiving himfelf to 
be at the point of death, he concluded with 
thefe words: “ Adieu, dear children!’ May your 
lives be happy! Garry my laft remembrance to 
your mother. And you, my faithful friends, 
thofe abfent as well as thofe that are prefent, re- 
ceive this laft farewell! May you live in peace !” 
After he had faid this, he covered his face and 
died, greatly lamented by the nations over whom 
he had reigned. 


(9: Guidi) 
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CONFUCIUS. 


CONFUCIUS, the celebrated Chinefe philofo- 
pher, was born in the kingdom of Lou, 551 years 
before the Chriftian era. When a child, he had a. 
grave and ferious deportment, which gained him 
refpea, and plainly foretold what he would one 
day be. But he was moft diftinguifhed by his 
unexampled and exalted piety. He honoured his 
relations ; he endeavoured in all things to imitate 
his grandfather, who was then alive in China, and 
a very pious man: and it was obfervable, that he 
never eat any thing, but he proftrated himfelrf 
upon the ground, and offered it fir{t to the Su- 
preme Lord of heaven. One day, while he was a 
child, he heard his grandfather fetch a deep figh; 
and going up to him, with much reverence, “‘ May 
I prefame,” faid he, “ without lofing the refpect I 
owe’ you, to inquire into the occafion of your 
grief? Perhaps you fear that your pofterity will 
degenerate from your virtue, and difhonour you 
by their vices.” “ What put this thought into 
your head,” faid the old man to him ; “ and where 
have you learned to fpeak after this manner ?” 
“From yourfelf,” replied Confucius: “I attend 
diligently to you every time you fpeak; and I 
have often heard you fay, that a fon, who does 
not by his virtue fupport the glory of his ancef 
tors, does not deferve to bear their name.” 
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At twenty-three years of age, when he had 
gained a confiderable knowledge of antiquity, 
and acquainted himfelf with the laws and cuftoms 
of his country, he projected a {cheme for a gene- 
ral reformation of manners. Wifely perfuaded 
that the people could not be happy, fo long as 
avarice, ambition, voluptuoufnels, and falfe policy 
reigned amongit them, he thought it incumbent 
upon him to recommend a fevere morality; and, 
accordingly, he began to enforce temperance, 
juttice, and other virtues; to infpire a contempt 
of riches, parade, and fplendour ; and to excite 
fuch an elevation of mind, as would render men 
incapable of diffimulation and infincerity. In 
fhort, he ufed all the means he could think of, to 
redeem his countrymen from a life of pleafure to. 
a life of reafon. He was every where known, 
and as univerfally beloved : his extenfive learning 
and great wifdom, foon made him known ; his 
integrity and the f{plendour of his virtues, made 
him beloved. Kings were governed by his coun- 
fels, and the people reverenced him as a faint. 
The good effeéts of his example and admonitions 
were, however, but temporary. He lived in 
times. when rebellion, wars, and tumults raged 
throughout the empire. Men had little leifure, 
and: lefs inclination, to liften to his philofophy: 
for, as we have obferved, they were ambitious, 
avaricious, and voluptuous. Hence he often met 
with ill-treatment and reproachful language, and: 
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it is faid that confpiracies were formed againft 
his life: to which may be added, that his negle& 
of his own pecuniary interefts had reduced him 
to extreme poverty. Some philofophers among 
his contemporaries were fo affected with the fad 
{tate of things, that they retired into the moun- 
tains and deferts, thinking that happinefs could 
no where be found, but in feclufion from fociety. 
They, in vain, endeavoured to perfuade Confucius 
to follow their example: “I am a man,” faid he, 
“ and cannot feparate myfelf from the fociety of 
men, and confort with beafts. Bad as the times 
are, I {hall do all I can to recall men to virtue; 
for in virtue are all things. If mankind would 
but embrace it, and fubmit themfelves'to its dif- 
cipline and laws, they would not want nie, or any 
body elfe, to inftruét them. It is the duty of a 
teacher firft to perfe& himfelf, and then to per- 
fe& others. Human nature came to us from 
Heaven pure and without defe@; but in procefs of 
time, ignorance, the paffions, and evil examples, 
corrupted it. Reformation confifts in reftoring 
it to its primitive beauty: to be perfect, we muft 
re-afcend to the point from which we have fallen. 
Let us obey Heaven. Let our reafon, and not 
our fenfes, be the rule of our condua : for reafon 
will teach us to think wifely, to fpeak prudently, 
and to behave ourfelves worthily upon all oc- 
. cafions.” : 
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Confucius did not ceafe to travel about, and do 
all the good in his power. He gained many dif 
ciples, who became ftrongly attached both to his 
perfon and his doétrine. Thefe he fent into 
different parts of the empire to promote reforma- 
tion of manners amongf{t the people. ©All his 
inftructions were enforced’ by his own example. 
He was remarkable for his gravity and fobriety, 
his rigorous abftinence, his contempt of ‘riches, 
and what are commonly called the goods of this 
life ; for his continual attention and watchfulnefs 
over his actions; and, above all, for his unafteéted 
modefty and humility. He is faid to have lived 
three years in retirement; and to have {pent the 
Jatter part of his life in forrow. A few days 
before his laft illnefs, he told his difciples, with 
tears in his eyes, that he was overcome with grief 
at the fight of the diforders which prevailed in the 
empire: “ The mountain,” faid he, “ is fallen, 
the high machine is demolifhed, and the fages are 
all led.” His meaning was, that the edifice of 
perfeétion, which he had endeavoured to raife, 
was entirely overthrown. He began to languifh 
from that time; and a few days before his death 
exprefled himfelf thus: “The kings reje& my 


maxims; and fince I am no longer ufeful on the. 


earth, L ought not to regret leaving it”? After 
thefe words, he fell*into a lethargy ; and, at the 
end of feven days, expired in the arms of his dif- 


’ ciples, in the feventy-third year of his age. Upon — 


‘ 
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the firft hearing of his death, the prince who then 
reigned in the kingdom of Lou, could not refrain 
from tears: “God is not fatisfied with me,” cried 
he, “ fince he has taken away Confucius.” 


Wife and good men are indeed precious gifts, 
with which heaven blefles the earth; and their 
worth is feldom juftly appreciated till after their 
deceafe. Confucius was lamented by the whole 
empire.- He was honoured as a faint; and-fo 
high.a veneration was entertained for his memory, 
that,it will fcarcely ever be effaced in thofe parts 
of the world. 


SOCRATES. 


SOCRATES, the greateft of the ancient hea- 
then philofophers, was born about 467 years before 


the Chriftian era. His fentiments and condud Sh, 


were, in many refpects, very excellent, and com- 
mand our admiration. He was bleffed with extra- 
ordinary talents, which were improved by all the 
Jearning that the age in which he lived could 
afford: and he appeared at Athens under the 
refpectable character of a good citizen, a true 
philofopher, and a wife inftructer. 


- Convinced that philofophy is valuable, not as it 
furnifhes curious queftions for the {chools, but as 
‘it provides men with a law of life, Socrates cen- 
fured his predeceflors for {pending all their time 
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in abftrufe refearches into nature, and taking no 
pains to render themfelves ufeful to mankind. 
His favourite maxim was, ‘ Whatever is above 
us, does not concern us.” His great object in all 
his conferences and difcourfes, was, to lead men 
into an acquaintance with thémfelves ; to con- 
vince them of their errors; to infpire them with 
the love of virtue ; and to furnifh them with ufe- 
fol moral inftructions. In thefe benevolent la- 
bours, he was indefatigable. He communicated 
his inftructions, not only when he was in the 
clair, and at fet hours of difcourfe, but even 
in his amufements ; when he was at his meals, in 
the camp or market ; and, finally, when he was in 
prifon: thus making every:place a {chool of virtue. 


Through his whole life this good man dif 
covered a mind fuperior to the attra@ions of 
wealth and power. Contrary to the general 
practice of the preceptors of ‘his time, he in- 
{truéted his pupils, without receiving from them 
any gratuity.. He frequently, refufed rich pre- 
fents. The chief men of Athens were his ftew- 
ards: they fent him provifions, as they apprehend- 
ed he wanted them. He took what his prefent 
neceffities required, and returned the reft. Ob- 
ferving, at a particular time, the numerous ar- 
ticles of luxury which were expofed to fale at 
Athens, he exclaimed ; “ How many things are 
here which I do not want!” 


ed 
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His intrepid virtue, and the feverity with 
which he reproved vice, produced the hatred of 
men whofe principles and condu&t were the re- 
verfe of his own. He was malicioufly accufed of 
corrupting the youth, and of defpifing religion; 
and was, with fingular injuftice, condemned to 
die. Before the trial, his chicf accufer fent him 
a private meflage; affuring him that if he would 
defift from cenfuring his condudt, the accufa- 


tion fhould be withdrawn. But Socrates refufed 


to comply with fo deprading a condition; and, 
with his uftal integrity, replied; “ Whilf I live 


I will never difguife the truth, ter’ {peak other- 


wife than my: duty requires.” 


After the fentence was paffed, he was fetit to 
prifon, where he lay in fetters thirty days. In 
this long interval, with the profpe@ of death 
colitinually before himh, he did not ceafe to enjoy 
that profound tranquillity of mind, which his 
friends had always adiniréd in him. He enter. 
tained them with the fathe cheerful temper, that 
he had ever manifefted : and Crito obferves, that 
the evening before his death, he flept as peace- 
fully as at any other tinie. On the day affigned 
for him to die, his friends repaired early to the 
prifon. They found him, with his chains off} 
fitting by his wife who held one of his children 
ix hér-arms. As foon as fhe perceived them, 
fhe made the prifon refound with her cries. 
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Socrates; that the tranquillity of his laft moments 
might not be difturbed by her unavailing la 


_ mentations, requefted that fhe’ might be con- 


duéted home. With the moft frantic expreffions 
of grief the left the prifon. 


An interefting converfation then paffed be- 
tween Socrates and his friends, which chiefly 
turned uponethe immortality of the foul. In the 
courfe of this converfation, he expreffed his dif 
approbation of the praétice of fuicide ; and affur- 
ed his friends that his chief fupport, in his prefent 
fituation, was an expectation, though not un- 
mixed with doubts, of a happy exiftence after 
death? “It would be inexcufable in me,” faid 
he, “to defpife death, if I were not perfuaded 
that it will conduct me into the prefence of the 
gods, who are the moft righteous governors, and 
into the fociety of juft and good men: but I de- 
rive confidence from the hope, that fomething of 
man remains after death ; and that the condition 
of good men will then be much better than that 
of the bad.” 


Towards the clofe of the day, he retired into 
an adjoining apartment to bathe; his friends in 
the mean-time, exprefiing to one another their 
grief at the profpect of lofing fo excellent a 
father, and being left to pafs the reft of their 
days, in the folitary ftate of orphans. After a 
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fhort interval, during which he gave foie ne- 
ceflary inftru@ions to his domeftics, and took 
his laft leave of his: children, the attendant of the 
prifon informed him, that the time for drinking 
the poifon was 'come.. The executioner, though 
accuftomed to fuch fcenes, fhed tears as he pre-- 
fented the fatal cup.. Socrates received it without 
change of countenance, or the leaft degree of 
perturbation. Then offering tip a prayer, that he 
might have -a profperous paflage into the in- 
vifible world, with perfe&: conipofiire he fwal- 
lowed the poifonous draught. His friends around: 
him burit into tears: Socrates alone remained 
unmoved. He upbraided their pufillanimity, and: 
entreated them to exercife a manly: conftancy- 
worthy of the friends of virtue... “ What: are- 
you doing?” faid he to them, “ I wonder at 
you. O! what is become of your virtue? was it 
not for fear of their falling into thefe weakneffes 
that I fent away:the women? I have always beard: . 
that we onghi to die peaceably, and -bletfing the: 
gods. “Be at eafe, 1 beg of you ; and thew more: 
firmnefs and refolation.” He continued walking 
til] the chilling operation of the hemlock obliged 
him to lie down upon his bed... After remaining 
a fhort time in this firuation, -he covered hinfelf 
with his cloak,-and expired. Such was the fate 


of the virtuous Socrates! “A ftory,” fays Cictiro,. 


which I never réad without tears.” °i2)-: 
Gr gah 


a SOCRATES. 


It was not till fome time after the death of 
this great man, that the people of Athens per- 
ceived their injuftice, and began to repent of 
it. Their hatred being fatisfied ; their prejudices 
removed; and time having given them an ops 
portunity for reflection, the notorious iniquity 
of the fentence appeared in all its horrors. | No- 
thing was heard throughout the city. but dif- 
courfes in favour of Socrates. The Academy, 
the Lyceum, private houfes, public walks, and 


market-places, feemed ftill to re-echo the found of . 


his loved voice. “ Here,” faid they, “ he formed 
our youth, and taught our children to love their 
country, and to honour their parents. «In this 
place, he gave us his admirable leffons, and 
fometimes made us feafonable reproaches, to 
engage us more warmly in the purfuit of virtue. 
Alas! how have we rewarded him for fuch im- 
portant fervices!” Athens was in univerfal 
mourning and confternation. The fchools were 
fhut up, and: all exercifes fafpended. The ac- 
culers were punifhed for the innocent blood they 
had caufed to be fhed; and the- regard and 


gratitude of the Athenians towards this excellent 


man, rofe to the higheft degree of veneration. 
2st 
Many other inftances might have been given, 
ef heathens who, by their aétions and difcourfes, 
appear to have been under the influence of re- 
figion ; but, in paganifin, we find light fo mixed 
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with darknefs, religion and truth fo blended with 
fuperftition and error, that the minds of Chriftians 
will be lefs edified by examples of this kind, than 
by thofe which exhibit piety and virtue, enlighten- 
ed by the rays of the gofpel, and animated by the 
affurance it gives of a happy immortality. We 
fhall therefore confine ourfelves, in the fucceeding 
pages of this work, to inftances of the power of 
religion on the minds of perfons who have lived 
under the Chriftian difpenfation. | 


It is, however, a fource of thankfulnefs to 
the ferious and benevolent mind, to believe that 
the Divine Goodnefs extends itfelf towards the 
upright in heart of every age and every country. 
All mankind are,: indeed, the children of one 
beneftcent Parent, who will judge them by the 
Jaw which it has pleafed him to afford them. 
But whilft we indulge this charitable fentiment, 
it behoves us, who, as Chriftians, are diftingnifh- 
ed by fuch eminent advantages, to improve them. 
faithfully, to the honour of the Great Giver, the 
good of mankind, and the edification of our own 
fouls. 


IGNATIUS. 


IGNATIUS, one of the ancient fathers of the 
church, was born in Syria, and brought up under 
the care of the apoftle John. About the year 
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67, he became bifhop of Antioch. Th this im-'° 
portant {tation, he continued above forty year's, 
both an honour anda fafeguard to the Chriftian’ 
religion ; undaunted in the mid{t of very tem-- 
peftuous times, and unmoved’ with. the profpect 
of fuffering-a cruel death. He taught men, to: 
think little of the prefent life ; to value and love 
the good things to come ; and never to be de-. 
terred from a courfe of piety and virtue, by the: 
fear of any temporal’ evils whatever : to oppofé: 
only mecknefs to anger, humility to boatting,. 
and prayers to curfesand 7b Sacre 


This excellent man was feleéted* by. the -em-- 
péeror Trajan, as.a fubje@ whofe fufferings might: 
be proper to infpire terror and difcouragement in 
the hearts of the Chriftians at Rome. He was 
condemned to die for his faith in Chrift; and’ 
ordered to be thrown amongft wild beats to be 
devoured by them. This cruel fentence, far from 
weakening his attachment to the great caufe he 
liad efpoufed, excited thankfulnefs of heart, that 
hie had been counted worthy to fuffer for the fake 
of religion. “I thank thee, O Lord,” faid he, 
“that thou haft condefcended thus to honour 
me with thy love; and haft thought me worthy, 
“with thy.apoftle Paul, to be bound in chains.” 


On his paffage to Rome, he wrote a letter to his’ 
fellow Chriftians there, to prepare them to ac’ 
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quiefce in his fufferings, and to affift him with 
their prayers. “ Pray for me,” faid he, “ that 
God would give me both inward and outward 
ftrength, that I may not only fay, but do well; 
that I may not only be called a Chriftian, but be 
found one.” Animated by the cheering profpect 
of the reward of his fufferings, he’faid; “ Now, | 
indeed, I begin to be a difciple ; I weigh neither 
vifible nor invifible things, in comparifon of an 
intereft in Jefus Chrift.” With the utmoft Chrif 
tian fortitude, he met the wild beafts affigned for 
his deftruétion ; and triumphed in death. _ 


POLYCARP. 


POLYCARP, an eminent Chriftian father, was 
born in the reign of Nero. Ignatius recommend- 
ed the church at Antioch to the care and fuperin- 
tendence of this zealous father ; who appears to 
have been unwearied in his endeavours to’ pre- 
ferve the peace of the church, and to promote 
piety and virtue amongft men. 


When perfecution raged at Smyrna, the dif 
tinguifhed character of Polycarp attracted the 
attention of the enemies of Chriftianity. The 


‘general outcry was, “ Let Polycarp be fought: 


for.” When he was taken before the proconful) 
he was folicited to reproach Chrift, and fave his 
life: but he nobly replied: “ Eighty and fix years: 
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have I ferved Chrift, who has never deferted or 
injured me: how then ean I blafpheme my King 
and Saviour?” 


When he was brought-to the ftake, the execu- 
tioner offered, as ufual, to nail him to it: but he 
faid, “ Let me alone as I am: he who has given 
me {trength to come to the fire, will alfo enable 
me to ftand unmoved in the pile, without being 
eee with nails.” 


Part of his laft prayer, at his death, was as 
follows: “QO Lord God Almighty, the Father 
of Jefus Chrift, by-whom we have received the 
knowledge of thyfelf; O God of angels and prin- 
cipalities, and of every creature, atid efpecially 
of all the juft who live in thy prefence; I thank 
thee that thou haft gracioufly vouchfafed, this 
day and this hour, to allot me the glorious privi- 
- lege of fuffering for thee. I praife and adore 
thee, through thy beloved Sons ‘to whom with 
thee, and the Holy Spirit, be glory, both now 
and for ever. Amen.” 


LOUIS IX. KING OF FRANCE, 


LOUIS IX. ftyled St. Louis, fueceeded to the 
crown ofFrance in the year 1226. ‘This prince 
possi great wifdom, piety, and virtue. His 
m. for candour and juftice was fo greaty 
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that the barons of England, as well as king 
Henry III. confented to make: him umpire of 
the differences which fubfifted. between them. 
Fenelon fays of this prince, “He was. diftin- 
guifhed by the noblenefs of his fentiments: he 
was without haughtinefs, prefumption, or feves 
rity. In every refpect he attended. to the real 
interefts of his country, of which he was as truly 
the father as the king.” 
arn 
An abhorrence of fin was fo deeply impreffed 
upon his mind, by a religions education, that he 
not only preferved it through the courfe of his’ 
life, but was zealous :to inculcate it upon others: 
He was very folicitous that his children fhould be 
trained up in the fear and admonition of the - 
Lord ; and ufed to devote a confiderable part of. 
his time to. their religious initruGion. ° He often 


- related to them the punifhments which the pride, 


the avarice, and the debauchery. of: princes, 
brought upon themfelves.and their people. + ~ 


In his laft ficknefs, he earneftly exhorted Philip, - 
his fon and fucceflor, firmly to adhere to religion 
in his own private life and condua, and zealouf- 
ly to promote it amongft his fubjedts.- He alfo 
{trongly recommended to him juftice, modera- 
tion, and all the virtues becoming the fovereign 
and the Chriftian. “He ftrilly enjoined him never 
to fuffer any one, in his prefence, to {peak difre- 
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fpectfully of the Almighty, or of thofe devoted 
to his fervice; or to. utter a word, tending, in the 
{malleft degree, to countenance a crime. God,” 
faid he, “ grant you grace, my fon, to do his will 
continually ; fo that he may be glorified by your 
means, and that we may be with him after this 
life, and praife him eternally.” 


His dying advice to his daughter Ifabella, 
queen of Navarre, was alfo very expreffive of 
his zeal for the caufe of religion, and his folici- 
tude for the welfare of his children. He wrote 
to her as follows: “ My dear daughter, I conjure 
you to love our Lord with all your might; for 
this is the foundation of all goodnefs. No one 
is fo worthy to be loved. Well may we fay, 
‘Lord, thou. art our God, and our goods are 
nothing to thee.” It was the Lord who fent his 
Son upon earth, and delivered him over to death 
for our falvation. If you love him, my daugh- 
ter, the advantage will be yours; and be affured 
that you can never love and ferve him too much. 
He has well deferved that we fhould love him ; 
for he firft loved us. 1 wifh you could compre- 
hend what the Son of God has done for our re- 
demption. My daughter, be very defirons to 
know how you may beft pleafe the Lord; and 
Deftow all your care to avoid every thing that 
may difpleafe him, But particularly, never be 
guilty of any deliberate fin, though it were to 
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fave your life’ Take pleafure in hearing God 
reverently fpoken of, both in fermons and in pri- 
vate converfation. Shun too familiar difeourfe, 
except with very virtuous perfons.. Obey, my 
daughter, your husband, your father, and your 
mother, in the Lord: you are bound to do fo, 
both for their fakes, and for the fake of him 
who has commanded it. In what is contrary to 
the glory of God, you owe obedience to none. 
Endeavour, my daughter, to be an example of 
goodnefs to all who may fee you, and to all who 
may hear of you.---Be not too nice about drefs: 
if you have too. many clothes, give them away 
in charity. Beware alfo of having an exceffive 
care of your furniture.-A {pire after a difpofition 
. to do the will of God, purely for*his fake, inde- 
pendent of the hope of reward, or the: fear of 
punifhment.” 


Thus did this prince teach his children; and 
thus did ‘he live himfelf. He died in great tran- 
quillity, in the year 1270. : 


POPE EUGENIUS. 


GABRIEL CONDELMERIUS was raifed’ to 
the Papal throne in the year 14313 ard took the 
name of Eugenius IV. From a low condition of 
life, and through various gradations of office, he 
afcended to this dignity. “Being much averfe to 
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a reformation of doétrine and manners, he met 
with great oppofition from fome of the clergy : 
but being of a determined fpirit, he encountered 
every danger, rather than yield to his opponents. 
He was often reduced to painful and mortifying 
fituations, and experienced fo many viciffitudes 
of life, that he had ample proof of the vanity and 
inftability of human greatnefs, 


The reflection he is faid to have made on his 
death-bed, is remarkable ; and {hows that, in his 
greateft elevation, he did not find that peace and 
true enjoyment of mind, which he had poffeffed 
in a humble and retired fituation.. Being attend- 
ed by a company of monks, he turned his face to- 
wards thein, and faid, with a voice interrupted by . 
fighs ;-“ Oh Gabriel! how much better would it 
have been for thee, and how much more would 
it have promoted thy foul’s welfare, if thou hadft 
never been raifed to the pontificate; but been 
content to lead a quiet and religious life in thy 
monattery 1 


CARDINAL BEAUFORT. 


CARDINAL, BEAUFORT was of royal ex- 
traction, the fon of John of Gaunt, duke of Lan- 
calter ; and was commonly called, the rich car- 
dinal of Winchefter. Hiftory informs us, that he 
was accufed of poifoning Humphrey, duke of 


CARDINAL BEAUFORT. a 


Gloucefter; and that he prevailed on the king 
to grant him letters of pardom for all the of- 
fences he had committed. 


The wife fon of Sirach obferves, “ that death 
is molt dreadful to a man at eafe in his pof- 
feffions.”. Of the truth of this pofition, we have 
a remarkable proof, in the cafe of this cardinal. 
When he was arrefted in the midit of his career, 


and the terrors of death were marfhalled in hor- 


rid array before him, he thus complained, and 
vented his afflicted foul to his weeping friends 
around him. “ And mult I then die? Will not 


all my riches fave me? I could purchafe the 


kingdom if that would prolong my life.. What! 
is there no. bribing death?’ When my nephew 
the duke of Bedford died, I thought my happi- 
nefs, aid my authority greatly increafed: but the 
duke of Gloucefter’s death raifed me in fancy to 
a level with kings; and I thought of nothing bur 
accumulating {till greater wealth, to enable me, ° 
at length, to purchafe the triple crown. Alas! 
how are my hopes difappointed ! Wherefore, oh 
my friends! let me earneftly befeech you to pray 
for me, and recommend my departing foul to 
God.” Thus died this unhappy cardinal in the 


‘year 1447. 
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CESAR BORGIA, a natural fon of Pope Alex- 
ander VI. was a man of fuch. condu& and cha- 
racer, that Machiavel has thought fit to propofe 
him, in his famous book called “ The Prince,” 
as an original and pattern to all princes, who 
would act the part of wife and. politic tyrants. 
He was made a cardinal > but as this office im- 
pofed fome reftraints upon-him, he foon deter- 
nined to refign it, that he might have the great- 
er fcope for pradtifing the excefits, to which his 
natural ambition and cruelty prompted him ;_far 
cruel, as well as ambitious, he was in the highett 
degree. After this he was made duke of Valenti- 
nois by Louis XII. of France. He experienced a 
variety of fortune ; but difplayed, on every occa» 
fion, the moft confummate dexterity and finefle, 
and feemed prepared for all events. The reflec- 
tions he made a fhort time before his death, 
(which happened in the year 1507) fhow, howe- 
ver, that his policy was confined to the concerns 
of this life; and that he had not acted upon that 
wife and enlarged view of things, which becomes 
a being deftined for immortality. “I had pro. 
vided,” faid he, “in the courfe of my. life, for 
every thing, except death: and now, alas! I am. 
to die, though entirely unprepared.” 


Cap 7 


CHAPTER II. 


GARDINAL WOLSEY. SIR FOHN MASON. EMPE- 

ROR CHARLES V. SIR THOMAS SMITH. FANE, 
QUEEN OF NAVARRE. SIR FRANCIS WAL= 

_SINGHAM. LADY FANE GREY. SIR WALTER 
RALEIGH. RICHARD. HOOKER, 


——O fae 


‘CARDINAL WOLSEY. 


- THOMAS WOLSEY, a diftingnifhed Te 
in the reign of Henry VIII. was born in the year 
¥471; and it is faid he was the fon of a butcher 
at Ipfwich. Being made chaplain to the king, he 
had great opportunities of gaining his Aivours to 
obtain which he practifed all the arts of obfequi- 
oufnefs. Having gradually acquired an entire af- 
eendency over the mind of Henry, he facceflively 
obtained: feveral' bifhoprics; and, at length, was 
inade archbifhop of York, lord high-chancellor of 
England; and prime minifter ; and was,. for feve- 
ral years, the arbiter of Europe. The emperor. 
Cliarles the fifth, and the French king Francis the 
firft, courted his intereft, and iaded him: with 
favours. As his revenues were immenfe, and his’ 
influence unbounded, his pride and offentation 
D 2. 
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were carried to the greateft height. He had eigfit 
hundred fervants; among{t whom were nine or 
ten lords, fifteen knights, and forty efquires. 


~ From this great height of power and fplendour;.: 
he was fuddenly precipitated into ruin. ‘ His avh- 
bition to be pope, his pride, his exactions, and his 
oppofition to Henry’s divorce, occafioned his dif- 
grace. This fad reverfe fo affefed his mind, as 
to bring on a fevere illnefs, which foon put a pe- 
riod to his days. A {hort time before he left the 
world, the review of his life, and a confcioufnets 


of the mifapplication of his time and talents, drew’ 


from him this forrowful declaration: “ Had I but 
ferved God as diligently as 1 have ferved the king, 
he would not have given me over in my gray 
hairs. But this is the juft reward that I. muft 
receive for my indulgent’ pains and ftudy, not 
regarding my fervice to God, but only to es 
princev’ 


With thefe painful reflections this famous car 
dinal finifhed his courfe. He affords a memorable 
toftance of the variety and inconftancy of human 
things, both in his rife and fall; and a -ftriking 
admonition to thofe who are abufing the talents 
and opportunities, which God has given them to 
prompte his honour and the happinefs of men. 


+) 
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SIR JOHN MASON. 


A ftrong teftimony to the importance of re. 
ligion, is given by fir John Mafon, who, though 
but 63 years old at his death, had flourifhed in the 
reigns of four princes, (Henry VII. Edward VI. 
queens Mary and Elizabeth,) had been. privy- 
counfellor to:them all, and an attentive obferver 
of the various revolutions and viciffitudes of thofe 
times, ‘“Fowards his latter. end,. being. on his 
death:bed, he fpoke thus to thofe about him: 
™ J have lived to fee five princes, and: have been 
privy-counfellor to four of them. [have feer 
the moft remarkable things in foreign parts, .and 
have been prefent at moft. {tate tranfa@ions for 
the laft thirty years: and I have learned, after fo 
many years experience, that ferioufnefs. is. the 
greateft wifdom, temperance the beft phyfic, and 
a good confcience the beft eftate. And were L 
to live again, I would change the court for a 
cloifter, my privy-counfellor’s buftle for a hermit’s 
retirement, and the whole life I have lived in the 


palacey for an hour’s enjoyment of God in the 


chapel.’ All things now forfake. me, ons my 
vite my duty, and my pools Ba . 


The chief field, both if i duty and of the int. 
provement of man, lies in adtive life. By the 
graces and virtues which he exercifes amidit his 
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fellow-creatures, he is trained up for heavert.. 
And fince Divine Providence has: eftablifhed go- 
vernment and fubordination amongft men, it fol- 
lows that high offices and {tations of dignity, are 
compatible with true religion.. It is, however, pof- 
fible, that the minds. of perfons in authority may 
be fo much engaged with temporal concerns, as 
to leave little or no‘ place for. the higher duties of 
piety aid devotion ; duties which purifyand exalt 
our nature, and give a proper direétion: and limi- 
tation to all our labours for the good of others. 


From the regrets exprefféd by fir John Mafon,, 
it appears that his error confifted, not in having" 
ferved'his king and country, in the eminent fta-. 
tions in which he had’ been placed ; but in fuffering 
his mind to’ be fo much occupied with bufinefs, as 
to make him negile¢t, in fome degree, the proper 
feafons of religious retirement, and the prime 
duties.which he owed to his Creator. 


CHARLES V. EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 
CHARLES -V. emperor of Germany, king of 
Spain, and lord of the Netherlands, was born at 


Ghent, in the year 1500. 


He is faid to have fought fixty battles, in molt 
of which he was, victorious ; to:have obtained fix” 
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triumphs, conquered four kingdoms, and to have 
added eight principalities to his dominions: aa 
almoft sigaralicioa inftance of worldly profperi ay? 
and the greatnefs of human glory.. 


But all hele fruits of his ambition, and all the 
honours that attended him, could not yield-true 
and folid fatisfattion. Refte&ing on the evils and 
miferies which he had occafioned, and convinced 
of the emptinefs of earthly magnificence, he be- 
came: difgufted with all the fplendor that. fur- 
rounded him; and thought it his duty to with- 
draw from it, and fpend the reft of his days in 
religious retirement. Accordingly, he voluntarily 
refigned all his dominions to his brother and fon; 
and after taking an affectionate.and laft farewell 
of his fon, and a numerous retinue of' princes.and 
nobility that refpefully attended hin, he re- 
paired. to. his chofen retreat, which was fituated 
in Spain, ina vale of no great extent, watered by 
a fmall brook, and furrounded with rifing g nS 
covered with lofty trees.. 


A deep fenfe of his frail condition and great 
inperfections, appears to have impreffed his mind 
in this extraordinary refolution, and through the 
remainder of his life. As foon as he landed in 
Spain, he fell proftrate on the ground, and con- 
fidering himfelf now: as dead to the world, he 
kiffed the: earth, and faid; “ Naked came] out 
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of my mother’s womb, and naked I now return 
to thee, thou common mother of mankind !” 


In this humble retreat he fpent hiS time in 
religious exercifes and innocent employments ; 
and buried here, in folitude and filence, his gran- 
deur, his ambition, together with all thofe vaft 
projects, which, for near half a century, ‘had 
alarmed and agitated Europe, and filled every 
kingdom in it, by turns, with the terror of his 
arms, and the dread of being fubjected to his 
power. Far from taking any part in the political 
tranfactions of the world, he reftrained his curi- 
ofity even from any inquiry concerning them ; 
and feemed to view the bufy feene he had 
abandoned, with an elevation and indifference of 
mind, which arofe from his thorough experience 
of its vanity, as well as from the pleafing reflec- 
tion of having difengaged himfelf from its cares 
and temptations. 

Here he enjoyed more complete contentment, 
than all bis, grandeur had ever yielded him; as 
a full proof of which he has left this fhort,’ but 
comprehenfive teftimony: “I have tafted more 
fatisfaction in my folitude, in one day, than in all 
the triumphs of my former reign. The fincere 
ftudy, profeffion, and prattice. of the Chriftian 
religion, has in it fuch joys and fweetnefs as are 

¢ feldom found in courts and grandeur.” 
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SIR THOMAS SMITH. 


_ SIR THOMAS SMITH was born in the year 
1514, and received a liberal and polifhed educa- 
tion. In 1542, he was made king’s profeffor of 
civil law, in the univerfity of Cambridge, and 
chancellor of the diocefe of Ely. He was feveral 
times: employed by queen Elizabeth as her am- 
baffador to the court of France, and. executed 
the high office of fecretary of ftate to that prin- 
cefs. His abilities were excellent, and his attain- 
ments uncommonly great. He was a philofopher, 
a phyfician, a chymift, a mathematician, a lin- 
guilt, an hiftorian, and an architect. 


This diftinguifhed perfon, a fhort time before 
his deceafe, was much affected with the profpe& 
of his diffolution, and of a future ftate. He 
fent to his friends the bifhops of Winchefter 
and Worcefter, and entreated them to ftate to 
him, from the holy Scriptures, the plaineft and 
fureft way of making. his peace-with God: add- 
ing, “It is lamentable, that men confider not for 
what ‘end they are born into the world, cil aa, 
are ready to go out of it.” 


It is truly a forrowful reflection, that the pur- 
fuits of this life, and the love of the world, are 
often fo much indulged, as to captivate the 
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mind, and charm it into a {tate of infenfibility to 
the great end of its exiftence. How much wifer 
and happier fhould we be, if we engaged in tem~ 
poral concerns with moderation and reftraint, the 
true way to extract all their good, and confider- 
ed ourfelves as ftrangers and pilgrims travelling 
towards a better country :. inftead of being occu- 
pied, under continual anxiety and frequent difap- 
pointments, in the delufive chafe of intereft and 
pleafirre, till the fcene is nearly clofed, and the 
mind left to the anguifh of a earoly, re- 
trofpect. 


The flood of time is faft approaching, and 
will foon pafs over us, and bury, in filence and 
oblivion, all our bufy fafcinating f{chenses and 
engagements ; and leave nothing to furvive the 
wreck, but virtue and goodnefs, and the con- 
{cioufnefs of Divine Favour. What urgent mo- 
tives for correcting our terreftrial aims and la- 
bours, and for ftriving to become heirs of that 
kingdom, whofe honours and enjoyments are per- 


fect, and will laft for ever! 


JANE, QUEEN OF NAVARRE, 


THIS excellent queen was the daughter of 
Henry IJ. king of Navarre, and of Margaret of 
Orleans, fiter to Francis I King of France. 

he was born in the year 1528, 


st 
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From her childhood fhe was carefully edu- 
cated in the proteftant religion, to which fhe 
{teadfaftly adhered all her days. Bifhop Burnet 
fays of her ; “ That fhe received both the reforma- 
tion, and brought her fubjects to it: that fhe not 
only reformed her court, but her whole princi- 
pality, to fuch a degree, that the Golden Age 
. feemed to have returned under her; or rather, 
Chriftianity appeared again with its primitive pu- 
rity and Juftre.” 


This illuftrious queen, ‘being invited to attend 
the nuptials of her fon and the king of France’s 
filter, fell a facrifice to the machinations and — 
cruelty of the French court againft the proteftant’ 
religion. That religious fortitude and genuine 
piety, with which fhe was'endued, did not, how- 
ever, defert her in this great conihict, Gael at the 
approach of death. 


To fome that were about her, near the con- 
clufion of her time, fhe faid; “ I receive all 
this as from the hand of God, my moft merciful 
father: nor have I, during my extremity, feared 
to die, much’ lefs echudaatea Bi againft God for 
infiding this chaftifemeft upon me; knowing 
that whatfoever he does with me, he fo orders it, . 
that, in the end, it fhall turn to my everlafting , 
good.” 

i E 
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When fhe faw her ladies and women weeping 
about her bed, fhe blamed them, faying, “ Weep 
not for me, I pray you; for God by this ficknefs, 
_ calls me hence to enjoy a better life: and now I 
fhall enter into the defired haven, towards which 
this frail veffel of mine has been a long, time 
fteering.”- - 


She expreffed fome concern for her children, 
as they would be deprived of her in their tender 
years; but added; “I doubt not that God himfelf 
will be their father and protector, as he has ever 
been mine in my greateft affli@ions: I, therefore, 
cominit them wholly to-his government and fa- 
therly care.--I believe that Chrift is my only Me- 
‘diator and Saviour; and I look for falvation from 
no other: O my God! in thy good time, deliver 
me from the troubles of this prefent life, that I 
may attain to the felicity which thou haft pro 
mifed to beftow upon me.” 


SIR FRANCIS WALSINGHAM. 


SIR FRANCIS WALSINGHAM, an eminent 
perfon in the reign of queen Elizabeth, was born 
at Chifleburft in Kent, of an.ancient and honour- 
able family. He made great progrefs in his ftus 
dies at Cambridge ; and; to complete his educa- 
tion, travelled into foreign countries, where he 
acquired *varivus languages, and great accoim- 
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plifhments. He was three times fent ambaffa- 
dor to Frances Queen Elizabeth made him fe- 
cretary of ftate, and employed him in the moft. 
important affairs. He had, indeed, a great fhare 
in promoting and, accomplifhing the extraordi- 
nary meafures which diftinguithed that iluftrious 
reign. It may juftly be faid, that he was one 
of the moft refined politicians, and moft pene- 
trating ftatefinen, that are known in hiftory. He 
had an admirable talent, both in difcovering and 
managing the fecrét receffes of the heart. To 
his fagacity and diligence, under Divine Provi- 
dence, may be attributed the defeat of the king 
of Spain’s grand Armada. 


This great man furnifhed a remarkable proof 
of his difintereftednefs, and his preference of the 
public, to his private intereft; for after all. his 
eminent fervices to his country, he was fo poor, 
that, excepting his library, which was a very fine 
one, he had fcarcely effets enough to defray the 
expenfe of his funeral. 


Some time. before his death, which happened 
in 1590, he became deeply imprefled with a fenfe 
of the fuperior importance of religion to all other 
confiderations.: In a letter: to his fellowJecretary 
Burleigh, lord: treafurer of England, he writes 
thus / “We have livéd enough to our country, 
our fortunes, our fovereign : it "is high time to 
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begin to live? to ourfelves and to our’ God.” 
‘This giving occafion for fome ‘facetious perfon’ 
to vifit and to try to divert him; “ Ah!?*faid) 
he, “ while we Jaugh, ‘all things are. ferious’ 
around us: God is ferious who preferves us, 
and has patience towards us; Chrift is ferious: 
who thed his blood for us; the Holy. Spirit is) 
ferious when he ftrives with us; the whole cre- 
ation is ferious in ferving God and us; all are® 
ferious in another world: how fuitable, then, 
is it for man to be ferious! and how can he 
be gay and trifling?” 


LADY JANE GREY. 


‘VHIS excellent perfonage was defcended from 
the royal line of England by both her parents. 
She was carefully educated in ‘the principles of: 
the reformation. Befides the folid endowments 
of piety and virtue, fhe poffefled the moft en- 
gaging difpofition, and the moft accomplifhed 
parts. Being of an equal age with king Edward 
VI. fhe received her education with him, and 
feemed even to poffefs a greater facility in ac- 
quiring every part of manly and. claffical  litera- 
ture. She attained a) knowledge of the Roman 
and Greek languages, as well as of feveral mo- 
dern tongues; pafled moft»of her time in ap- 
- plication to learning; and, exprefled» a great 
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indifference for other occupations. and amufe- 
ments ufval with perfons of her fex and ftation. 
Roger Afcham, tutor to the princefs Elizabeth, 
having’ at one time paid her a vifit, found her 
employed in reading Plato, while the reft of the 
family were engaged in a party of hunting in 
the park; and upon his admiring the fingularity 
of her choice, fhe told him, that the “ received 
more pleafure from that author, than the others 
could reap from all their fport and gaicty.” - 


This amiable sabe was snide aw innocent widtion 
to the wild ambition of the duke of Northumber- 
land, who having effected a marriage between her 
atid his fon lord Guilford Dudley, raifed her to the 
throne of England, in defiance of the rights of the 
princefles Mary and Elizabeth. At the time of 
her marriage, fle was but eighteen years of age ; 
and her hufband was alfo very young. . 


Her heart, replete with the love of. liter ature 
and ferious ftudies, and with tendernefs towards 
her hufband, who was deferving of her’ affection, 
had never opened itfelf to the flatteripg allure- 
ments of ambition; and the ssiGoidanibie of her 
advancement to the throne was by no. means 
agreeable to her. She even refufed.to accept 


the crown; pleaded the foperior right of the 


two princefles; exprefied her dread of the con- 


fequences attending, an enterprife. fo dangerous, 
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not ‘to fay forcriminal ; and defired to remain. 
in that. private ftation in which) fhe’ was born 
Overcome at laft by the entreaties, rather than 
by the reafons of her. father and father-in-law, 
and, above all, of her hufband, fhe fubmitted to» 
their will, and was prevailed on to/relinquifl: 
her own judgment. But her, elevation was of 
very fhort continuance. The) nation: declared 
for queen Mary; and lady Jane Grey, after 
wearing the vain pageantry of a. crown during. 
ten days, returned to a private life, with much 
more fatisfaction than fhe felt when royalty was} 
tendered to her. 


Queen Mary, who appears to have been inca- 
pable of generofity or clemency, determined to re- 
nove every perfon, from whom the leaft danger 
could be apprehended. Warning was, therefore, 
given to lady Jane to prepare for death; a doom 
which fhe had expected, and which the innocence 
of her life, as well as the misfortunes to which 
fhe had been-expofed, rendered no unwelcome 
news. to, her. , The queen’s bigoted zeal, under 
colour of tender-mercy to the prifoner’s foul, in- 
duced her to fend priefts, who molefted her with 
perpetual difputation; and ,even @ reprieve of 
three days was granted -her, in hopes, that the: 
would be perfuaded, during that time, to pay, by 
a timely couverfion to popery, fome regard to. 
her eternal welfare. Lady Jane had prefence of | 
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thind,)i-thofe melancholy citcumftances, not only 
to defend her religion: by folid arguments, but 
alfo to write‘a letter to’her fitter, in the Greek 
language; in which -fhe exhorted ‘her to main- 
tain, in’ every fortune, a like fteady perfeverance. 
On. the day of ‘her execution, her hufband, lord: 
Guilford, defired permiffion to fee her; but fhe 
refufed her:confent, and fent him word, that the 
tendernefs of their parting’ would overcome the 
fortitude of both, and would too much unbend 
their minds from that conftancy, which their ap- 
proaching end required. ‘Their feparation, fhe 
faid, would be only for a moment; and they 
would foon rejoin each other in a {cene, where 
their affections: would be for ever united, and 
where death, difappointment, and misfortunes 
couldino longer have accefs to them, or difturb 
their eternal felicity. 


It had been intended to. execute the’ lady Jane 
and her hufband on the fame fcaffold, at Tower- 
hill; but the council, dreading the compaffion of 
the people for their youth, beauty, innocence, 
and noble birth, changed their orders, and gave 
directions that they fhould be beheaded within 
the verge of the Tower. She faw her hufband 
led to execution; and, having given him from the 
window fome token of her remembrance, waited 
with tranquillity till her own ‘appointed hour 
_fhould bring her toa like fate. She even faw his 
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headlefs body carried back ina cart; and found 
herfelf more confirmed by the reports, which fhe 
heard of the conftancy of his end, than fhaken by 
fo tender and melancholy a f{pedacle. « Sir John 
Gage, con{table of the Tower, when he led-her 
to execution, defired her to beftow on him fome 
fmall prefent, which he might keep as a perpe- 
tual memorial of her. She gave him her table- 
book, where fhe had juft written three fentences, 
on feeing her hufband’s dead body; one'in Greek, 
another in Latin, a third in Englifh. 'The purport 
of them was, that human ‘juftice was againtt his 
body, but that Divine: Mercy would be favourable 
to his foul; that if ber fault deferved punifhment, 
her youth, at leaft, and her imprudence were 


worthy of excufe ; and that God and pofterity, 


fhe trufted, would fhow her favour. On the 
feaffold, fhe made a fpeech to the bye-ftanders, 
in which the mildnefs of her difpofition led her 
to take the blame entirely on herfelf, without 
uttering one complaint againft the feverity with 
which fhe had beén treated. She faid, that her 


‘offence was ot having laid her hand upon the 


crown, but not having reje@ed it with fafficient 
conftaney: that {he had erred lefs through ambi- 
tion than through reverence to her parents, whom 
fhe had been taught to refpeét and obey: that fhe 
willingly received death, as the only fatisfaction 


* which fhe could now make to the injored fate; 


and though her infringement of the Jaws: had 
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béen conftrained, fhe would fhow, by her volun-, 
tary fubmiffion to their fentence, that fhe was.de-. 
firous to ‘atoné for that difobedience, into which 
too much filial piety had betrayed her: that fhe 
had juftly deferved this. punifhment for being 
made the inftrument, though the unwilling inftru- 
ment, of the ambition of. others; and that the fto- > 
ry of her life; fhe hoped, might at leaft be ufeful, 
by. proving that innocence of intention excufes not 
actions that any way tend to the deftruction of the. 
commonwealth.----After uttering thefe words, fhe, 
caufed herfelf to be difrobed by her women, and 
with a fteady, ferene countenance fubmitted her- 
{elf to the executioner. 


We fhall conclude the account of this virtuous’ . 
and excellent young perfon, with a few remarks: 
refpecting her, made by bifhop Burnet: “ She 
read,” fays he, “ the Scriptures much, and had at- 
tained great knowledge of religious fubjedts.. But: 
with all her advantages of birth and parts, fhe was. 
fo: humble, fo gentle, and pious, that all people 
both admired, and loved her... She had a mind 
wonderfully raifed- above the world; and at.the 
age, when others are but imbibing the notions of 
philofophy, fhe had attained to the praétice of the 
higheft precepts of it. She was neither lifted up 
with the hope of -aicrown, nor caft down, when 
fhe faw her palace made. afterwards her prifon.; 
but maintained an equal temper of mind in thofe, 
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great inequalities of fortune, that! fo fuddenly 
exalted and depreffed'’ her. All the paffion 
which fhe expreffed, was that which is of the 
nobleft fort, and which is the indication of ten. 
der and generous natures, being much affected 
with the troubles which her hufband and father 
fuffered on her account. She rejoiced at her 
approaching end, fince nothing could be to her 
nore welcome, than to pafs from this valley of 
wifery to that heavenly throne to which fhe was 
to be advanced.” 


SIR WALTER RALEIGH. 


SIR WALTER RALEIGH, an illuftrious En- 
glifhman, of an ancient family in Devonfhire, 
was born in 1552. He was a man of admirable 
parts, extenfive knowledge, undaunted refolution, 
and {tric honour and honefty. As a foldier, a 
ftatefman, and a fcholar, he was greatly diftin- 
guifhed; and was eminently ufefal to queen Eli- 
zabeth, who protected and encouraged him’ in 
the various enterprifes which he projected, He 
was the difcoverer of Virginia; and took effe@u- 
al meafures for the fettlement of the country, and 
for promoting its profperity. 

His aétive enterprifes apraintt the sili 
both in Europe and South America, ¢xéited! the 
particular enmity of the court of Spain, which 
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ufed every means to effed his deftrudtion. Dur- 
ing the reign of Elizabeth, thefe machinations _ 
were fruitlefs; but on the acceflion of James I. 
fir Walter loft his intereft at court, was {tripped 
of his employments, and unjuftly accufed and 
condemned for a plot again{t the king. He was 
afterwards trufted by James with a commiffion 
of confiderable importance; and thus virtually 
pardoned for all fuppofed offences. The malice 
of his enemies, however, at length prevailed 
againft him; and he was pofillanimoufly facri« 
ficed to, appeafe the Spaniards, who, whilft Ra, 
leigh lived, thought every part of their domi- 
nions in danger. 


He was executed in Old Palace Yard, inthe 
66th year of his age. His behaviour on the 
{caffold was manly, unaffected, and even cheer- 
ful. Being afked by the executioner which way 
he. would lay his head, he anfwered; “So the 
heart be right, it is no matter Pict Way; the 
head lies.” 1s 

During bis, imprifonment, and wich the prof 
pect of death before him, he wrote the: following 
letters to his fon, and to his wife... They contain 
many folemn and affecting admonitions; and tel 
tify the influence of religion on his mind, 
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In the letter to his fon, he fays, “ My fon, let 
my experienced advice and fatherly inftrudtions, 
fink deep into thy heart. Seek not riches bafely, 
Nor attain them by evil means... Deftroy no man 
for his wealth, nor take any thing from the poor ; 
for the cry thereof will pierce the heavens: and 
it is moft deteftable before God, and moft dif 
honourable before :worthy men, to wreft any 
thing from the needy and labouring foul... God 
will never-profper thee if thou offendeft therein. 
Ufe thy poor neighbours and tenants well. Have 
compaffion on the poor and afflicted, and God 
will blefs thee for it. Make not the hungry foul 
forrowful: for if he curfe thee in the bitternefs 
of his fpirit, his prayer fhall be heard of him 
that made him.” 


' “ Now, for the world, dear child, 1 know it 
too well to perfuade thee to dive into the prac- 
tices of it: rather {tand upon thy guard againft 
all thofe that tempt thee to it, or may practife 
upon thee, whether in thy confcience, thy repu- 
tation, or thy eftate. Be affured, that no man is 
wife or fafe, but he that is honeft. Serve God. 
Commend all thy endeavours to him who will 
either wither or profper them. Pleafe him with 
prayer; left if he frown, he confound all thy for- 
tune and labour, like the drops of rain-upon the 
fandy ground. May God dircé thee in all thy 
ways, and fill thy heart with his grace.” 
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THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF THE LET- 
TER TO HIS WIFE. 


bs "You will receive, my an wife, my lah 
words, in thefe my laft lines. My love 1 fend 
you, which you may keep when Iam dead; and 
my counfel, that you may remember it when I 
am no more. I would not, with my will, prefent 
you forrows, dear wife; let then: go tothe grave 
with me, and be buried inthe duit: and feeing 
that it is not the will of God that I fhall fee you 
any more, bear my deftruction patiently, and 
with a heart like yourfelf. Pirft, Ifend you ail 
the thanks which my heart can conceive, or my 
words exprefs, for your many travails and cares 
for me: for though they have not taken effect, 
as you wifhed, yet my debt to you is not the lefs; 
but pay it I never fhall in this world. Secondly, 
I befeech you, for the love you bear me living, 
that you do not hide yourfelf many days; but by 
your travails feek to help my miterable fortunes, 
and the right of ‘your poor child) your mourn 
ing cannot avail me, who am but duft. Thirdly, 
you fhall underftand, that my lands were con- 
veyed, bona fide, to my child; the writings were 
drawn at midfummer was a twelvemonth, as di- 
vers scan witnefss; and I tru my blood will 
quench their malice who defired my laughter, 
that they will not feek to kill you ¢ and yours with 
extreme poverty.” 


ey 
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_ © To what friend ‘to dire&t you, I know not ; 
for all mine have left me in the true time of trial. 
Moft forry I am, that being furprifed by geath, I 
can leave you no better eftate:; God hath prevent- 
ed all my determinations; that great God, who 
worketh all in all. If you can live free from 
want, care for no more; for the reft is but vanity. 
Love God, and begin by times; in him. you will 
find true and endlefs, comfort : when you have tra- 
vailed and wearied yourfelf with all forts of world- 
ly cogitations, you will fit down with forrow inthe 
end., Teach your fon alfo to fear and ferve God 
whilft he is young, that the fear of God may grow 
up in him: then will God be a hufband to you, 
and a father to him; a bufband and father that 
can never betaken from you.” °° 


_ © Dear wife, I befeech you, for my fouls fake, 
pay all poor men. When I aim dead, no doubt 
you will be much fought unto; for the world 
thinks 1 was very rich. Have a care of the fair 
pretences of men; for no greater mifery can be- 
fall you in this Jife, than to become a prey to the 
world, aud afterwards toibe defpifed. As for ine, 
Tam no more yours, nor you mine: death hag cut 
us afunder, and God has divided me. from the 
work, ‘and you from me. Remember your poor 
child, for his father’s fake, who loved you ity his 
happieft ftate. I fued for my life, but, God 
knows, it was for you and yours that I defired it: 
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for know it, my dear wife, your child is the 
child of a true man, who in his own refpect de- 
{pifegydeath, and his mif-(hapen and ugly forms. 
T cannot write much: God knows how hardly I 
fteal this time, when all are afleep: and it is alfo 
time for me to feparate my thoughts from the 
world. Beg my body, which living was denied 
you; and either lay it in Sherborne, or in Exeter 
church, by my father and mother.” 


“TI can fay no more: time and death call me 


away. The everlafting God, powerful, infinite, 


and inferutable ; God Almighty, who is goodnefs 
- dtfeif, the true light and life, keep you and yours,. 
and have meérey upon me, and forgive my per(e- 
eutors and falfe accufers, and fend us to meet in 
his glorious kingdom. My dear wife, farewell! 
bie& my boy; “pray forme ; and wei God hold 
you ‘both in his arms.” 
“ Yours that was, but not now imine own, 
WALTER RaLericu.” 


- 


RICHARD HOOKER, 


RICHARD HOOKER was born near Exeter, 
in the year 1553. He pofleffed great learning 
and found judgment ; and diftinguithed bilele 
by a celebrated work, entitled, “The Laws of 
-Eccletiaftical Polity.” Te was a meek and pious 
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man, and fpent his days in labouring to promote 
the glory of his Creator, and the happinefs of 
men. aa 


A fhort time before his death, this humble 
and truly good man, expreffed himfelf as fol- 
lows: “1 have lived to fee that this world is 
full of perturbations; and I have been long pre- 
paring to leave it, and gathering comfort for the 
awful hour of making up my account with God, 
which I now apprehend to be near. And though I 
have, by his grace, loved him in my youth, and 
feared him in my age, and Jaboured to have a 
confcience void of offence towards him, and to- 
wards all men; yet, if thou, Lord, fhouldft be. 
extreme to mark what [ have done amifs, how 
fhall I abide it? Where I have failed, Lord, fhow 
mercy to. me; for I plead not my righteouf- 
nefs, but the forgivencfs of my unrighteoufnefs, 
through his merits who died to purchafe pardon 
for penitent finners. And fince I owe thee a 
death, Lord, let it not be terrible, and then 
choofe thy own time; I fubmit to it. Let not 
mine, O Lord, but thy will be done !” 


At another time, he faid: “ God hath heard my 
daily petition: for Iam at peace with all men, 
and he is at peace with me. From thig blefftd 
aifurance, I feel that inward joy, which the world 
can neither give, nor take from me. My con- 


RICHARD HOOKER. 53 


{cience beareth me this witnefs ; and this witnefs 
makes the thoughts of death joyful. I could wifh 
to live, to do the church more fervice; but I can- 
not hope it; for my ey are epee as a fhadow 
that returns not.” : 


Soon after he had: uttered thefe expreflions, 
his fpirits failed him, and a fhort conflid& put a. 
period to his life, in the 47th year of his age. 
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SIR PHILIP SIDNEY. 


“SIR PHILIP SIDNEY was born in Kent, in 
the year 1554. He poffeffed fine talents, and was’ 
well educated ; and at the early age of twenty- 
ope, was fent by queen Elizabeth, as her embaf- 
fador to the emperor of Germany. He is de-’ 
{eribed by the writers of that age, as the moft 
perfe& model of an accomplithed gentleman, that 
could be fornied, even in imagination, An ami- 
able difpofition, elegant erudition, and polite 
converfation, rendered. him the ornament and 
delight of the Englifh court. Lord Brooke fo 
highly valued his friendfhip, that he directed to 
be inferted, as part of his epitaph, “ Here lies 
fir Philip Sidney’s friend.” His fame was fo 
uviverfal, that, if he had chofen it, he might 
bave obtained the crown of Poland. 
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But the glory of this Marcellus of the Englith 
nation, was of fhort duration. He was wounded 
at the battle of Zutphen, and carried to Arnheim, 
where, after languifhing about three wecks,. he 
died, in the 32d year of: his age. 


This accomplifhed perfon, atthe folemn period 
of death, when a jult eftimate of things is formed, 
and. when the:mind looks round for fupport and 
confolation, perceived: that the greateft worldly 
honours are only fplendid: vanities, and have but 
a momentary duration. At this period, he was 
fo diffatisfied. with his ‘ Arcadia,’ a romantic 
work, ill agreeing with his prefent ferions views 
of things, that he defired.-it -might; never be 
publifhed. 


His advice and’ obfervations, on taking his laft 
leave of the friends: who accompanied him, are 
worthy of remembrance. ‘They. appear to have 
been expreffed with great ferioufnefs and compo,. 
fure. “ Love my memory ; cherifl my friends, 
Their fidelity to me may affure you that they are 
honeft... But, above all, govern. your wills. and, 
affections, by the will and word.of your Creator. 
In me; behold the end of this world, and all its 
vanities,””- 
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SIR CHRISTOPHER HATTON poffeffed' 
great abilities, highly cultivated by. ftudy and 
bufinefs. He was remarkable for his eloquence 
and powers of perfuafion. Queen Elizabeth, by 
whom he was greatly efteemed and favoured, 
made him lord high chancellor of England. And 
it was remarkable, that though he had never 
followed the profeffion of the law, his knowledge 
of it was fo profound, that none of his decifions, 
as chancellor, were ever found deficient, either 
in equity or judgment. 


This learned man had a high veneration for the 
Holy Scriptures; and, a fhort time before his 
death, particularly recommended to his relations, 
to fearch them ferioufly and diligently, in order 
to difcover the will of God. “It is,” faid he, 
juftly accounted a piece of excellent knowledge, 
to underftand the law of the land, and the cuf 
toms of our country; but how much more excel 
lent is it, to know the ftatutes of heaven, and the 
laws of eternity, the immutable and perpetual 
laws of jultice and righteoufnefs! to know the 
will and pleafure of the great Monarch and uni- 
verfal King of the world! ‘I have feen an end of 
all perfection; but thy commandments, O God! 
are exceeding broad,’ ” 
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The knowledge of the Divine will, is, indeed, 
the moft important of all knowledge. Were we 
_poffeffed of the moft comprehenfive underftand- 
ing, the fineft imagination, and the moft capa- 
clous. memory; were we able to penetrate into 
all the fecrets of nature, and found the depths of 
every art and fcience; and yet remain ignorant 
of, and difregard, the Author of our being and 
the Preferver of our lives, our Sovereign and 
cur Judge; we fhould, with a great deal of 
knowledge, miftake our higheft interefts, and be 
miferable for ever. 


LORD BACON, 


FRANCIS BACON, vifcount St. Albans, and’ 
Jord high chancellor of England, was born in the 
year 1561. He was one of the greateft and moft 
univerfal geniufes that any age or country has 
exhibited ; and his writings furnifh inconteftable 
proofs that his knowledge, wifdom, and benevo- 
lence, were very extraordinary. 


That this iluftrious character was deeply. ins. 
fluenced ‘by a truly humble and religious fpirit, 
is manifeft from the following prayer, which 


was found amongit his papers, in ‘his own, 


hand-writing : " 
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“ Moft gracious Lord God, my merciful Fa- 
ther; my Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter? 
thou foundeft and fearcheft the depths and fecrets 
of all hearts; thou acknowledge(t the upright ; 
thou judgeft the hypocrite; vanity and crooked 
ways cannot be hid from thee.” 


“ Remember, O Lord, how thy fervant has 
walked before thee ; remember what I have firft 
fought, and what has been principal in my in. 
tentions. I have loved thy affemblies; I have 
mourned for the divifions of thy church; I have 
delighted in the brightnefs of thy fan@uary; T 
have ever prayed unto thee, that the vine which 
thy right hand hath planted in this nation, might 
have the former and the latter rain; and that it 
might ftretch its branches to the feas, and to the 
floods. The ftate and bread of the poor and op- 
preffed, have been precious in my eyes: I have 
hated all cruelty and hardnefs of heart ;. I have, 
though a defpifed weed, endeavoured to procure 
the good of all men. If any have been my ene- 
mies, I thought not of them, neither has the fun 
gone down upon my difpleafure: but I have been 
as a dove, free from fuperfluity of malicionfhefs, 
Thy creatures have been my books, but thy Scrip. 
tures much more fo. I have fought thee in the 
courts, the fields, and the gardens; but I have: 
found thee in thy temples.” 
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. 


“O Lord, my ftrength! I have, from my 
youth, met with thee in all my ways; in thy fa- 
therly compaffions, in thy merciful chaftifements, 
and in thy moft vifible providences. As thy fa- 
yours have increafed upon me, fo have thy cor- 
rections; as my worldly bleflings were exalted, 
fo fecret darts from thee have pierced me; and 
when I. have -afcended before men, I have de- 
fcended in humiliation before thee... And ;now, 
when I have been thinking moft-of peace and 
honour, thy hand is heavy upon me, and has 
humbled me according to thy former loving- 
kindnefs, keeping me {till in thy fatherly fchool, 
not as a baftard, but as a child. Jult are thy 
jadgivents upon me for my fins, which are more 
in number than the fands of the fea, but which 
have no proportion to thy mercies. Befides my 
innumerable fins, I confefs before thee, that lam 
a debtor to thee for the gracious talent of thy 
gifts and graces; which I have neither put into 
a napkin, nor placed, as I ought, with, ex- 
changers, where it might have made beft pro- 
fit; but I have mifpent it in things for which I 
was leaft fit: fo I may truly fay, my foul hath 
been a ftranger in the courfe of my pilgrimage. 
Be merciful unto me, O Lord, for my Saviout’s 
fake, and receive me into thy bofom, or guide 
ine into thy wees ia 


SIR HENRY WOTTON. 


SIR HENRY WOTTON, an Englifhman emi 
nent for learning, and for knowledge in ftate af- 
fais, was born in the year 1568. He was many 
times employed as ambaflador to feveral of the 
European ftates; and difcharged the truft re- 
pofed in him, with ability, and to the fatisfadtion 
of king James the firft. He enjoyed the favour 
of this prince, and was much efteemed and ad- 
mired by his cotemporaries. But thefe honours 
did not afford him that fatisfation which a wife 
man wifhes to obtain. Amidft them all, he could 
fay: “Tt is the greateft happinefs of my life, to 
‘be at leifure to be, and to do good.” 


Though he was much efteemed for his wifdom 
and regular deportment, yet, near the end of his 
days, when he reflected {erioufly on his patt life, 
he felt great concern; and often repeated thefe 
folemn expreffions: “ How much have I to res 
pent of, and how little time to do it in!” 


PETER DU MOULIN. 


PETER DU MOULIN, an eminent Proteftant 
minifter in France, was born ih the year 1568. 
Bayle calls him “ one of the moft celebrated mi- 
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nifters, which the reformed cliurch im France ever 
had to boaft of”, He was a man of fuch emi- 
nence, that James the firft of England, employed 
him toattempt the accomplifhment of-a union 
between the ‘reformed and Lutheran’ churches. 
This pious and excellent man. was remarkable 
through life for a low opinion: of himfelf, and an 
unwearied diligence in doing good. In his laft 
ficknefs, his meeknefs. and humility. were 'par- 
ticularly prevalent... On hearing himfelf praifed’ 
by one who thought he undervalued himfelf, he: 
faid, with indignation, “ Away with this flattery, 
and pray to God to have mercy on me.” “ Lord,” 
faid he, “I have deferved nothing. but -punith- 
ment. Thou haft heaped bleffings upon me.- 
Thou haft honoured me with a holy calling ; but 
I have not laboured according to the worth of it : 
I have ‘mingled my own. glory: with thine.- I 
have often neglected thy fervice, to feek my par- 
ticular intereft.. O, how ‘much. felflove ! what 
perverfenefs has oppofed the kingdom of thy.fon 
within me! How often have I grieved thy Holy 
Spirit, by idle thoughts and carnal affections! and 
yet thou haft always fhown thyfelf a gracious and 
merciful Father tome... Thou haft, indeed, fome- 
times chaftened me with thy rod. Thou haft hid 
thy face from me, for a moment; but thou haft) 
remembered me in thy great compaffion. Lord, 
thou art faithful in thy promifes, I am thy crea- 
ture. . Thou haft led me, and taught me,’ from 
G 
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my youth: O forfake me not in this laft period 
of my life !” 


To a perfon who commended his fervice, in 
the caufe of religion, he replied ; “ Ah, my friend, 
you know not how much you grieve me by fuch 
language. I have not done all the good I ought 
to have done: and that little benefit which the 
church has reaped by my labours, is not from me, 
but from the grace of God which is in me ;. as he 
frequently produces a good effec with a weak in- 
ftrument. Iam confcious that I have neglécted 
my duty in many things, and offended my God; 
but I have loved his holy truth, and I hope in his 
mercy.” 


His ficknefs was an inflammation of the lung's, 
with an ague, which. returned with double vio- 
lence every day at the fame hour. Recovering 
from one of thefe fits, he faid; “ My God, how 
weary am I! | When fhall I reft in thy bofom? 
When fhall I drink of the river of thy pleafures? 
I am unwortby of it, O my God! but-thouw art 
glorified by doing good to the unworthy. — It is 
not for them who are whole, but for thofe who 
are fick, that thy fon, the great phyfician, was 
fent.” 


A little before his death, awaking ‘about mid- 
night, he faid to a peffon who attended him ; “T 
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fhall now. foon be eafed. Iam going to my Fa- 
ther and. my God. He has heard me indeed. I 
go to him with ‘confidence ; for he has arrayed 
me with the robe of his righteoufnefs.”’ Soon 
after this, he gently expired; and his countenance 
retained the expreflion of joy. i. 


DR. DONNE.' 
Ue 

JOHN DONNE, an excellent Englifh poet, 
was born in the year 1573. He was educated in 
his father’s houfe till the eleventh year of- his 
age, when he was fent to the univerfity of Ox- 
ford; where it was obferved: of him, that “ he 
was rather born wifey than made fo by ftudy.” 
He travelled to Italy and Spain; where he made 
many ufeful obfervations, and became well ac- 
quainted with the languages of ‘thofe countries. 
After his’ return to England, he was folicited to 
go into orders, and to accept of a benefice : but 
he prudently declined this offer for many rea- 
fons; chiefly, “ becaufe fome former ~_irregulari i- 
ties of his life,’ had been too notorious not to 
expofe him to the cenfure of the world; and 
would, perhaps, bring difhonour upon the facred 


function.” He was a particular favourite of 


king James the firft; and was much vilited and 
careffed by the nobility, foreign minifters, and 
other perfons of diftinétion. 


64 PHILIP IIl..KING OF SPAIN. 


When this. celebrated man drew near the end 
of his days, he was much affected with the retro- 
{pect of life; and, on his death-bed, upon taking 
a folemn leave.of his friends, he-made this {triking 
declaration to them: “I repent of all my life, ex- 
cept that part of it which I fpent in-communion 
with God, and in doing good.” 


PHILIP HIKING OF SPAIN. 


PHILIP the Third was born in the year 1577, 
and fucceeded to the crown. of Spain, in-the-21ft 
year of his age. Of an inactive difpofition, and 
averfe to the trouble of governing a great king- 
dom, he committed the whole adminiftration of 
affairs to his minifter and. favourite ; and this. was 
the fource of many calamities to his fubjects, and 
of perplexity and. diftrefs to himfelf. 


‘When this king drew near the end of his days, 
he defired, as the laft ation of his life, to fee, 
and to blefs bis. children. He. told the prince, his 
fucceffor, he had fent for him, “ that he might 
behold the vanity of crowns,and tiaras, and learn 
to prepare for eternity.” Te kindly addreffed 
all his children, gave them jhis blefling, and dift 
miffed them, with fervent prayers for their hap- 
pinefs. both here and hereafter. 
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During the progrefs of his diforder, he ap- 
peared to be greatly difturbed in mind. He made 
repeated confeffions of his fins, and implored Di- 
vine mercy. He faid to thofe around him, that 
he had often been guilty of diffimulation in mat- 
ters of government: he deeply regretted his in- 
dolence, and blamed himfelf much for having 
devolved the cares of the ftate on his minifters : 
and when he refle&ted, that he had not, in all 
things, made the will of God the rule of his go- 
vernment, he trembled, crying out, at different 
times; “Oh! if it fhould pleafe Heaven to pro- 
long my life, how different from the paft, fhould 
be my future condud!?- Though the retrofpect 
of his life filled his mind with bitter regret, and 
painful apprehenfions, he expreffed a hope that, 
through the merits of the Redeemer, he fhould at 
laft be received into the manfions of the blefled. 
The affeGing expreffions of his repentance and 
devotion, drew tears from the eyes of thofe who 
furrounded him. The prieft who attended him, 
unwilling to bruife a broken reed, endeavoured to 
cheer and compofe his troubled mind, by confola- 
tory views of the Divine mercy, and the affurances 
which the Gofpel affords, of affiftance to the weak, 
and of pardon to the penitent. At length, the al- 
ternate timults of hope and fear, which had-fo 
greatly agitated his mind, fubfided into a gentle 
calm; and he died peacefully, in the 43d year of 
his life, and the 23d of his reign. 
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CATHARINE BRETTERG. 


CATHARINE BRETTERG was born in 
Chefhire, about the year 1580, and was the 
daughter. of John Bruen, efq. of Bruen Staple- 
ford. From a child, fhe was much employed in 
reading the Holy Scriptures, which fhe found of 
great ufe and comfort to her. She was mode- 
rate and fober in the enjoyment of the good 
things of this life; and carefully avoided the vain 
pleafures and fafhions in which many greatly de- 
light themfelves. ‘The fociety of religious peo- 
ple was very comfortable and pleafant to her ; 
and it appears that, from her childhood to the 
end of her days, fhe was concerned to live in the 
fear of God, and to walk before him with a per- 
feét heart. 


This excellent woman, in the beginning of her 
laft ficknefs, was permitted to labour under great 
exercife and confli@ of f{pirit: but fhe was mer- 
cifully fupported under this trial; and the victory 
was, in due time, gracioufly given her. 


Her dependence on the Fountain of Wifdom 
and Strength, for relief from this trying {tate of 
mind, is evidenced by the following pious and: 
fervent prayer: “ O Lord God of my falvation, 
help my weaknefs; plead thou my caufe, O God 
of Truth, for in thee do I truft! © bleffed, Sa- 
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viour, perfect the work, I humbly befeech thee, 
which thou haft begun in me!” 


At another time, after fhe had experienced de- 
liverance from this confli@, fhe expreffed herfelf 
in the following manner: “ Ob, my God, bleffed 
be thy name for evermore, who haft fhowed me 
the path of life. Thou didft, O Lord, hide thy 
face from me for a little feafon, but with ever- 
la{ting mercy thou haft had compaffion on me. 
And now, bleffed Lord, thy comforting prefence 
is come; yea, Lord, thou haft had refpe&t to thy 
handmaid, and art come with fulnefs of j Jey and 
abundance of cenfolation.” 


When fhe was near her end, her ftrength and 
voice being very feeble, fhe lifted up her eyes, 
and with a fweet countenance, and ftill voice, 
faid, “ My warfare is accomplifhed, and my ini- 
quities are pardoned. Lord, whom have I in 
heaven but thee? And I have none on earth be- 
fides thee. My flefh faileth, and my heart alfo ; 
but God is the ftrength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever. He that preferveth Jacob, and 
defendeth Ifrael, is my God, and will guide me 


‘unto death. Direct me, O Lord my God, and 


keep my foul in fafety.” 


Soon after fhe had expreffed thefe words, fhe 
yielded up her foul in peace to her Creator. 
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OXENSTIERN. 


OXENSTIERN, chancellor of Sweden, was a 
man of great abilities, and uncorrupted integrity. 
On the acceffion of Chriftina to the crown of Swe- 
den, the regency, during her minority, devolved 
upon him and four others: but fo great was their 
confidence in Oxenftiern, that he was invefted 
with the chief management of affairs; and he con- 
ducted himfelf with fingular wifdom and. upright- 
nefs. In the great fchemes which he formed for 
the intereft of his country, he was very fuccefsful ; 
~ and was highly efteemed, not only by his country- 
men, but by the moft eminent perfons in Europe. 


This great ftatefman fpent a part of his time in 
retirement, from which he derived the higheft ad- 
vantage. In his retreat, he was vifited by White- 
locke, ambaffador from England to queen Chrif- 
tina; and in the conclufion of their difcourfe, he 
made the following very interefting obfervations. 
“JT have feen, and enjoyed much of this world ; 
but I never knew how to live till now. I thank 
my gracious God, who has given me time to 
know him, and to know myfelf. All the comfort 
I have, and which is more than the whole world 
can give, is, feeling the good Spirit of God in my 
heart, and’ reading in this excellent book, (hold- 
ing up the Bible,) that came from it.” 
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This enlightened:and experienced man: then 
addrefled: the ambaffador, as follows : “¢ You:are 
now inthe prime of your age and vigour, and in 
great favour.and) bufinefs; but all this will leave 
you,.and you will one day better underftand and 
relifh what I fay. You will then find, that there 
is. More: true. enjoyment: in’ turning your heart 
from the world, to the good Spirit of God, and in 
reading the Bible, than imall the honours of courts 
and favours of princes.” 


The preceding ,account is given by William 
Penn, who faysj he had it, more than once,’ from 
the ambaffador humfelf. The fentiments expreffed 
by Oxenftiernvare particularly interefting, if we 
reflect, that: they came ‘from one of the greateft 
and wifeft. men of |the age, when his ‘mind-and 
body were: found. and vigorous, -and: when! he was 
beft able to,judge:of human life. 


HUGO GROIMTIUS. 


HUGO GROTIUS was born in Holland, in the 
year 1583. He pofleffed the moft happy dif 
pofition, a profound genius, .a folid judgment, 
and.a wonderful memory. ‘Thefe extraordinary 
natural endowments had all the advantages that 
education could givethem ; and he was fo happy 
as to find in his own:father a pious and an able 
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governor, who: formed his mind and ‘his morals. 
Before he was fifteen, he maintained public thefes 
in the mathematics, philofophy, and law, with the 
higheft applaufe: and he ventured to form plans 
that required very great learning ; but which he 
executed in fo finifhéd a manner, that the re- 
public of letters were ftruckywith aftoni(hment. 


He ftrenuoufly engaged in the controverfies 
refpecting religious opinions, which, at that time, 
occupied the learned men of the United States ; 
and the part which he took in thefe difputes in- 
volved him in great trouble and perplexity. He 
afterwards became the queen of Sweden’s ambaf- 
fader at Paris. This dignity, however, was not 
agreeable to a man of his turn of mind. ’ His fens 
timents refpecting it, are contained in-a letter 
which he wrote to his father from Paris. “I am,” 
fays he, “ really. quite tired out with honours. 
A private and a quiet life alone has charms for 
me; and I fhould be very happy, if I were ina 
fituation, in which I could employ myfelf upon 
works of piety only, and works that might be 
ufeful to pofterity.” 


He had the higheft refpect for religion.and vir- 
tue, in whatever condition of life they were found : 
and how much he preferred them to all that the» 
world could beltow, appears from the following 
declaration: “[ would give all my learning and 
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honour, for the plain integrity of John Urick, a 
poor man of great piety, who fpent eight hours . 
of his time im prayer, eight in labour, and but 
eight in meals, fleep, and other necefflaries.” 


To one who admired his great induftry, he 
returned an anfwer to this effe@: “ Ah! I have 
confumed much of my life, in Jaborioufly doing 
nothing.” And to another, who enquired of him 
what courfe of life he would advife him to take, 


he folemnly anfwered, “ Be ferious.” 


In his laft ficknefs, which was of fhort duration, 


' he appears to have been tranquil, and refigned to 


e 


the will of God. He expreffed his faith in Jefus 
Chrift, and declared, that his hope refted upon 
bim. To one who mentioned to him the publican 
fpoken of in the gofpel, he humbly replied, “ I 
am that publican ;” and foon after expired. 


Grotius, notwith{tanding the embaffies and other 
public bufinefs in which he was employed, com- 
pofed a great number of excellent and much ad- 
mired works; the principal of which are, “ A 
Treatife of the Rights of Peace and War oN 
Treatife on the Truth of the Chriftian Religion ;” 
“Commentaries on the Holy Scriptures ;” and ° 
“The Hiftory and Annals of. Holland.” He ap- 
péars to haye laboured much for the benefit of his 
fellow creatures; and we truft that his expre{fions 
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of regret, refpecting the employment of his time,’ 


proceeded from the humble ftate of his mind, and: 


not from the confcioufnefs of having: negleted 
any important duties of life. 


When great. talents: and, learning -are,, from 


pure motives, and in true humility, confecrated 


to the fervice of truth and religion, they become 
acceptable offerings in. the Divine ‘fight, and 
often ,eminently promote the good of mankind. 
But when we mifapply thefe qualifications, make 
them fubfervient to pride and vanity, or attribute 
to them an) efficacy in producing: virtue and: hap- 
pinefs, that does not neceffarily belong; to them ; 
they occafion an unhappy wafte of our time, and 
lay the foundation: for bitter regret in the wind- 
ing up of life. 


The worth and importance of thofe advantages 
are lamentably over-rated, if our eftimation of 
them is fo high, and purfuit fo ardent, as to dif 
pofe us to undervalue, to poftpone, or difregard, 
that moft folemn, injunction of our Lord: “ Seek 
ye firft” (early, and in preference to all. other 
things,) “ the kingdom of God, and his righteouf 
nefs ;” remembering that this is “ the one thing 
needful.” 


Whilft the mind is occupied with the variety 
and intricacy of fpeculation and literary engage- 
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wients, and the heart elated with the flattering 
diftin@ions which they produce, we may not fuf- 
ficiently, perceive the importance of this Divine 
injunction: but when the clofe of our day ap- 
proaches, and the retrofped of life is made ; 
when the ardour of purfuit has abated, and the 
delufions of vanity and paffion are at an end; 
we fhall form a true eftimate of the worth of all 
fublunary attainments and poffeffions. We fhall 
then, if not before, perceive that, to have our 
converfation in the world, with fimplicity and 
godly fincerity ; to receive the kingdom of hea- 
ven as a little child; and to fecure an incorrupti- 
ble and immortal inheritance; are things of in- 
finitely greater moment, than merely to poffefs 
all the accomplifhments of mind and body that 
this world can beftow. 

As it is, therefore, our higheft wifdom, may it 
alfo be our greateft concern, feafonably to an- 
ticipate thefe refletions ; and fo to temper and 
regulate all our ftudies, and all the engagements 
of this life, that they may coincide with, and pro- 
mote the great end of our being ! 


JOHN SELDEN. 


JOHN SELDEN, a native of Suffex, was born 
in the year 1584. He was. profoundly learned, 
io 
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and {killed in the Hebrew and Oriental languages, 
beyond any man of his time: Grotius ftyles him 
the glory of the Englifh nation. His mind alfo 
was as great as his learning. He was hofpitable, 
generous, and charitable; he took great delight 
in doing good, and in communicating his know- 
ledge: above all, he was a ferious Chriftian. 


This celebrated man, when he was near the end 
of his days, declared, in a conference with Arch- 
bifhop Usher, that, “ though he had been very la- 
borious in his literary inquiries, and had poffeffed 
himfelf of a great number of valuable books and 
mapufcripts upon all ancient fubjects; yet he could 
reft the happinefs of his foul on none of them, 
except the Holy Scriptures.” He faid that the 
following paffage, in a very particular manner, 
affected his mind: “ The grace of God which 
bringeth falvation, hath appeared unto all men; 
teaching us, that denying ungodlinefs and world- 
ly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly, in this prefent world; looking for that 
bleffed hope. and glorious appearing of the great 
God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift; who gave him- 
felf for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” This is, indeed, a moft 
interefting declaration. It fets forth the univerfal 
love of God; the duties of men, with the means, 
of performing them, the redemption from fin 
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through Jefus Chrift; and a glorious reward to 
the faithful hereafter. | 


CARDINAL RICHELIEU. 


RICHELIEU, an eminent cardinal and minifter 
of {tate in France, was born of a noble family at 
the caftle of Richelieu in the year 1585. Being 
aman of prodigious capacity, and of a reftlefs 
and infatiable ambition, he formed: vaft defigns,. 
- which made his life a feries of agitations and per- 
plexities. He found hinwelf frequently under the 
neceffity of oppofihg the grandees of the king- 
dom, the royal family, the whole houfe of Auftria, 
and even Louis XIII. himfelf. Arnidft his great- 
eft and moft arduous.concerns, he did not negle& 
to cultivate literature, and to fhow himfelf a pa- 
tron of meinvof letters. He manifefted a particular 
regard for perfons.of the religious orders; and 
advanced thofe who were moft remarkable for 
their abilities and virtues. He made many friends, 
and many enemies; but his confummate policy 
enabled him to triumph over all the machinations 
of his opponents. 


When this great ftatefman approached the con- 
clufion of his time, he became very ferious; and 
acknowledged to Peter du Moulin, the famous 
French proteftant, that he had often beem hurried 
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into meafures which his confcience difapproved. 
“T have been urged, ” faid he, “into many irregu- 
larities, by what is called, the reafon of ftate ; and 
as I could not tell how to fatisfy my confcience 
for thefe deviations from redtitude, I endeavoured 
to perfuade myfelf that there was no God, nor a 
future ftate, that I might quiet the upbraidings of 
my mind; but my endeavours were in vain. So 
{trong was the idea of God in my foul; fo clear 
the impreffion of him upon the frame of the 
world; fo unanimous the confent of mankind ; 
and fo powerful the convictions of my own con- 
{cience, that I could not avoid feeling the necef- 
firy of admitting a Supreme Being, and a future 
{tate: and I wifhed to live as one that mutt die, 
and to die as one that muft live for ever.” 

The ferious {tate of his mind increafed as he 
drew near his Jaft hour. A perfon who came to 
fee him inquired, “why he was fo fad ;” the car- 
dinal replied,“ The foul ‘is a ferious thing: it 
niuft cither be fad here for a moment, or be fad 
for ever.” 


He died in 1642, amidft {torms and perils, be- 
fore he had completed his defigns ; leaving be- 
hind him a name, fplendid indeed, but by" no 
means dear and venerable, 


aes 


LORD HARRINGTON. 


JOHN, LORD HARRINGTON, was the eld- 
eft fon of that Lord Harrington, to whom king 
James the firft committed the education of. his 
eldeft daughter, the princefs Elizabeth. 


He poffeffed excellent natural’ endowments,. 
and a confiderable {tock of ufeful learning; but- 
the great concern of his mind was to become: 
learned in the {chool of Chrift,; and to provide 
for ai immortal inheritance.. He manifefted a: 
principle of real, charity.in. his heart, -by his love 
to all who were truly religious... And fo great. 
was his‘compaffion for his fellow-creatures in ne- - 
ceflity, that he gave the tenth part of his yearly” 
income. to.charitable. ufes::. 


At the beginning of his laft ficknefs, he ftrong--° 
ly apprehended that he fhould not recover ;-and ‘ 
therefore calinly prepared for death. . He declared: 
his faith in Clirift,.and his undoubted hope of fal- - 
vation by him; and faid, with much cheerfulnefs, . 
“ | fear not death, in what fhape foever it.anay; 
affail me.” } 


Many excellent things were expreffed by him, . 
during his illnefs. He greatly defired to depart 
this life, that he might be at home with his Lord 
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and Saviour. . About two hours before his death, 
he declared that, “ he till felt the comfort and 
Joys of affared falvation, by Chrift Jefus.” And 
when the time of his departure was come, he 
faid, “.O, that joy! O, my God! when fhall I be 
with thee?” and with the like words, expreflive 
of a tender heavenly frame of mind, he. peaceful- 
ly expired. 


SALMASIUS. 


SALMASIUS, of an ancient and noble family 
in France, was born in the year 1596. He was a 
man of very extraordinary abilities, and profound 
erudition. He was knowing in almoft every 
thing; in fchool divinity, in law, in philofophy, 
in criticifm ; and he was fo confummate a lin- 
guilt, that there was fcarcely a language in which 
he had not attained a confiderable proficiency. 
He was perfe& in Greek and Latin: he underftood 
the Hebrew, Arabic, Perfic, Egyptian, Chinefe, 
&c. and he was well acquainted with all the Ey. 
ropean languages. 


His works are very numerous, and on various 
fubjects. They gained him as much fame as 
ttrong powers and vaft erudition can procure. 
His name was founded throughout Europe; and 
he had great offers from foreign princes, and unik 
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verfities. The Venetians thought his refidence 
among them would be fuch an honour, that they 
offered him a prodigious ftipend: the univerfity 
of Oxford made fome-attempts to get him into 
England ; and the pope invited him to fettle at 
Rome. Cardinal Richelieu ufed all poffible 
means to detain him in France, even defiring 
him to make his own terms; and Chriftina, 
queen of Sweden, fhowed him extraordinary 
marks of efteem and regard. 


When this celebrated man arrived at the even- 
ing’ of life, and found leifure to refle@ ferioufly 
on the great end of his being, he acknowledged 
that he bad too much, and too earneftly, engaged 
in literary purfuits; and had greatly overlooked 
thofé obje@s in which true and folid happinefs 
confitted. “Oh!” faid he, “I have loft an im- 
menfe portion of time; time, that moft precious 
thing in the world! Had I but one year more, it 
fhould be {pent in ftudying David’s pfalms, and 
Paul’s epiftles.* “Oh! firs,’ faid he to thofe 
about him, “ mind the world lefs, and God more: 
‘ The fear of the Lord, that is wifdom; and to 
depart from evil, that is underftanding?” 
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MATTHEW HALE, DU RENTI. PRINCESS 
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CARDINAL MAZARINE, 


JULIUS MAZARINE, a famous cardinal and 
prime minifter of France, was born in the king. 
dom of Naples, in the year 1602. The greatnefs 
of his abilities was confpicuous, even in his early. 
years; and he had the’ advantage of being in. 
ftruéted by a very able tutor. He ftudied the in- 
terefts of the various ftates in Italy, and of the 
kingdomis of France and Spain; and became pro- 
foundly fkilled in politics. It was through the 
intereft of cardinal Richelieu, that he was intro- 
duced into the French cabinet. That cardinal 
made him one. of the executers of his will; and 
during the minority of Louis XIV. he had the 
charge of public affairs. His high {tation and 
great abilities excited the envy of the nobility of 
France ; and this occafioned a civil war that 
continued feveral years. Mazarine was, at laft, 
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forced to retire; a price was fet on his head; 
and even his fine library was fold. But this dif 
grace did not long continue: Mazarine returned 
to the court with more honour than he had ever 
enjoyed; and conducted the affairs of the king- 
dom with fo niuch ability and fuccefs, that he 
obtained the French king’s moft unreferved con- 
fidence. He poffeffed, in an eminent degree, 
the power of difcovering the difpofition and views 
of men; and of affuming a character adapted to, 
circum{tances. 


He was a man of great ambition, and purfued 
with ardour the chafe of worldly honours. But, 
a fliort time before “his death, he. perceived the 
vanity of this purfuir, and lamented the mifappli- 
cation of his time and talents. He was greatly. 
affected with the profpect of his diffolution, and 
the uncertainty of his future condition. This 
made him cry out, “Oh, my poor foul! what 
will become of thee? Whither wilt thou go?” 


To the queen dowager of France, who came 
to vifit him in his illnefs, and who had_been his 
friend at court, he exprefled himfelf in thefe 
terms: “ Madam, your favours have undone me. 
Were I to live again, I would be a capuchin, ra- 
ther than a-courtier.” y 
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BULSTRODE WHITELOCKE, 


BULSTRODE WHITELOCKE was defcended 
from a good family in Berkfhire, and born in the 
year 1605. He poffefted {trong mental powers, 
which were highly improved by education, ftudy, 
and bufinefs. He was advanced to feveral {tations 
of the higheft truft and importance, both at home 
and abroad, and acquitted himfelf in them all to 
the fatisfa@ion of his employers. Whilft he was 
ambaffador at the court of Sweden, he was parti-. 
cularly honoured by queen Chriftina. 


Jir the latter part of his life, he withdrew front 
public affairs, and refided in the country till his 
death. In his retirement, he was vifited by a 
friend, to whom, after making: many ferious ob. 
fervations, he exprefféd him(elf in the following 
manner: “fT have ever thought there has been 
but one true religion in the world; and that js 
the work of ‘the Spirit of God in the hearts and 
fouls of men: There have been, indeed, many 
difpenfations of God fuited to his own wife ends, 
and adapted to the low and’ uncertaj) ftate of 
man in the world. The old world had the Spirit 
of God, and the new world has the fame Spirit. 
It ftrives with all: and they who have been led by 
it, have been the good people in every difpenifa. 
tion of God to the world, | myfelf muft fay, that 
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Thave felt it from a child convincing me of my 
evil and vanity. It has often given me a true 
meafure.of this: poor world, and fome tafte of 
Divine things; and.it is my grief that I,did not 
earlier apply my foul to it. I can truly fay, that, 
fince my retirement from the greatnefs and hur- 
ries of the world, I have felt fomething of the 
work and comfort of it; and I am _perfuaded 
that it is both ready and able to inftru@, and 
lead, and preferve thofe who will humbly and 
fincerely regard it. So that my religion is, the 
good Spirit of God in my heart; I mean, what 
that has wrought in me, and for me.” 


ANNA MARIA SCHURMAN. 


ANNA MARIA SCHURMAN, of a noble 
proteftant family in Germany, was born at Co- 
logne, in the year 1607. The powers of her un- 
derftanding were very great, and fhe employed 
them in the acquifition of a large ftock of litera- 
ture. She was {killed in many languag-s; and 
the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, were fo familiar 
to her, that fhe not only wrote, but fpoke them 
fluently, to the furprife of the moft learned men. 
She had alfo a competent knowledge of, the li- 
beral arts and fciences ; and was held in high re+ 
putation by feveral perfons of the greateft learn- 
ing in her time. 
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In the latter part of her life, the religious tem- 
per of her mind increafing, fhe fet little value on 
all the honour fhe had acquired by her extraordi- 
nary accomplifhments; and became zealoufly con- 
cerned to obtain the favour of God, as the richeft 
treafure, and the higheft of all enjoyments. Af- 
ter this change of views and fentiments, fhe 
wrote an account of her life in Latin: in which 
fhe mentions fome remarkable circumftances 
concerning herfelf, and feveral devout perfons 
with whom fhe was conne¢ted. 


During her laft illnefs, fhe declared her full 
fatisfaction in the religious choice fhe had made. 
After fuffering much from the diforder, fhe ex- 
prefied herfelf in the following manner: “ I have 
proceeded one ftep further towards eternity, and 
if the Lord hall pleafe to increafe my pains, it 
will be no caufe of forrow; the will of my God is 
all to me; I follow him. How good is it to be 
in the hands of God! But it will be ftill better 
for me, when I fhall enjoy more full communion 
with Lin, among the children of God, in the 
abodes of the bleffed. I have nothing more to 
defire in this world.” 


In the laft night of her life, fhe faid to one who 
“watched with her, “ I hear a voice almoft con- 
‘tinvally founding in the ear of my mind; ‘A 

Chriftian muft fuffer’ This voice comforts me 
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in-my-pains; and fupports me that I faint not. 
O how good it is to remain in filence and patience 
before God !---My moft beneficent Father has not 
dealt with me as with his fervant Job, whofe 
friends were with him feven days in filence, and 
then addreffed him with bitter words. But how 
fweet and full of comfort are the words which 
are {poken to me!” 


SIR MATTHEW HALE. 


+ 


SIR MATTHEW HALE, lord chief juftice of 
England, was born in Gloucefterfhire, in the year 
1609, and, by the care of a wife and religious fa- 
ther, had great attention paid to his education. 


In his youth, he was fond of company, and fell 
into many levities and extravagances. But this 
propenfity and conduét were corrected by a cir- 
cumftance, that made a confiderable impreffion 
on his mind during the reft of his life, Being one 
day in company with other young men, one of 
the party, through excefs of wine, fell down, ap- 
parently dead, at their feet. Young Hale was fo 
affected on this occafion, that he immediately re- 
tired to another room, and fhutting the door, fell 
on his knees, and prayed earueftly to God, that. 
his friend might be reftored to life, and that he 
himfelf might be pardoned for having given coun. 

I 


At 


86 SIR MATTHEW HALE. 


tenance to fo much excefs. At the fame time he 
made a folemn vow, that he would never again 
keep company in that manner, nor “ drink a 
health” while he lived. His friend recovered, 
and Hale religioufly obferved his vow.---A fter this 
event, there was an entire change in his difpofi- 
tion; he forfook all diffipated company, and was 
careful to divide his time between the duties of 
religion, and the f{tudies of his profeffion. : 


He became remarkable for his folid and grave 
ceportment, his inflexible regard to juftice, and 
a religious tendernefs of fpirit, which appear to 
have accompanied him through life. His retired 
meditations on religious fubjedts, manifeft a pious 
and humble frame of mind, and contain a folemn- 
ity well adapted to excite kindred emotions in 
the breaft of the reader. We fhall fele&@ a few of 
thefe, as teftimonies which this great and good 
man bore to the power and efficacy of religion, 
as the guide, fupport, and comfort of our lives. 


True religion,” fays he, “ teaches the foul a 
high veneration for Almighty God; a fincere and 
upright walking, as in the prefence of the invifi- 
ble, all-fecing God. It makes a man truly love, 
honour, and obey him, and therefore careful to 
know what his willis. It renders the heart higbly 
thankful to him, as his Creator, Redeemer, and 
Bencfa@or, It makes a man entirely depend on 
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him, feek him for guidance, dire@tion and pro- 
tection, and fubmit to his will with patience and 
refignation of foul. It gives the law, not only to 
his words and actions, but to his very thoughts 
and purpofes ; fo that he dares not entertain any 
which are unbecoming the prefence of that God, 
by whom all our thoughts are legible. It crufhes 
all pride and haughtinefs, both in a man’s heart and 
catriage, and gives him a humble ftate of mind 
before God and men. It regulates the paflions, 
and brings them into due moderation. It gives a 
man aright eftimate of this prefent world, and 
fets his heart and hopes above it ; fo that he never 
loves it more than it deferves. It makes the 
wealth, and the glory of this world, high places, 
and great preferments, of but little confequence 
to him; fo that he is neither covetous, nor am- 
bitious, nor over-folicitous, concerning the advan- 
tages of them. It makes him value the love of 
God and the peace of his own confcience, above 
all the wealth and honour in the world, and to 
be very diligent in preferving them. He performs 
all his duties to God with fincerity and humility ; 
cand, whilft he lives on earth, his converfation, his 
hope, his treafures, are in heaven; and he en- 
deavours to walk fuitably to fuch a hope.” 


Of the inward diredtion and affiftance of the 
Spirit of God to the foul, he writes as follows : 
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“ They who truly, fear God, have a fecret 
guidance from a higher wifdom than what is 
barely human, namely, the Spirit of truth and 
goodnefs ; which does really, though fecretly, 
prevent and direc& them. Any man that fin- 
cerely and truly fears Almighty God, and calls 
and relies upon him for his direétion, has it as 
really as a fon has the counfel and dire@ion of 
his father : and though the voice be not audible, 
nor difcernible by fenfe, yet it is equally as real 
as if a man heard a voice, faying, ¢ This is the 
way, walk in it.” 


“ And though this fecret dire@tion of Almighty 
' God is principally feen, in matters relating to the 
Sood of the foul ; yet even in the concerns of this 
life, a good man, fearing God, and begging his 
direction, will very often, if not at all times find 
it. I can call my own experience to witnefs, that, 
even in the temporal affairs of my whole life, I 
have never been difappointed of the bet direction, 
when I have, in humility and fincerity, implored 
it.” 


“ The obfervance of the fecret admonition of 
this Spirit of God in the heart, is an effectual 
means to cleanfe and fanéify us; and the more 
it is attended to, the more it. will be converfant 
with our fouls, for our inftru@ion. In the mid{t 
of difficulties, it will be our counfellor; in the 
midit of temptations, it will be our ftrength, and 
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grace fufficient for us; in. the midft: of troubles, 
it will be our light and our comforter,” 


“Tt is impoflible for us.to enjoy the influence 
of this good Spirit, till we are deeply fenfible of 
our own emptinefs and nothingnefs, and our 
minds are thereby brought down and Jaid in the 
duft. The fpirit of Chrift is indeed a humbling 
fpirit; the more we have of it, the more we fhail 
be humbled: and it is a fign that either we have 
it not, or that it is yet overpowered by our cor- 
ruptions, if our heart be {till haughty.” 


“ Attend, therefore, to the fecret perfuafions 
and diffuafions of the Spirit of God, and beware 
of quenching or grieving it. This wind that 
blows where it lifts, if (hut out or refifted, may 


‘never breathe upon us again, but leave us to be 


hardened in our fins. If obferved and obeyed, 
‘it will, on all occafions, be our monitor and di- 
rector. When we go out, it will lead us; when 
we fleep, it will keep us; and when we awake, 
it will talk with us.” 


The following: reflefions on the viciflitudes of — 
human affairs, and on the benefits ‘to be derived 


‘from duly confidering them, are highly intereft- 
‘ing and inftructive. 


“Tn theieottrl of; my life, I have been in as 


amany {tations and places as moft men. I have 
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experienced almoft continual motion; and al- 
though, of all earthly things, I have moft defired 
reft, and a fixed private ftation, yet the. various 
changes that I have feen and found, the public 
employments that, without my feeking, and 
again{t my inclination, have been put upon me, 
and many other interventions, as well private 
as public, have made it literally my experience, 
that I have here no continuing city. When 
{ had defigned for myfelf a fettled manfion in 
one place, and had fitted it to my convenience 
and repofe, I have been prefently conftrained 
by my neceffary employments, to leave it, and 
repair to another: and when again I thought 
to find repofe there, and had fitted it to my con- 
venience, fome other neceflary occurrences have 
diverted me from ite And thus, my dwellings 
have been like fo many inns to a traveller, of 
longer continuance indeed, but of almoft equal 
inftability.” 


“ This unfettlednefs of ftation, though trouble- 
fome, has given me a good and practical moral ; 
namely, that I muft not expec my reft in this 
Jower world ; but muft ‘confider it as the place 
of my journey and pilgrimage, and look further 
for complete happinef&. And truly, when I re- 
fleét, that it has been the wifdom of Almighty 
God, to exercife, with this kind of difcipline, 
thofe worthies whom he has exhibited as patterns 
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to the reft of mankind, I have no reafon to com- 
plain of it as a difficulty or an inconvenience; 
‘but to be thankful to him for it, as an inftruction 
and document, to put me in remembrance of a 
better home, and to incite me to make a due 
provifion for it; even that everlafting reft which 
he has provided for them that love him : it is his 
gracious defign, by pouring me thus from veffel 
to veffel, to keep me from fixing myfelf too 
much upon this world below.” 


“ But the truth is, did we confider this life as 
becomes us, even as wife men, we might eafily 
find, without the help of fuch difcipline, that the: 
world below neither was intended for, nor indeed 
can be, a place of reft: but that it is only a labo- 
ratory,to fit and prepare the fouls of the children 
of men, for a better and more abiding ftate; a 
{chool, to exercife and train us up in habits of 
patience and obedience, till we are fitted for ano- 
ther {tation ; a little narrow nurfery, wherein we 
may be dreffed and pruned, till we are fit to be 
tranfplanted into paradife.” 


“The fhortnefs of our lives, and the continual 
troubles, fickneffes, and calamities, that attend 
them ; and the inftances of mortality of all ages, 
fexes, and conditions of mankind, are fufficient 
to convince reafonable men, who have the feri- 
oufnefs and patience to confider and obferve, 
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that we have no abiding city here. And on the 
other fide, if we will but give ourfelves leifure to 
confider the great wifdom of Alinighty God; who 
adapts every thing in the world to fuitable ends; 
the excellence of the foul and mind of mans; the 
great advances and imptovements his nature js 
capable of ; the admirable means which the mer- 
ciful and wife God has afforded mankind, by his 
works of nature and providence, by his word and 
inftruments, to qualify them for a nobler life than 
“this world can yield, we fhall readily confefs, 
‘that there is ‘another ftate, another city to come, 
which it becomes every good, and wife, and con- 
fiderate nan, to look after and fit himfelf for. 
And yet, if we reyard the generality of mankind 
with due confideration, they will appear to be a 
company of diftempered people. The greater part 
of them make it their whole bufinefs to provide 
for reft and -happinefs in’ this world; they make 
the acquifition of wealth and honour, and the pre- 
ferments and pleafures of life) their great, if not 
their only bufinefs and happinefs 5 and, which is 
yet a higher degree ‘of frenzy, they efteém this 
the only wifdom ; and think that the careful pro- 
vilion for eternity, is’the folly of afew weak, 
melancholy, fanciful men: whereas it is a truth, 
and in due time it will evidently appear, that 
thofe men only, who are folicitous for the attaining 
of their everlafting reft; are the truly wife men:; 
and fhall be acknowledged to be fo, by thofe who 
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now defpife them. ‘ We fools accounted his life 
madnefs, and his end to be without honour: how 
is he numbered antong the children of God, and 
his lot is among the faints ? ” 


DU RENTI. 


DU RENT was a young nobleman of France, 
not more diftinguifhed by his high birth, than 
by the excellent talents and qualifications of his 
mind. This accomplifhed youth, influenced by a 
ftrong fenfe of the vanity of worldly grandeur, 
and by an ardent defire to enjoy the comfort of 
a retired and religious life, believed it incumbent 
upon him to relinquifh all his honours, and to, 
withdraw from fcenes, which he feared would 
enfiiare and corrupt his heart. 


The following fentiments fhow him to have 
been a man, whofe mind was much redeemed 
from the fpirit and enjoyments of this world; and 
who endeavoured, above ‘all things, to obtain a 
holy and devout temper of heart, and to conduct 
himfelf acceptably in the Divine Sight. 


** When I gave up my liberty to God, I per- 
ceived to what a ftate of deep humiliation the 
foul muft be brought, to render it capable of 
union with him. I beheld myfelf as if encom- 
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paffed with whatever the world loves and pol- 
feffes: and, as it were, a hand removing all this 
far from me. The fplendour and. vain enjoy- 
ments of this tranfitory fcene, are great encum- 
brances to me in my endeavours to obtain the fa- 
vour of God; of which, therefore, his pleafure is 
that I fhould be {tripped, in order to attain that 
ftate of humility and poornefs of {pirit, which 
will bring me into poffeflion of real honour and 
folid riches.” 


“T find no fecurity in any ftate, but in that of 
dying to the world, and in true felf-abafement : 
this is to be baptized into Chrift’s death, and to 
live the life of Chriftian felf-denial. All that 
can be imagined to befall us in this lower world, 
is comparatively of finall confequence, though it 
were the lofing ofall our poffeflions. Had we 
but a little faith, and a little love, how happy 
fhould we find ourfelves in being willing to re. 
fign up every thing; and in faying, My God, anil 
my Alls? 


How conformable are thefe-fentiments to the 
Divine injunétion, “ Love not the world, nor the 
things that are in the world.”---“ But be ye tranf. 
formed by the renewing of your mind” Tt is, 
indeed, a holy and happy ftate, to be living 
above the world, and prefling after perfection, at 
the fame time that we gratefully acknowledge. 
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Divine Goodnefs, in providing for our neceffities 
during our paffage through life. This fupreme 
love of God, and defire’to be ‘united to him, 
though it is often cherifhed by retirement, is not 
a folitary and inative principle. It not only pu- 
rifies and exalts our minds; but it expands them 
towards our fellow-creatures, and leads us into 
_aéts of univerfal charity. 


PRINCESS ELIZABETH. 


_ PRINCESS ELIZABETH ‘of the Rhine was 
born’ in the year 1620. She was the eldeft 
daughter of Frederic V. ele@or palatine and 
king of Bohemia, by. Anne, daughter of James 
the firft, king of England. This excellent prin- 
cefs poffeffed only a finall territory ; but fhe go- 
verned it with great judgment, and attention to 
the happinefs of her fubjedts. She made it a rule 
to hear, one day in the week, all fuch caufes as’ 
were brought before her. On thefe occafions, 
her wifdom, juftice, and moderation, were very 
confpicuous. She frequently remitted forfeitures, 
in cafes where the parties were poor, or in any 
refpec&t worthy of favour. It was remarkable, 
that fhe often introduced religious confiderations, 
as motives to perfuade the contending parties to’ 
harmony and peace. She was greatly beloved 
and fefpected by her fubje@s ; and alfo by many 
perfons of learning and virtue not refident in her 
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dominions: for fhe patronifed men of this cha- 
racter, whatever might be their country or reli- 
gious profeffion. 


In the year 1677, the famous William Penn 
paid her a vifit: and was treated by her with 
great refpeét. The following account of her is 
taken from his works ; 


“The meeknefs and humility of the princefs 
appeared to me extraordinary: fhe did not con- 
fider the quality, but the merit, of the people 
fhe entertained. Did fhe hear of a retired man, 
feeking after the knowledge of a better world, 
fhe was fure to fet him down in the catalogue 
of her charity, if he wanted it. I have cafually 
feen, I believe, fifty tokens of her benevolence, 
fealed and directed to the feveral poor fubjeéts of 
her bounty, whofe diftances prevented them from 
being perfonally known to her. Thus, though 
fhe kept no fumptuous table in her own court, 
fhe fpread the tables of the poor in their folitary 
cells; breaking bread to virtuous pilgrims, ac- 
cording to their want, and her ability.” 


“She was abftemious in her living; and in ap- 
parel void of all vain ornaments. I muft needs 
fay, that her mind had a noble profped: her eye 
was to a better and more lafting inheritance,sthan 
can be found below. This made her not overs 
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rate the honours of her ftation, or the learning of 
the fchools, of which fhe was an excellent judge. 
Being once at Hamburgh, a religious perfon, 
whom fhe went to fee for religion’s fake, re- 
marked to her, that “ it was too great an honour 
for him, that a vifitant of her quality, who was 
allied to fo many great king's and princes of this 
world, fhould come under his roof :” to whom 
fhe humbly replied, “If they were religious, as 
well as great, it would be au honour indeed; but 
if you knew what that greatnefs was, as well as I 
do, you would value it lefs.” 


“ After a religious meeting which we had in 
her chamber, the was much affected, and faid; 
“Tt is a hard thing to be faithful to what one 
knows. O, the way is ftrait! I am afraid I'am 
not weighty enough in my fpirit to walk in it” 


“ She once withdrew, on purpofe to give her 
fervants who were religioufly difpofed, the liberty 
of difcourfing with us, that they might the more 
freely put what queftions of confcience they de- 
fired to be fatisfied in. Sometimes the fuftered 
both them and the pooreft perfons of her town, 
to fit by her in her own chamber, where we 
had two meetings. I cannot forget her laft 
words, when I took my leave of her: “ Let me 
defire you to remember me, though I live at: fo 
great a diltance, and you fhould never fee me 
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more. I thank you for this good time. Be af- 
fured, that though my condition fubjeéts me to 
divers temptations, yet my foul shas {trong de- 
fires after the beft thing's.” 


“She lived till the age of fixty years; and then 
departed at her houfe in Herwerden, in the year 
1680, as much lamented, as the had been be- 
loved by ber people. ‘To her real worth I do, 


with a religious gratitude, dedicate. this ine- 
morial.” 


WILLIAM MOMPESSON. 


WILLIAM MOMPESSON was rector of Ey- 
ain in Derbythire, during the time of the plague 
that nearly depopulated the town in the. year 
1666, the year after the plague in London. This 
benevolent man thought it his duty to continue 
in the place, hotwith{tanding the plague was 
making its ravages around him. He never 
caught the diforder; and was enabled, during 
the whole time. of the calamity, to perform the 
fuvdions of the phyfician, the legiflator, and the 
paiett, of his aflited parith, affifting the fick 
with his medicines, his advice, and his prayers, 
During thefe pious labours, his wife was taken 
ill, and died. The following letter, written by 
him to fic George Saville, patron of the living 
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of Eyam, breathes fuch a fpirit of pure religion 
and refignation of mind, that we doubt not it will 
be acceptable to the reader. 


“ Eyam, Sept. 1, 1666. 


“ Honoured and dear fir, 


“ This is the faddeft news that ever my pen 
could-write! ‘The deftroying angel having taken 
up his quarters within my habitation, my deareft 
wife is gone to her eternal reft, and is invefted 
with 2 crown of righteoufhefs, having made a 
happy end.” 


“ Indeed, had fhe loved herfelf as well as me, 
fhe had fled from the pit of def{tradion with her 
feet babes, and might have prolonged her days} 
but fhe was refolved to die a martyr to my in- 
tereft. My drooping fpirits are much refrefhed 
with her joys, which I think are unutterable.” 


“ Sir, this paper is to bid you a hearty farewell 
for ever, and to bring you my humble thanks for 
all your noble favours ; and I hope you will be- 
lieve a dying man. I havé as much love as ho- 
nour for you, and I will bend my feeble knees fo 
the God of heaven, that you, my dear lady, and 
your children, and theit children, may be bleft 
with external and eternal happinefs; and that the 
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fame blefling may fall upon lady Sunderland and 
her relations.” 7 


“ Dear fir, let your dying chaplain recommend 
this truth to you and your family, that no happi- 
nefs nor folid comfort can be found in this vale of 
teas, like living a pious life: and pray ever retain 
this rule ; “ Never do any thing upon which you 
dare not fir afl the bleffing of God.” 


“Sir, I have made bold in my will with your 
name for. an executor; and I hope that you wilh 
not take it ill. I have joined two others with 
you, who will take from you the trouble. Your 
favourable afpe& will, I know, be a great com. 
fort to my diftrefled orphans. I am not defireus 
that they may be great, but good: and my next 
requelt is, that they may be brought up in the 
fear and admonition of the Lord.” 


“Sir, I thank God I am contented to fhake 
hands with all the world, and have many com- 
fortable afliurances that God will accept me upon 
the account of his Son. 1 find the goodnefs of 
God greater than ever I thought or imagined ; 
and 1 with, from my foul, that it were not fo 
much abufed and contemned,” 


“T defire, fir, that you will be pleafed to 
make choice of a humble pious man to fucceed 
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me in my parfonage; and could I fee your face 
before my departure hence, I would inform you 
in what manner I think he may live comfortably 
amongft his people ; which would be fome ise 
faction to me before I die.” 


“ Dear fir, I beg your prayers, and defire you 
to procure the prayers of all about you, that I 
may not be daunted by the powers of hell, and 
that I may have dying graces. With tears I beg, 
that when: you are praying’ for fatherlefs infants, 
you would remember my two pretty babes.” 


« Pardon. the rude ftyle: of this paper ; and be 
pleafed to believe that TF am,. dear fir, 
“ Your moft obliged, moft affetionate, 
“and grateful fervant,. 
“ WitLti1am Mompesson.” 


ADMIRAL PENN, 


, WILLIAM PENN, afterwards fir Williany 
Penn, knight, and admiral of England,. was’borm’ 
in the year 1621, of an ancient family... At twen- 
ty three years of age, he was made rear-admiral 
of Ireland; at thirty one, vice-admiral of En-- 
gland; and at thirty two, general in the firft Dutch: 
war. He was a member of parliament in 1655; 
and in 1669 was made a commiflioner of the 
K 3: 
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admiralty and navy, and governor of the fort 
and town of Kinfale. In 1664 he was appointed 
chief commander under the duke of York; and 
was in the remarkable engagement which in that 
year happened with the Dutch fleet. He. then 
took leave of the fea; and foon after, finding his 
bodily infirmities increafe, he withdrew to Wan- 
{teadsin Effex, where he died in 16705\ 


A fhort time before his death, looking over the 
bufy fcenes in which he had. been engaged, he 
became folemnly impreffed with the view, and 
filled with regret for his want of fufficient atten- 
tion to the mercies he had received. The fol- 
lowing excellent advice, which, at that time, he 
Save to one of his fons, ftrongly expreffes the re- 
ligious {tate of his mind. 


“ Son William, I am weary of the world. [ 
would not live over my days again, if I could 
command them with a with; for the fnares of 
life are gréater than the fears of death. This 
troubles me, that I have offended a gracious God, 
who has followed me to this day. O, havea care 
of fin! that is the fting both of life and death. 
Three things I commend to you. Firft, let no. - 
thing in this world tempt you to wrong your coit- 
{cience ; I charge you, do nothing againft your 
confcience: you will then keep peace at home, 
which will be a feaft to you in the day of trouble. 
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Secondly, whatever you defign to do, plan it 
juftly, and time it-feafonably ; for thefe give’ fe- 
curity and defpatch. Laftly, be not troubled at 
difappointments: for if they may be recovered, do 
it; if they cannot, trouble is vain. If you could 
not have avoided them, be content: peace and 
profit often attend fubmiffion to Providence ; and 
afflidions make wife. If you could .have avoid- 
ed them, let not your trouble exceed inftruétion 
for another time. Thefe rules will carry you 
with firmnefs and comfort through this inconftant 
world.” . po 
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PASCAL, 


BLAISE PASCAL was born at Clermont ia 
France, in the year 1623. Nature endowed him 
with extraordinary powers of mind, which were 
highly cultivated. He was an eminent philofo. 
pher, a profound reafoner, and a fublime and 
elegant writer. We raife his character {till 
higher, when we fay, he was a man of moft ex- 
emplary piety and virtue. The celebrated Bayle, 
{peaking of this diftinguifhed perfon, fays; * A 
hundred volumes of religious difcourfes, are not 
of fo much avail to confound the impious, as a 
fimple account of the life of Pafcal. His humility 
and his devotion mortify the libertines more than 
if they were attacked by a dozen miffionaries, 
They can no longer alert that piety is confined 
to’ men of little minds, when they behold the 
higheft degree of it, in a geometrician of the 
firft rank, the moft acute metaphyfician, and 


one of the moft penetrating minds that ever 
exifted.” 
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From his infancy, Pafcal gave proofs of a very 
uncommon capacity. He defired to know the 
reafon of every thing ; and when fufficient reafons 
were not offered, he fought for better : nor would 
he ever yield his aflent, but to fuch as appeared 
to him well grounded. It is a comfortable re- 
flection, that a man of this turn, with a mind fo 
comprehenfive- and fagacious, entertained the 
moft exalted fentiments of the Chriftian religion ; 
and never had the leaft doubt of its Divine autho- 
rity. This information we have from his biogra- 
pher, who knew him well, and who fays, “ that, 
by the inftructions and example of his father, 
great reverence for religion was early imprefied . 
upon his mind, and continued with him through 
life ; and that he was always, in a high degree, : 
oppofed to the principles of infidelity.” 

When he was in the twenty fourth year of his. 
age he declined mathematical and philofophical 
{tudies, in which he had fo eminently diftin- 
guifhed hinfelf,'refolving to {pend the remainder | 
of his days in retirement ; and to devote his time 
and talents wholly to the caufe of piety and. 
virtue. His. work entitled, “ Thoughts upon 
Religion .and. other. Subjects,’ has been much | 
read, and greatly admired. He employed a great 
part of his time in prayer, and, in reading the. 
Holy Scriptures ;, and he found the greateft com- 
fort and. delight, in thefe devout exercifes. . He 
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ufed to fay“ that the Sacred Scriptures are not {o 
much adapted to the head as to the heart of man ; 
that they are intelligible only to thofe who have 
their hearts tight; and that to others they are 
obfcure and uninterefting.” In his retirement, he 
was vifited by many perfons of diftinction,’ who, 
on account of his great wifdom and piety, withed 
to confult him refpecing: religious fubje@s. ‘His 
converfation abundantly anfwered their expecta- 
tions: but he fek a fear to poflefs his mind, left, 
on’ fuch occafions, he thould {peak rather to 
gratify his own vanity, than fimply to afford in. 
formation, aa 


In the following lines, which were written by 
himfelf, and found among his papers after’ hig 
deceafe, we fee a ftriking picture of the mind of 
this good man. 


“TI refpe& poverty, becaufe Jefus Chrift ree 
fpected it : I refpea riches, becaufe they furnith 
the means. of relieving the diftrefled...-I do not 
return evil to thofe who have done me an injury. 
I endeavour to be fincere and faithful to all men ; 
but I have apeculiar tendernefs towards thofe with 
whom God has caufed meto be intimately. con. 
nected. Whether I am alone, or in company, I 
confider myfelf asin the fight of God, who will 
judge my aétions, and to whom I ¢onfecrate 
them all.—Thefe are my fentiments; and I daily 
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blefs my Redeemer, who has imprefied them 
upon me; and who, by the operation of his 
grace, has taken away the concupifcence, pride, 
ainbition and mifery, to which T was naturally 
fubjest. I owe my deliverance to his power and 
goodnefs, having nothing of myfelf but grea 
and corruption.” 


Pafcal, from his youth, was much afflicted 
with facknefs; and he often faid that, from the 
nineteenth year of his age, he had never paffed 
a day free from pain. He fubmitted to his fuf- 
ferings without a murmur, and even at times 
rejoiced in them ; believing that they came from 

the hand of his moft merciful Father, and-were 
- defigned for the purification and improvement of 
his foul. During his laft illnefs, shis deportment 
was truly edifying; and his expreflions of ‘charity 
and pious refignation, though deeply affecting, 
were highly confolatory, to his friends. He faid 
to his difter who attended him; “ How has it 
happened that Ihave never done any thing for 
the poor, though I have always had a great love 
for them?” She obferved to him that he had not 
poffefled property fufficient to afford them much 
aflitance. “Then,” faid he, “1 ought to have 
given them my time and labour. In this refpeét 
I am to blame: and if my phyficians fpeak truly, 
and God fhould permit me‘to recover, 1 am re- 
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folved that the fervice of thé poor fhall be the 
fole employment of my remaining’ days.” 


To fome of his friends, who expreffed the con- 
cern they felt on account of his great and con- 
tinued afflictions, he faid, “I know the dangers 


of health, and the advantages of ficknefs. When 


we are ill, we are exempt from many of the 
paffions which difturb us in health; we are With- 
out ambition, without avarice; we are in conti 
nual expectation of death. We have nothing to 
do, but to fubmit humbly and peacefully.” 


The humility and fimplicity of heart for which 
he was always remarkable, feemed to increafe as. 
he approached his end. A perfon who frequent- 
ly vifited him in his laft ficknefs, faid of him; 
“ He isa child; he is humble ; he fubmnits like a 
little child.”----One of his particular friends, who 
had {pent an hour with him, and had been much 
edified by his meek and pious example, thus ex- 
prefled himfelf to his fifter: “ You may, indeed, 
be comforted. If God fhould call him hence, you 
have abundant caufe to praife that gracious Being 
for the favours which he has conferred upon him. 
I always very much admired his peat qualities : 
but I never before obferved that extraordinary 
fimplicity which I have juft now witneffed + it is 
wonderful in fuch a mind as he poffeffes. 
moft cordially with that I was in his fituation.? 
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His laft words were; “ May God never forfake 
me!” and he died full of peace and hope. 


With every deduction that can be made for a 
few errors arifing from peculiar circumftances, 
Pafcal was undoubtedly one of the greateft orna- 
ments of human nature. Few have rivalled him 
in talents, and few have led a life of equal inno- 
cence and piety.’ 


VILLIERS, DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 


GEORGE VILLIERS, duke of Buckingham, 
and a very diftinguifhed perfon in the reign of 
Charles the fecond, was born at Wallingford- 
houfe, in the year 1627. He poffeiled great 
abilities, which were much improved by edu- 
cation: but they were fhamefully mifapplied. 
“ He was,” fays the ear! of Clarendon, “a man 
of noble prefence; he had great livelinefs of wit, 
and a peculiar faculty of turning ferious things 
into ridicule. He bad no principles of religion, 
virtue, or friendfhip. Pleafure, frolic, or extra- 
vagant diverfion were all that he regarded. He 
had no fteadinefs nor conduG; and could never 
fix his thoughts, nor govern his eftate, theugh it 
was, at one time, the greateft in England. He 
was bred about the king ; and, for many years, 
had a great afcendant oyer him: but, at kngth, . 
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he drew a lafting difgrace upon himfelf: and 
ruined both body and mind, fortune and repu- 
tation. The madnefs of vice appeared in him, in 
very eminent inftances; and, at laft, he became 
contemptible and poor, fickly and funk in all're: 
{pe@s; fo that his converfation was as much 
avoided, as.ever it had been courted.” 


It appears to have been in this deferted and 
degraded ftate, mournfully looking over a life 
{pent in vice and folly, that he wrote the follow- 
ing letter to a particular friendjDr;. W-=---—-.. a 
fhort time before his deceafe. 


“ DEAR DOCTOR !” 


“T always looked upon you to bea perfon of 
true virtue, and know you to have a found un- 
derftanding ; for however I may have aéted in 
oppofition to the principles of religion, or the 
dictates of reafon, I can honeftly affure you, I 
have always had the higheft veneration for both, 
The world and I thake hands ; for I dare affirm 
we are heartily weary of each other. O, what 
a prodigal have I been of that moft valuable: of 
all pofleMfions, time! I bave fquandered it away 
with a_profufion unparalleled; and now, when 
the enjoyment of a few days would be worth the 
world, I cannot flatter myfelf with the prof{pes 
of hal’ a dozen hours. How defpicable, my 
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dear friend, ’is that man who never prays'to his 
God, but in the time of diftrefs! In what manner 
can he fupplicate that Omnipotent Being in his 
afflictions, whom, in the time’ of his profperity, he 
never remembered with reverence? Do not brand. 
me with infidelity, when I tell you that I ain al- 
moft afhamed to offer up my petitions at the 
throne of Grace, or to implore that Divine mercy 
in the next world, which I have: fcandalonfly 
abufed in this. Shall ingratitude to man be look- 
ed upon as the blackeft of crimes, and not ingra- 
titude to God?» Shall an infult offered 'to thé king 
be looked upon in the moft offenfive light, and 
yet no notice taken’ when the King of kings is 
treated with indignity and difrefpect ?” 


“The companions of my former fibertinifin 
would fcarcely believe their eyes, were you to 
fhow them this epiftle. They would laugh at 
me as a dreaming enthufiaft, or pity me asa ‘ti 
miorous wretch, who was fhocked at the appear- 
ance of futurity: but whoever laughs at me for 
being right, or pities me; for being fenfible of my 
errors, is' more ‘entitled to my compaffion, than 
refentment. A future ftaté: may well enough 
{trike terror into any man, who has not acted 
well in this life; and he muft have an uncommon 
fhare of courage indeed, who does not fhrink at 
the prefence of God. The apprehenfions of death 
will: foow bring the mioft profligate to a proper: 


a 


#19 DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. 


wle of his underftanding, "To what a fituation 
wm T now reduced! Is this odious litle “hut a 
fuitable lodging: for a’ prince? “Is this anxiety 
of ‘mind becoming the chara@er of a Chrittian? 
From my rank, I might have éxpected affluence 
to wait upon my life; from religion and under- 
{tanding, peace to finile upon ny end: inftead 
of which Tam affli@ed with poverty, and haunted 
with remorfe ; defpifed by: my ‘country; and, I 
fear, forfaken:by my God!” | ce HE fee Dheg 


«There is nothing: fo dangerous: as’ extraor- 
dinary abilities. I cannot be accufed of vanity 
now, by being fénfible that I was! once poflefied 
of uncommon qualifications, » efpecially’ as. Infin- 
cerely regret that I ever had them. My rank in 
life made thefe accomplifhments {till more cop- 
‘fpicuous; and fafcinated by the general applaufe 
which they procured, I never confidered the pro- 
per means“ by which they! fhould be difplayed. 
Hence, to procure a finile from a blockhead 
whom I defpifed, I have frequently treated the 
virtuous with difrefpe@; and {ported with the 
holy name of Heaven, ‘td obtain -a laugh from 
a parcel of fools,: who were entitled to nothing 
but contempt. Your men of wit generally look 
upon thenfelves as difcharged from the duties of 
religion, and confine the doétrines of the gofpel 
_ to people of meaner underftandiiigs. Te isa fort; 
of derogation, im their opinion, to comply with 
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the rules of Chriftianity,; and they reckon that 
man poffefled of a narrow: genius, who ftudies 
to be good... What a pity that the! holy writings 
ave not made the criterion of true judgment! or 
that any perfon fhould pafs for a gentleman in 
this world, but he that appears folicitous about 
his happinefs in the next !” : 


“1 am forfaken by all my acquaintance ; ut- 
terly neglected by the friends of my bofom, 
and the dependents on imy bounty: but no 
matter! I am not fit to converfe with the for- 
mer, and have no ability to ferve the Jatter. 
Let me not, however, be wholly caft off by the 
good. - Favour me with a vifit as foon. as. pof- 
fible.. Writing to-you gives: me fome. eafe, 
efpecially om a fubjec I could talk of. for ever. 
I am of opinion this-is the Jaft vific 1 fhall ever 
folicit: from you: my diftemper is powerful: 
come and pray for the departing, fpirit of the 
poor unhappy my | 
“ Buckincuam !” 


ROBERT BOYLE. 


-. The honourable ROBERT BOYLE, an emi- 
nent philofopher, and a truly good man, was the 
fon of Richard, earl.of Cork, and was born in 


the yéar1627. | At: Eaton fchool, where he :was 
L 2 
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educated, he foon difcovered a force of under. 


ftanding, which promifed great things s:and. ai 
difpofition to improve it to the utmolt During: 
his education, and before he was: ten years ‘old, 


he was much affli@ed with an ague, which confi- 
derably deprefled his fpirits: aud, to. divert his 


attention, he was perfuaded ‘to’ read Amadis de: 


Gaul, and other romantic books. But. this kind 
of reading, he fays in his memoirs, produced 
fuch ‘reftleffhefs in chim, that he was obliged to 
apply himfelf to mathematical {tudies, in sorder 
to fix and fettle the volatility of his fancy: 


He was a manof great learning’; and his {tock 
of knowledpe was immenfe. © The celebrated 
Dr. Boerhaave has paffed the following eulogium 
upon him. “ Boyle was the ornament of his age 
and country.) Which of his writings fhall I com. 
mend? Ail of them.» To him we owe the fecrets 
of fire, air, water, animals, vegetables, foffils: fo 
that from his works may be deduced the whole 
fyftem of natural knowledge.” 


He was treated with particular kindnefs and 
refpet by king Chardes the fecond, as well as by 
the two great minifters, Southampton and Cla: 
renidon. By the latter he was folicited to ehter 
into orders: for his diftinguifhed learning, «and 
unblemifhed reputation, induced. lord Clarendon 
to think that fo very refpeable a perfonage 
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would do great. honour tothe ‘clergy. Boyle 
confidered the: propofal. with. due. attention... He: 
reflected, that, in» his. prefent: fituation of life; 
whatever he wrote with refpect to.religion would. 
have greater weight, as coming fronia layman: 
for he well: knew, that the irreligious} fortified. 
themfelves againft all that the clergy could. offer,: 
by fuppofing and faying, that it was their trade, 
and that they were paid for it. He confidered 
likewife, that, ‘inpoint of fortune and character, 
he: needed no acceffions: and, indeed, ‘his ‘defire 
for thefe was always :very. limited:; But: bithop 
Burnet, to whom Boyle had cominunicated me- 
nierandums concerning his. life, tells us, that 
what had the greateftweight-in determining: his 
judgment, was, the not feeling within -himfelf 
any motion or tendency of mind, which he could 
fafely efteem a call from the Holy Spirit ;:and fo 
not venturing to take holy orders, left he Haas 
be found to: have lied unto it.” ' a 


Bithop Slice » who .was - Boyle's: particular 
friend, and who, during an intimacy of nine-and- 
twenty years, had fpent many. happy hours ia 
converfation with him, gives a full account of his 
penuine piety and virtue, and’ of his zeal for the; 
Chriftian religion. »<“ This zeal,” he fays, “ was 
unmixed with narrow notions, or abigoted. heat, 
in favour of a particular fect; it was that. {pirit 
whichis the:ornament of a true Chriftian.”) Bur, 
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net mentions, as a proof of this; his noble'founda- 
tion for lectures in defence of the gofpel, againtt 
infidels .of all forts; the effets of whiéh have 
been very confpicuous,. in the many. volumes 
of excellent difcourfes,» which have been pub- 
lifhed in confequence of that laudable and pious 
defign. ; 


He was at the charge of the tranflation and 
impreflion of the New Teftament into the Ma- 
layan tongue; and he had it difperfed in the Eatt 
Indies. He gave a great reward. to the perfon 
who tranflated into Arabic, Grotius’s incomparas 
ble book, on the truth of the Chriftian religion ; 
and had a whole edition printed at his own ex. 
penfe, which he took care to have {pread in all 
the countries where that language is underftood. 
By munificent donations, and ‘by his patronage, 
he alfo yery materially promoted the plans of 
other perfons, for propagating the Chrittian re. 
ligion, in remote parts of the world. In other 
refpects, bis charities were fo extenfive, that they 
amounted to more than a thoufand pounds fter- 
ling every year. 


The great object of his :philofophical purfuits 
was to promote the caufe of religion, and to dit 
countenance atheifm and infidelity. His intimate 
friend, bifhop Burnet, makes the following \ob. 
fervations on this point: “ It apeared to thofe 
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who converfed with him on his inquiries into 
nature, that his main defign, (on which as he 
had his own eye conftantly fixed, fo he took care 
to put others often’in mind of it;) was to raife in 
himfelf and others, more exalted fentiments of 
the greatnefs and glory, the wifdom and goodnefs 
of God. This defign was fo deeply impreffed. 
on his mind, that he concludes the article of his 
will, which relates. to the Royal Society, in thefe 
words: ¢ T with them a happy fuccefs, in. their 
attempts to difcover the true nature of ithe works 
of God: “and I pray that»they, and all other 
fearchérs into: phyfical ‘truths, may cordially res 
fer their-attainments, to the glory of the great 
Author of nature, and to the aeresiee of man- 
kind 9 92. F 


On anatride occafion, the fame perfon’ fpeaks 
of him-thus: “He had the moft profound vene- 
ration’ for the great God of heaven and earth, 
that’ Lever’ obferved in’ any man.’ ‘The very 
name ‘of God was never mentioned by him, with- 
out a paufe and obfervable {top in his difcourfe.” 
So brightly did the example of this’ great and 
good man fhine, through his whole courfe, that’ 
bithop’ Burnet, on reviewing it, in a’monient’ 
of pious exultation thus ‘exprefled: himfelfi; “ T: 


_ might challenge the whole tribe of ‘libertines, »to 


cotne and view the ufefulnefs, as ‘well as the éxs’ 
cellence, of ithe »Chriftian religion, sin a.life that 
was entirely dedicated to it.” 
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JOHN LOCKE, a very celebrated philofopher, 
and one of the greateft men that England ever 
produced, was born in the year 1632. He was 
well educated; and, applying himfelf with vigour 
to his ftudies, his mind became enlarged, and 
ftored with much ufeful knowledge. He went 
abroad as fecretary to the Englifh ambaffador at 
feveral of the German courts; and afterwards had 
the offer of being made envoy at the court of the 
emperor, or of any other that he chofe: but he 
declined the propofal, on account of the infirm’ 
{tate of his health. | He was. a commiffioner of 
trade and plantations, in which ftation hé ‘very’ 
honourably diftinguifhed himfelf. Notwithftand- 
ing his public employments, he found leifure to 
write much for the benefit of mankind. © His 
“Effay’ on Human’ Uniderftanding? his’ Dif 
courfes.on Governmenty” and. his « Letters on! 
Toleration?” are juftly held in the higheft efteem,. 


This enlightenéd man and profoind ‘reafoner 
was moft firmly attached to the Chriftian rel} gion, 
His zeal to proniote! it appeared, firft, in his 
middle age,’ by publithing’ a difcourfe ‘to de. 
monftrate the reafonablenefs of believingy Jefus 
to be the promifed Meffiah ; and, afterwards, in 
the latter part’ of his life, by a very judicious 
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Commentary on feveral of the Epiftles of the 
Apoftle Paul. The facred Scriptures are every 
where mentioned by hun with the greateft reve- 
rence ; and the ‘exhorts Chriftians,/“.to betake 
themfelves in-earneft' to'the ftudy:of the way to 
falvation, in thofe--holy writings, wherein God 
has revealed it from heaven, and propofed it to 
the world; feeking our religion where we are 
fure it is in truth to be found,. comp RANE fpi- 
ritual things: with fpiritual.” 


In a letter, written the year before his death, 
to one who afked this queftion, “ What is the 
fhorteft and fureft way for a young man to attain 
the true knowledge of the Chriftian Religion?” 
he fays, “ Let him ftudy the Holy. Scriptures, 
efpecially the New Teftament: therein are con- 
tained the words of eternal life. It has God for 
its author; falvation for its end; and truth, with- 
out any mixture of error, for its matter.” This 
advice was conformable. to his. own. pradtice. 
“ Por fourteen or fifteen -years, he applied hinm 
felf in an efpecial manner to the ftudy of the 
Scriptures, and employed the laft. years of ‘his 
jifé hardly in any. thing elfe.. He was never. 
weary of admiring the great views of that facred 
book, and the juft relation of all its parts: he 
every day made difcoveries in it that. gave him 
freth caufe of admiration.” 
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_ The confolation’ whicli he derived. from. Diviste 
revelation, is forcibly expreffed Jin thefe words’; 
“I gratefully receive and ‘rejoice in the light!of 
revelation, which has fet me at reft in- many 
things, the manner whereof pd poor reafon can 
by no imeans make’ out to’me.’ 


“After -he had eee ccanlayel a great part 
of his life in ja variety of occupations, he chofe 
a pleafing retirement. for ‘the remainder. of his 
days. ‘This leifure appears to have been pro- 
ductive of folid improvement, by enabling him 
to look calmly over the fcenes of paft life; to 
form a proper eftimate of -its. enjoyments ; and 
to dedicate himfelf more fully to. the caufe af 
Piety and. virtue, ; 


The fummer before his. death, he began to be 
very fenfible.of bis approaching diffolution. . He 
often fpoke of it, and always,with great compo- 
fure. A fhort time before his deceafe, he de- 
clared to a friend, that “he was in the fenti= 
ments of perfect charity towards all men; aid of 
a fincere union with the church of Chrift, under 
whatever name diftinguifhed.” 


The day beforé his death, lady Mafham being 
alone with him, and Giting by his bed. file, he 
exhorted her to regard shin world only as a ftate 
of pr cparscen for a better; adding, that “ he 
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had lived long enough, and thanked God for 
having paffed his days fo comfortably ; but that 
this life appeared to hin mere vanity.” 


The fame day, he particularly advifed all‘about 
him to read the Scriptures; and defired to be re- 
membered by them at evening prayers. Being 
told that, if he chofe it, the whole family fhould 
be with him in his chamber, he faid he fhould be 
very glad to have it fo, if it would not give too 
rauch trouble: and an occafion offering to fpeak 
of the goodnefs of God, he efpecially exalted the 
care which God fhowed to man in jutifying him 
by faith in Jefus Chrift; and in particular, re- 
turned God thanks, for having bleffed him with 
the knowledge of that Divine Saviour. 


About two months before his death, he wrote 
a letter to his friend, Anthony Collins, and left 
this direction upon it: “ To be delivered_to hit 
after my deceafe.” ae 


THE FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF IT? 


“T know you loved me living, and will pre- 
ferve my memory when I am dead. All the ufe 
to be made of it is, that this life is a fcene of 
vanity, which foon paffes away, and affords no 
folid fatisfaGtion, but in the confcioufnefs of doing 
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well, and in the hopes of another life. ‘This is 
what I can fay upon experience: and what you 
will find to be true, when you come to make up 
the account. Adieu! I leave my beft withes 
with you. | . 

Joun Locxs.” 


JOHN JANEWAY. 


JOHN JANEWAY was born in Hertfordthire, 
in the year 1633. He was remarkable for his 
picty and love of mankind, for an exemplary 
conduct through life, and a happy triumphant 
death. 


At about twelve years of age, he had made a 
confiderable proficiency in the mathematics, in 
the fcience of aftronomy, and in other branches 
of ufeful literature. At the age of feventeen, he 
was chofen to king’s College in Cambridge; and 
when he was about eighteen, it pleafed Divine 
Goodnefs to open his underftanding, and difco- 
ver to him, that the knowledge of his Creator, 
‘and the confcioufnefs of an intereft in his love, 
through Jefus Chrift, was infinitely fuperior to 
every attainment and poffeflion of this world. 
Ar this time he became fenfible that aftronomy 
furveyed but a molebill, in comparifon of the 
great objects which the religion of Jefus contem- 
~ plates. The complacency and delight which he 
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found in a religious life, were difcernible in his 
. very countenance. Though he had a juft fenfe 
of the value of learning and knowledge, yet he 
now “counted every thing but as drofs and dung, 
in comparifon of the knowledge of Chrift, and 
him crucified.” From this period of his life to 
the conclufion of it, he continued to rife above 
the world, and to labour for purity of heart, and 
acceptance in the Divine Sight. 


As his own comforts came. from the fource of 
all confolation, fo he was defirous of leading 
others to partake of that fountain, and to depend 
upon it for fupport: “ We poor foolifh: crea- 
tures,” faid he, on a particular occafion; “ {carce 
_ know what is good for ourfelves: but it is no 
fmall encouragément to the people of God, that 
wifdom itfelf is their guard; and that oné who 
loves them better than they love themfelves, 
cares for them.” 


“When he fell into’ a decline; and had but little 
profpect of life, he was far from: being alarmed 
with the view of his diffolution. “I am afham- 
ed?’ he faid, “to defire and, pray for life. Is 
there aby thing here more defirable than the en- 
joyment of Jefus Chrift?. Can I défire any thing 
‘below: comparable to that bleffed vifion? 0. that 
‘crown! that reft which remains for the people 
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of God! and, bleffed be God, I can fay, I know 


it is mine.?? 


It was his cuftom to fet apart an hour every 
day, for fecret retirement and folemn medita- 
tion. On one of thefe occafions, a friend of his, 
unknown to him, happened to be ina fituation, 
where he obferved all that paffed ; and his re- 
marks on the feene before him, are worthy of 
infertion. “ What a fpe@acle did I behold! 
Surely, a man walking with God, converting 
intimately with him, and maintaining a holy 
freedom with the great Jehovah. Methought 
I faw a {piritual merchant in a heavenly ex. 
change, purfuing a rich trade for the treafures 
of the other world. O what an animating fight 
it was! methinks I fee him ftill. How lovely 
was his countenance! His looks, and finiles, 
and every motion, fpoke him to be upon the 
confines of glory.” « 


He was full of love and compaffion to the 
fouls of men; and often greatly lamented the 
barrennefs of Chriftians, in their converfe with 
each other. “O,” faid he, “ what indifference, 
to {pend an hour or two together, and to hear 
{carce a'word that {peaks people’s hearts in love 
with holinefs! Where is our love to God, and 
our fellow-creatures, all this while? Where is our 
{cnfe of the precioufnefs of time? of the great< 
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nef$ of our account? Should we talk thus; if we 
beli¢ved we fhould hear of it again at the day of 
judgment? Does not this fpeak aloud that our 
hearts are devoid of grace; and that we have 
little fenfe of fpiritual and eternal concerns?” 


To a friend who vifited him, and who fpoke of 
the excellency of Chrift, and of the glory of the 
invifible world, he replied; “ Ah! I feel fome- 
thing of it. “My heart is as fall as it can hold in 
this lower ftate.” 


Though he was, generally, as he approached 
his end, in a triumphant frame of fpirit, yet he 
experienced, at times, fome variations: and in 
thefe feafons, he ufed to fay, “ Hold out, faith 
and patience, yet a little while, and*your trial 
will be over.” 2 


Near the clofe of life, moft of his work was 
praife. Admiring the boundlefs love of God to 
him, he faid; “O, why thefe favours to me, 
Lord? why to me?---Praife is now my work, and 
I fhall be engaged in that fweet employment for 
ever. O, help me to praife him. I have no- 
thing elfe to do. I have done with prayer; I 
have almoft done with converfing with mortals. 
I fhall foon behold Chrift himfelf, who died ‘for 
me, and loved me, and wafhed me in his blood. 
I fhall fhortly be in eternity, finging the fone of 
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Mofes, and the fong of the Lamb. I hall 
prefently ftand upon Mount Sion, with an innu- 
merable company of angels, and the {pirits of 
the juft made perfe&. I fhall hear the voice of 
multitudes, and be one amonett them who fay ; 
‘ Hallelujah! glory, and honour, and power, 
‘unto the Lord our God ? ” 


Thus did this favoured and happy {pirit take 
his leave of the world, and rife triumphant to 
the regions of blifs and immortality. He died 
in the twenty fifth year of his age. 
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CHAPT ER VIL 


‘LADY RACHEL RUSSEL. FANE RATCLIFFE. SIR 
ISAAC NEWTON. BISHOP BURNET.  FOHN, 
' EARL OF ROGHESTER. 


LADY RACHEL RUSSEL. 


Lady RACHEL RUSSEL, daughter of the earl 
of Southampton, was born about the year 1636. 
She appears to have poffeffed a truly noble mind, 
a folid underftanding, an amiable and a benevo- 
lent temper. Her pious refignation, and reli- 


gious deportment, under the preflure of very © 
deep diftrefs, afford a highly inftructive example, 


and an eminent inftance of the Power of Religion 
to fuftain the mind in the greateft ftorms and 


dangers, when the waves of affliction threaten to 


overwhelm it. 


It is well known, that the hufband of this lady, - 
William, lord Ruffel, was beheaded in the reign of 


Charles the fecond ; that he was a man of great 
merit; and that he fatkained the execution of -his 


fevere fentence, with Chriftian and invincible for. 


titude. During the period of her illuftrious hut 
band’s troubles, fhe conducted herfelf with a mix- 
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ture of the moft tender affetion, and the moft 
furprifing magnanimity. She appeared in court 
at his trial; and when the attorney-general told 
him, “ He might employ the hand of one of his 
fervants in waiting, to take notes of the evidence 
for his ufe,” lord Ruffel anfwered, that “ he afked 
none, but that of the lady who fat by him.” The 
fpetators, at thefe words, turned their eyes, and 
beheld the daughter of the virtuous Southamp- 
ton rifing up to affift her lord in this his utmoft 
diftrefg: a thrill of anguifth ran through the af 
fembly. After his condemnation, {He threw her- 
felf at the king’s feet’; and pleaded, but alas! in 
vain, the merits and loyalty of her father, in or- 
der to fave her hufband. 


‘When ‘the time ‘of feparation came, her con- 
duct appears to. ‘be worthy of the higheft admi. 
ration ; for, without a figh or tear, fhe took her 
laft farewell of her hufband, though ‘it might 
have been expected, as they were fo happy in 
each other, and no wife could poflibly furpafs 
her in affection, that the torrent of her diftrefs 
would have overflowed its banks, and been too 
mighty for reftraint. Lord Rute parted from 
his lady with a compofed filence 3 and obferving 
how greatly fhe was fupported, faid, after fhe was 
gone; “ The bitternefs of death is now paft:” for 
he loved and efteemed her beyond expreffiont 
He declared, that fhe had been a great blefling 
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to him ; and obferved, that he fhould have been 
miferable, if the had not poffeffed fo great mag- 
nanimity of fpirit joined to her tendernefs, as 
never to have defired him to do a bafe thing to 
fave his life.’ He faid, “ There was a fignal 
providence of God, in giving him fuch a wife, in 
whom were united noble birth and fortune, great 
underftanding, great religion, and great kindnefs 
to himfelf; but that her behaviour in his extre- 
mity,, exceeded all.” ; 


After the death of her lord upon the {caffold, 
this excellent woman, encompaffed with the dark- 
eft clouds of affliction, feemed to be abforbed in _ 
a religious concern, to behave properly under the 
afflicting hand of God; and to fulfil the duties 
now devolved upon herfelf alone, in the care, 
education, difpofal, and happinefs of her chil- 
dren; thofe living remains of her lord, which had 
been fo dear to him, and which were, for his fake 
as well as their own, fo dear to herfelf.. . 

The following fhort extracts from a few of her 
letters, will evince the humble and pious frame of 
her mind; the great benefit fhe derived from. her 
afflictions ; and the comfortable hope fhe enter- 
tained of her future reft and felicity. 


penne aamn nels You, my friend, who knew us both, 
and how we lived, muft allow I have juft canfe 
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to bewail my lofs. I know it is common with 
others to lofe a friend; but few can glory in 
the happinefs of having lived with fuch a one, 
and few, confequently, can lament the like lof. 
Who but muft fhrink at fuch a blow, till, by 
the mighty aid of the Holy Spirit, they let the 
gift of God, which he has put into their hearts, 
interpofe? O! if I did fteadfaftly believe, I 
could not be dejected; for I will not injure my- 
{elf to fay, I offer my mind any inferior confo- 
lation. to fupply this lof No; I moft willingly 
forfake this world, this vexatious, troublefome 
worlds. in which I have no other bufinefs, than to 
rid my foul from fin, and fecure my eternal inte- 
[ refts; to bear, with patience and courage, my 
enlinent misfortunes; and ever hereafter to be 
above.the finiles and frowns of it: and having 
finithed the reninant of the work appointed me 
on earth, joyfully to. wait for the heavenly pet- 
fection in God’s good time, when, by his infinite 
mercy, I may be: accotinted worthy to enter into 
the fame place of reft and repofe, where he js 
gone for whom I grieve.” 


remeernenefé The future part of ray life will not, [ 
expect, pafs as perhaps I would choofe,---Senfe 
has long enough been fatisfied } inde&a {6 long, 
I know not how to live by faith: yet the pleafant 
ftream that fed it near fourteen years. together 
being gone, I have no fort of refrefhment, but 
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when I can repair to that living Fountain whence 
all flows; while I look not at the things which are 
feen, but at thofe which are not feen, expecting 
that day which will fettle and compofe all my tu- 
multuous thoughts, in perpetual peace and quiet.” 

weerenenen “ The confideration of the other world 
is not only a very great, but in my finall judg- 
ment, the only fupport: under the greate{t of 
afflictions that can befall us here. .The enliven- 
ing heat of thofe glories, is fufficient to animate 
and refrefh us, in our dark paffage through this 
world; and notwithftanding I am below the 
meaneft of God’s fervants, and have not, in the 
leaft degree, lived anfwerably to thofe opportu- 
nities I have had ;. yet my Mediator is my judge, 
and he will not défpife weak beginnings, though 
there be more fmoke than flame. He will help 
us in believing ; and, though he fuffer us to be 
caft down, will not caft us off, if we commit our 
caufe to him.---I {trive to refle& how large my 
portion of. good: things has been; and though 
they are pafled away, no more to return, yet I 
have a pleafant work to do, to drefs up my foul 
for my defired change, and fit it for the converfe 
of angels, and the fpirits of juft men made per- 
fed; among whom, my hope is, my: loved lord 
is ohes and my often repeated prayer to God) is, 
that if I have a:reafonable ground for that hope, 
it, may give refrefhment to my poor foul.” 


Oe a ce aes eee ee ae 
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wetecenenee “ From the enticing delights of the 
world, I can, after this event, be better weaned. 
I was too rich in poffeffions, while I poffefted 
him. All relifh now is gone. I blefs God for it; 
and pray that I may more and more turn the: 
{tream of my affe@ions upwards, and fet my 
heart upon the ever-fatisfying perfections of God; 
not ftarting at his darkeft providences, but re.’ 
membering continually, that either his glory, juf 
tice, or power, is advanced by every one of them, 
and that mercy is over all his works; as we {hall 
one day, with ravifhing delight, behold. In the 
mean time, I endeavour to fupprefs all wild ima- 
ginations, which a melancholy mind is apt to let 
in, and to fay, with the man in the Gofpel, «I 
believe ; help thou my unbelief. ” - 


nenveneovss“ It is the grace of God which difpofes _ 
me to afk for, and thirft after, fuch comforts as 
the world cannot give. What comforts it can 
give, lam moft fure I have felt, and experienced 
to be uncertain and perifhing. Such I will never 
more, the grace of God affifting, look after : 
and yet I expeét a joyful day after fome mourn- 
ful ones; and though-I walk fadly through the 

lley of death, I will fear no evil, humbling 
myfelf under the mighty hand of God, who will 
fave in the day of trouble. He knows my for- 
rows, and the weaknefs of my perfon: I commit 
myfelf and mine to him.---The faddet ftate to a 
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ood foul, will one day end in reft. This is my 
beft comfort, and a greater we cannot have; yet 
the degree is raifed, when we confider that we 
fhall not only’ reft, but live in regions of un- 
fpeakable blifs. © This fhould lead us {weetly 
through the dark paffage of the world; and fut 
fer us to’ ftart at nothing we either meet with, 
or our fears fuggeft may happen to us.” 


To lady Effex, fhe wrote as follows :---“ I be- 
feech God one day to fpeak peace to our af- 
flied minds, and not to fuffer us to be difap- 
pointed of our great hope. But we muft wait 
for our day of confolation, till this world paffes 
away: an unkind and truftlefs world this has 
been to us. Why it has been fuch, God knows 
beft. All his difpenfations ferve the end of his 
providences; and they are ever beautiful, and 
muft be good, and good to every one of us; and 
even thefe difmal ones are fo to us, if we can 
bear evidence to our own fouls, that we are bet- 
ter for our afflidions; which is often the cafe 
with thofe who fuffer wrongfully. We may rea- 
fonably believe our friends have found that reft 
we yet but hope for; and what better comfort 


our path is, the niore delightful and ravifhing 
will be the great change.” 
N 
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can you or I defire, in this valley of the fhadow 
of death we'are walking through? The rougher 


ig SANE RATCLIFRE. * 


She furvived lord Ruffel above forty years, 
and continued his widow to the end of her life. 
She died in the year 1723, in the 87th year of 
her age. Her continued hope and truft in Him, 
who had been the ftaff of her life, and her fup- 
port in affliction, is evidenced by the following 
declaration, made not long before the ‘end-of her 
days. “God has not denied me the fupport .of 
his Holy Spirit, in this my long day of calamity ; 
but enabled me, in fome meafure, ito rejoice in 
him as my portion for ever. He has ‘provided a 
remedy for all our griefs, by his fure promifes of 
another life, where there is no death, nor any 
pain nor trouble, but fulnefs of joy, in the pre- 
fence of Him who made us, and whe will love 
‘us for ever.” 


JANE RATCLIFFE. 


_. JANE RATCLIFFE was born in the year 
1638. Her extraordinary faith and piety render 
her a fuitable fubje& for thefe memoirs. 


In early life, fhe indulged herfelf in many of 
the follies and vanities of her time: but being 
awakened to a fenfe of their fatal tendency, the 
renounced them and placed her affections on 
objeés which alone can confer folid and durable 
enjoyment. We fhall pafs over the intermediate 
parts of her circumfpect life, and come to the 
clofing fcene of it; when fhe appeared to be 
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much raifed above the love of life, and the fears 
of death. The following is an extraét from her 
own expreffions, on that folemn occafion. At the 
fame time that they manifeft her defire to be re- 
leafed from the forrows and dangers of mortality, 
there can be no doubt but it was limited by a 
humble fubmiffion, and pious refignation, to the 
will of Heaven. 


“ } defire to die,” faid fhe, “ becaufe I want, 
while I Jive here, the glorious prefence of God, 
which I love and Jong for ; and the fweet fellow- 
thip of angels and faints, who would be as glad to 
fee me with them, as I fhould ‘be to fee them 
about me; and who would entertain me. with 

_unwearied delight.” 


“1, defire to die----becaufe, while I live, I fhall 

want the perfection of my nature, and be as an 
eftranged and banifhed. child from my father’s 
boule.” 


“TI defire to die----becaufe I would not Jive to 
offend fo good a God, and grieve his Holy Spirit. 
For his loving-kindnefs is better than life, and he 
is abundant in mercy to me; and the fear of dif- 
pleafing him often lies as a heavy load upon my 
heart’? * * 


_ «J defire to die----becaufe this world is gene- 
rally infected with the plague of fiv, and I myfelf 
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am tainted with the fame difeafe: fo that, while I 
live here, I hall be in danger of being infe&ted, 
or of infecting others. And if this world hates 
me, becanfe I éndeavour to follow goodnefs, how 
would it rejoice, if my foot fhould flip! How wo. 
ful would my life be to me, if I fhould give oc- 
cafion to the world to triumph and blafpheme 
There are in my nature fo many defects, errors, 
and tranfgreftions, that I may fay with David, 
innumerable evils have compaffed me about ; my 
iniquities have taken hold on me, fo that I am 
not able to look up. therefore defire heaven 
for holinefs, and to the end I may fin no more.” 


' “1 defire to die-—-becanfe nothing in this world 
can give me folid and durable contentment.” 


“ With regard to my children, I am not troubled: 

for that God who has given them life and breath, 
and all they have, while Tam living, can provide 
for them when I am dead. My God will be their 


God, if they be his; and if they be not, what. 


comfort would it be for me to live to behold it? 
Life would be bitter to me, if I thould fee them 
difhonour God, whom I fo greatly love.” 


“JT fear not death---becaufe it is but the {epa- 
ration of the foul from the body; and that is 
but a fhadow of the body of death: Romans vii. 


24. Whereas the feparation of the foul from. 
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God by fin, and of foul and body for fin, is death 
indeed: La. lix. 2.” bso 


“TJ fear not death---becaufe it is an enemy that 
has been often vanquifhed; and becaufe I am 
armed for it; and the weapons of my warfare 
are. mighty through God, and I am affured of 
victory.” ; 


. “1 do not fear death for the pain of it; fort 
am perfuaded I have endured as great pain in 
life, as I-fhall find in death ; and: death will cure 
me of all forts of pain.  Befides, Chrift. died a 
terrible death, to the end any kind of death might 
be bleffed to me., And that God who has greatly 
loved me in, life, will: not negle& mein death ; 
but will, by his Spirit, faccour and ftr Speier 
me all the time of the combat.” 

For her comfort in her Jaft hours, the put into 
the following form’ fome memoirs of the princi- 
pal inercies and bleflings fhe had. received from 


God, 


“How fhall I praife God for my converfion ? 
for his word, both in refpect of my affection to it, 
and-the wonderful comforts I have bad from. it? 
for hearing of my prayers? for godly forrow? 
for fellowfhip with the godly? for joy inthe Holy 
Spirit? for the desire of death? for contempt of 
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the world? for private helps and comforts? for 
giving me fome ftrength againft my fins? for pre- 
ferving me from grofs evils, both before and after 
my calling? or 

Tn her laft ficknefs, which was of lon g continu- 
ance, {he was deeply fenfible of the dangers and 
miferies that attend our progrefs through life ; 
and often implored God to remove her into a 
better world, faying, in the words of David; 
“ Make hafte to help me, O Lord, my falvation ! 
Be pleafed, O Lord, to deliver mé! O Lord, make 
hafte to help me !”——And fhe was relieved in 
the tendere(t manner; for her {pirit departed 
from the body, when it was thought fhe had only 
fallen afleep. , 


SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 


SIR ISAAC NEWTON, a moft celebrated 
Englith philofopher and mathematician, and one 
of the greateft geniufes that ever appeared in the 
world, was defcended-from an ancient family in 
Lincolnfhire, where he was born in the year 
1642. His powers of mind were wonderfully 
comprehenfive and peietrating. . Fontenelle fays 
of, him ;, “that in learning mathematics he did | 
not ftudy Euclid, who feemed to him too plain 
and finple, and unworthy of taking up his time, 
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He underftood him almoft before he read him: a 

caft of his eye on the contents of the theorems of. 
that great mathematician, feemed to be fufficient 
to make him mafter of them.” Several of his 

works mark a profundity of thought and reflec- 

tion that has aftonifhed the moft learned: men. 

He was highly efteemed by the univerfity of 
Cambridge; and was itwice chofen to reprefent 

that place in parliament. He was alfo greatly fa- 

voured by queen Anne, and by George the firft. 
The princefs of Wales, afterwards queen-confort 

of England, who had a turn for philofophical in- 

quiries, ufed frequently: to propofe queftions to 

him... This princefs had a great regard for him; 

and often declared, that fhe thought herfelf hap- 

py to live at the fame time as he did, and to have 

the pleafure and advantage of his converfation, 


This eminent philofopher was remarkable for 
being: of a very meek difpofition, and a great 
lover of peace.’ He would rather have chofen to 
remain'in obfcurity, than to have the ferenity of 
his: days difturbed by thofe ftorms: and difputes, 

which ‘genins and learning often draw upon thofe 

who are eminent for them. We find him ‘refledt- 
ing’ on’ the controverfy refpeGing his optic lec: 
tures, (in which he had been alimoft unavoidably 
engaged,) in the following terms: “1 blamed my 
own imprudence, for parting with fo real a blef 
fing as my quiet, to run after a fhadow.” 
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The amiable quality of modefty ftands very con- 
fpicuous in the character of this great man’s mind 
and manners. He never f{poke, either. of himfelf 
or others, in fuch a manner as to give the moft ma- 
licious. cenfurers the leaft eceafion even to fufpect 
him of vanity. He was'candid and affable; and he 
did not affume any airs of fuperiority over thofe 
with whom he affociated.. He never thought 
either his merit, or his reputation, fufficient to 
excufe him from any of the common offices of fo- 
cial life-. Though he was firmly attached to the 
church of England, he was averfe to the perfe- 
cution of the Non-conformifts.. He judged of 
men by their conduét; and the true fchifmatics, 
in his opinion, were the vicious and the wicked. 
This liberality of fentiment did: not {pri ing from 
the want of religion; for he was thoroughly per 
fuaded of the truth of Revelation; and’ amidtt 
the great: variety of books, which he had con- 
ftantly before him, that which he loved the beft, 
and ftudied with the greateft application, was the 
Bible. He was, indeed, a truly pious man: and 
his difcoveries concerning the frame and fy{tem 
of the univerfe, were applied by him to demon- 
{trate the being of a God, and to illuftrate his 
power and wifdom. He alfo wrote an excellent 
difcourfe, to prove that the remarkable prophecy 
of Danicl’s weeks, was an exprefs pr edidtion of 
the:coming of the Meffiah, and that it was a 
filled in Jefus Chrift. 
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The teftimony of the pious and learned Dr. 
Doddridge to the moft interefting part of this great’ 
man’s charaéter, cannot be omitted on the prefent 
occafion. According to the beft information,” 
fays he, “ whether public or private, I could ever 
obtain, his firm faith in the Divine Revelation dif 
covered itfelf in the moft genuine fruits of fub- 
{tantial virtue and piety ; and confequently gives 
us the jufteft reafon to conclude, that he is now 
rejoicing in the happy effects of it, infinitely more 
than in all the applaufe which his philofophical 
works have procured him, though they have com- 
manded a fame lafting as the world.” 


. The diforder of which he died, was fuppofed 
to be the ftone in the bladder; which was,’ at. 
times, attended with fuch fevere paroxyfms, as. 
to occafion large drops of fweat to run down his. 
face. In thefe trying circumftances, he was never 
heard to utter the leaft complaint, nor to exprefs 
the leaft impatience. 


vate departed this life in the eighty-fifth year’ 
of his age; and, in his principles, and conduc) 
through life, has left a ftrong and comfortable: 
evidence, that the higheft intellectual powers 
harmonize with religion and ‘virtue; and that 
there is nothing in Chriftianity but what will 
abide the {crutiny of the foundeft and moft: ene! 
larged underftanding, © — Shed 
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- How great and fatisfactory a confirmation’ is 
it to the fincere, humble Chriftian, and what an 
infurmountable barrier does it prefent to the in- 
fidel, to perceive, in the lift of Chriftian believ- 
ers, the exalted and venerable names of Bacon, 
Boyle, Locke, Newton, Addifon, and Lyttelton ! 
men who mutt be acknowledged to be ornaments 
of human nature, when we confider the wide 
compafs of their abilities, the great extent of their 
learning and knowledge, and the piety, integrity, 
and beneficence of their lives. Thefe eminent 
characters firmly adhered to the belief of Chrifti- 
anity, after the moft diligent and exact refearches 
into the life of its Founder, the authenticity of its 
records, the completion of its prophecies, the fab- 
limity of its doGrines, the purity of its precepts, 
and the arguments of its adverfaries, 
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GILBERT BURNET, bihhop of Salifbury, was 
born at Edinburgh, in thé year 1643. He was 
carefully educated by his father: and having a 
{trong canftitution, and a prodigious memory, he 
applied himfelf clofely to ftudy, and acquired’ a 
Great portion of learning and knowledge, which 
he feemed to have ready for all occafions: “He-tra- 
velled through France, Italy, and Holland; where 
he formed connexions with many of the greatett 


p 


“BISHOP BURNET. 143 


perfons of his time, by whom he was much re- 
fpected for his talents and virtues. At Amfter- 
dam, he became acquainted with the leading men 
of the different. perfuafions tolerated in the 
United States, Calvinifts, Arminians, Lutherans, 


‘Anabaptifts, Brownifts, Papifts, and Unitarianss; 


aimong{t each of which, he ufed frequently to de- 


clare, ‘he met with men of fuch unfeigned piety 


and virtue, that he became ftrongly fixed ina 
principle of univerfal charity, and an invincible 


‘abhorrence of.all feverities on account of religious 
-opinions. 


He was inftrumentalin promoting the Revolu- 


‘tion; and lived)in great favour:with William and 


Mary, and queen Anne. He diftinguifhed. him- 
felf in the houfe of lords, by declaring for mo- 


derate meafures, with regard to the clergy who 


{cruplcd to take the oaths ; and for a toleration of 
the Proteftant -diffenters.. He compofed many 
works, which evince his defire to promote the 


-caufe of piety.and virtue. “The Hiftory of his 
own Time,” and “ The Hiftory of the Reforma- 


tion, &¢.” have been much read; and for the 
latter, he. received the thanks .of both houfes-af 


patliament. ‘His account of lord Rochefter, is.an 
elegant and, interefting :performance ; and.a-ftrik- 


ing difplay of .thetruth and excellence of the 
Chrittian religion, eR Mees Hy 
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The laft five or fix years of his lifé, he became 
‘more ab{tiacted from the world ; and he feems to 
‘have derived great advantage from the refleftions 
which this leifure produced. The following 
fentiments, folemnly exprefféd ‘by him towards 
the conclufion of his days, are fo expreflive of 
the nature and power of true religion, and of its 
influence upon his own mind, that they claim a 
place in thefe memorials. Rs er aera 


“T fhall conclude with recommending 
to all forts of men, in the moft folemn. and feri- 
ous manner, the {tudy and practice of religion, as 
that which is the molt ifiportant of all things, 
and which is both the light of the world, and the 
falt of the earth.” he 


“ Nothing fo opens our faculties, and com- 
pofes and direés the whole man, as an inward 
fenfe of God; of his authority over us; of the 
laws he ‘has fet us; of his eye ever upon us; of 
his hearing our prayers ; affiltin g our endeavours ; 
watching over our concerns ; of his beige able to 
judge, and reward or punith us in another {tate, 
according to what we have done in this. Nothin g 
will give us fuch a deteftation of fin, and fuch a 
fenfe of the goodnefs of God, and of our obliga- 
tions to holinefs,) as a right underftanding and 
firm belief of the Chriftian Religion.” 


BISHOP BURNET. os 


“ By living according to the rules of religion, a 
man becomes the wifeft, the beft, and the happi- 
eft creature that he is capable of being. Honelt 
induftry, the employing of time well, a conftant 
fobriety, an undefiled purity and chatftity, with 
continued ferenity, are the beft prefervatives too 
of life and health; fo that take a man as an indi- 
vidual, religion is his guard, his perfection, his 
beauty, and his glory... This will make him a 
light in the world, fhining brightly, and en- 
lightening many round abont him.” 


“ Thus, religion, if truly received and fincerely 
adhered to, would provethe greateft of all bleffings 
to a nation, But, by religion, I under{tand fome- 
thing more than receiving particular doétrines, 
though ever fo true, or profefling them, and engag- 
ing to fupport them, even with zeal and eagernefs. 
What fignify the beft dodtrines, if men do not live 
fuitably to them; if they have not a due influence . 
upon their thoughts and their lives? Men of bad 
lives, with. found opinions, are felf-condemned, 
and lie under a highly aggravated guilt.” 


« By religion, I do not mean an outward con 
pliance with forms and cuftoms, in going to 
church, to prayers, to fermons, and to facra- 
ments, with an external fhow of devotion; or, 
which is more, with fome inward forced good 
thoughts, in which many fatisfy themfelves, 
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while thefe have no vifible effect on their lives, 
nor any inward force to control and reétify their 
appetites, paflions, and fecret defigns, ‘Thefe 
cuftomary performances, how good and ufeful 
foever when underftood and rightly directed, are 
of little value when men reft on them, and think, 
becaufe they do them, they have acquitted them- 
felves of their duty, though they {till continue 
proud, covetous, full of deceit, envy, and malice. 
Even fecret prayers, the molt effectual means, 
are defigned for a higher end; which is, to pof- 
fefs. our minds with fuch a conftant and prefent 
enfe of divine truths, as may make thefe live in 
us, and goyern us, and draw down fuch affiftance, 
as to exalt and fanctify our natures.” | 


“ So that, by religion, I mean fuch a fenfe of 
divine truth as enters into a man, and becomes 
the {pring of a new nature within him; reforming 
his thoughts and defigns; purifying his heart ; 
fanciifying and governing his whole deportment, 
his words as well as his actions; convincing him 
that it is not enough not to be fcandalontly vi- 
cious, or to be innocent in his conyerfation, but 
that be muft be entirely, uniformly, and con- 
ftantly, pure and virtuous, animated with zeal to 
be ftill better and better, more eminently good 
and exemplary.” 


“This is true religion, which is the perfection 
of ‘haman nature, and the joy and delight of 
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every one that feels it active and ftrong within 
him. It is true, this is not arrived at all at once, 
and it will have an unhappy alloy, hanging long 
even about a good man; but, as thofe ill mix- 
tures are the perpetual grief of his foul, fo that it 
is his chief care to watch over and to mortify 
them, he will be in a continual progrefs, {till 
gaining ground upon himfelf ; and as he attains 
to a degree of purity, he will find a noble flame 
of life and joy growing up in him. Of'this I 
write with a greater concern and emotion, be- 
caufe I have felt it to be the true, and, indeed, 
the only joy which runs through ‘a man’s heart 
and life. It is this which has been, for many 
years, my greateft fupport. I rejoice daily in © 
it. I feel from it the earneft of that fupreme 
joy which I want and long for; and I am fure 
there is nothing elfe which can afford any true 
and complete happinefs.” 
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JOHN WILMOT, afterwards earl of Rochef- 
ter, was bern in 1647, at Ditchley in -Oxfordfhire. 
After his education was completed, he travelled 
into France and Italy; and, at.bis return, devoted 
himfelf to the court, and was in great favour with 
Charles the fecond: He had very early: an incli- 
sation to intemperance, which hefeemed tovhave 
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totally: fubdued in his travels; but afterwards 
falling into diffolute and. yicious company,. he. 
gave way to his. former propenfity ; and became: 
corrupt in his principles, and depraved in his man-- 
ners. He loft all fenfe of religious reftraint ; and, 
finding it not convenient to admit the authority 
of laws which he was refolved not to obey, fhel- 
tered his wickednefs behind infidelity. 


As he excelled in that noify and. licentious 
merriment which wine incites, his companions 
eagerly encouraged him in excefs, and he wil- 
lingly indulged it; till, as,he confefed to Dr. 
Burnet, he was for five years tovether fo much 
inflamed by frequent ebriety, as in no interval td 
be mafter of himfelf, 


Thus in a courfe of drunken gaiety, and grofs 
fenfuality, with feafons of ftudy perhaps yet 
more criminal, with an avowed contempt of all 
decency and order, a total difregard to every 
moral, and a refolute denial of every religious 
obligation, he lived worthlefs and ufelefs, and 
blazed out his youth and his health in lavifh vo- 
luptuoufpels; till, at the age of one and thirty, 
he had nearly exhaufted.the fund of life, and 
had reduced himfelf to a {tate of weaknefS and 
decay. 


At this time he was led to an acquaintance with 
Dr. Burnet, to whom he laid open with great 


We 
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freedom the tenour of his opinions, and the courfe 
of his life, and from whom he received fuch con- 
viction of the reafonablenefs of moral duty, and- 
the truth of Chriftianity, as, by the Divine blefE 
ing, produced a total change both of his manners 
and opinions. Some philofophers of the prefent 
age will probably fuppofe, that his contrition and 
conviction were purely the effects of weaknefs 
and low fpirits, which fcarcely fuffer a man to 
continue in his fenfes, and certainly not to be 
mafter of ‘himfelf; but Dr. Burnet ‘affirms him 
to have been “under no fach decay as either 
darkened or weakened his underftanding ; ner 
troubled with the fpleen or vapours, or «under 
the power of melancholy.” In proof of this af 
fertion, the following letter is produced; in 
which nothing is omitted but fome perfonal 
compliments to the doctor. 


Woodftock- Park, Oxfordfhire. 
a vis mott honoured Dr. Barset, 


¥ “My fpirits and body decay edliatty fsbeaat 
but weak as I am in perfon, T fhall write you a 
letter.---If God be yet pleafed to fpare me Jonger 
in this world, I hope, by your converfatign, to 
be exalted to fuch a degree of piety, that the 
world may fee how much I abhor what I fo long 
ae ola 
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loved, and how much I glory in repentance, and 
in God’s fervice.  Beftow your prayers upon me, 
that God would fpare me, if ‘it be his good will, 
to fhow a true repentance and amendment of life 
for the timé to come ; or elfe, if the Lord pleafe 
foon to put an end to my worldly being, that he 
would mercifully accept of my death-bed repent- 
ance, and perform that promife he has been 
pleafed to make, that at what time foever a fin- 
ner doth repent, he would receive him. Put up 
thefe prayers, moft dear doctor, to Almighty 
God, for’ your moft obedient, lJanguifhing fer- 
vant, K 

Fune 25, 1680. *“ ROCHESTER.” 

Soon after the receipt of this letter,’ Dr. Bar- 
net vifited him. Lord Rochefter exprefled to 
him in {trong terms the fenfe he had of his patt 
life ; his fad apprehenfion for having fo offended 
his Maker and difhonoured his Redeemer; the 
horrors he had gone through; the fincerity of his 
repentance, and the earneftnefs with which his 
miind was turned to call on God and on his cru- 
cified Saviour, to have mercy upon him. 


‘Difcourfing one day of the manner of bis life 
from his youth, and bitterly upbraiding himfelf 
for “bis manifold tranfgreflions, he exclaimed, 
* O bleffed’ God ! can fach a horrid creature as I 
am, who haye denied thy being, and -contemned 
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_ thy. power, be accepted by thee ?---Can there be 
mercy and pardon for me? Will God own fuch a 
‘wretch as 1 am ?”---About the middle. of his fick- 
nefs, he faid;.“ Shall. the unfpeakable joys of 
‘heaven be conferred on me? O mighty Saviour! 
never, but: through thy infinite love and fatif- 
faction! O never, but ie the purchafe_ of rouad 
blood !” 


From the firft sé his piddiots affent to the 
truths of the Chriftian religion, his faith feemed 
fincere:and fervent.: He highly reprobated “ that 
foolifh and abfurd philofophy, propagated by the 
‘late Hobbes and others, which the world fo much 
admired, and which had undone him, and many 
_ perfons of the beft parts in the nation.” His hope 
of falvation refted folely on the free grace of 
God, through Jefus Chrift. “He often prayed that 
his faith might be ftrengthened, and cried out ; 
“ Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” 


He expreffed great efteem for the holy Scrip- 
tures, and refolved that if God fhould {pare him, 
he would frequently read them, and meditate up- 
on them: “for, having {poken to his heart, he ac- 
knowledged that all the feeming abfurdities and 
contradictions, which men of corrupt and repro- 
bate judgment fuppofed to be in them, were va- 
nifhed ;. and now that he loved and received the 
truth, their beauty and. excellence appeared.” 


15% LORD ROCHESTER. 


He frequently implored God’s Holy Spirit, to 
comfort and fupport him, to preferve him from 
wicked thoughts and fuggeftions, and from every 
thing prejudicial to that religious temper of mind 
with which he was now fo happily endued. One 
night having been much difturbed by evil imagi- 
nations, “ [ thank God,’ faid he, I abhor 
them all. By the power of his grace, which I 
am fure is fufficient for me, I have overcome 
them. It is the malice of the devil, becaufe I 
am refcued from him, that thus troubles me; but 
the goodnefs of God frees me from all my f{pi- 
ritual enemies ” 


He often called for his children, and {poke to 
them with.a warmth of feeling that can f{carcely 
be defcribed. “See,” faid he to Dr. Burnet, 
“how good God has been to me, in giving me 
fo many bleflings! and yet 1 have been a moft 
ungracious and unthankful creature!” He ex- 
preffed much concern for the pious education of 
his children ; and “ withed his fon might never 
bea wit; one of thofe wretched creatures,” as 
he explained it, “ who pride themfelves in deny- 
ing the being or the providence of God, and in 
ridiculing religion, but that he might become an 
honeft and a pious man, by-which means only he 
could be the fupport and bleffing of his family.” 


He gave a {trid charge to the perfons in whofe 
cuftody his papers were, to burn all his obfcene 
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and filthy pictures, which were fo notorioufly 
fcandalous ; and all his profane and lewd writ- 
ings, by which he had fo highly offended, and 
fhamed, and blafphemed, that holy religion into 
which he had been baptized. 


He was ready to make reftitution, to the ut- 
moft of his power, to all perfons whom he had 
injured; and heartily forgave all the wrongs’ 
which he had fuftained, hoping: that he fhould 
mieet with the like free forgivenefs from God. 


He expreffed a tender concern for his fervants, 
and thofe who attended him; and earneftly ex- 
horted them to love and fear God. ‘To a gentle- 
man of fome character who came to fee him on his 
death-bed, he faid; “ O remember that you 
contemn God no more. He is an avenging God, 
and will.vifit you for your fins; and will, I hope, 
in mercy, touch your confcience, fooner or later, 
as he has done mine. You and I have been. - 
friends and finners together’a great while, and 
therefore I am the more free with you. We 
have been all miftaken in our conceits and opi- 
nions ; our perfuafions have been falfe and 
groundlefs ; therefore God grant you repent- 
ance.” And feeing the fame gentleman the next 
day, he faid ; “Perhaps you were difobliged by 
my plainnefS..with you yelterday... I {poke the 
words of truth and fobernefs:” and. ftriking. his, , 


154 LORD ROCHESTER. 


hand upon his breaft, he added, “ I hope God will 
touch your heart.” . 


He was very defirous to teftify to the world his 
repentance for his paft mifconduct, and to make 
every reparation in his power for the mifchiefs, 
which, by his example and writings, he had oc- 
cafioned.. He fent meflages, which well became 
a dying penitent, to fome of his former friends. 
He ftriGly enjoined the pious perfons who at- 
tended him during his laft ficknefs, to publith 
any thing concerning him that might be a means 
to reclaim others; praying to God, that, as his 
life had done much hurt, fo his death might do 
fome good. He caufed the following folemn de- 
claration to be drawn up, which he figned with 
his own hand. 


“For the benefit of all thofe whom I may 
have drawn into fin, by my example and encou- 
ragement, I leave to the world this my laft decla- 
ration, which I deliver in the prefence of the 
GREAT GOD, who knows the fecrets of all 
hearts, and before whom [ aim preparing to be 
judged; that, from the bottom of my foul, I de- 
‘tet and abhor the whole courfe of any former 
wicked life; that I think I can never fufficiently 
adinire the goodnefs of God, who has given me 
a true fenfe of my pernicious opinions, and vile 
practices; by which I have hitherto lived, with- 
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out hope, and without God in the world; have 
been an open enemy to Jefus Chrift, domg the 
utmoft defpite to the holy Spirit of Grace ; and 
that the greateft teftimony of my charity to fuch 
is, to warm them, in the ‘name of God, and as 
they regard the welfare of their immortal fouls, 
no more to deny his being or his providence, or 
defpife his goodnefs; no more to make a mock 
of fin or contemn the pure and excellent religion 
of my ever-blefled Redeemer, through ‘whofe 
merits alone, I, ome of the greateft of finners, do 
yet hope for mercy and forgivenefS. Amen. 

6° J. RocHESTER. 
“ Declared and figned' in the prefence of = 

* ANN ROCHESTER. 

* RopeRT Parsons.” 


His fufferings were, at times, very great ; but 
he did not repine under them. In one of his 
fharpeft fits of pain, looking up to heaven, he 
faid ; “God’s holy will be dose, I blefs him for 
all he does to me.” , ert 


He exprefled his willingnefs to live, or to die, as 
it fhould pleafe Divine Providence. “If? faid 
he, “God fhould fpare me yet a little longer time 
here, I hope to bring glory to his name, propor- 
tionable to the difhonour | have dove him, in my 
whole life paft; and particularly, by endeavours 
to convince others of the danger of their con- 
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dition, if they continue impenitent; and by tell- 
ing them how gracioufly God has dealt with 
me.” : rus 


Near the clofe of life, he rejoiced in the com- 
fortable perfuafion of acceptance with God.. A 
few days before his deceafe, he faid; “1 fhall 
now die. But O, what uifpeakable glories do 
I fee ! What joys, beyond thought or expreffion, 
am I fenfible of !-I am affured of God’s mercy to 
‘me, through Jefus Chrift. O! how I long to 
die, and to be with my Saviour !” 


Thus died, in the thirty third year of his age, 
the celebrated earl of Rochefter ; a memorable 
inftance of the goodnefs and mercy of God, and 
of the power of his grace, to purify and redeem 
the moft corrupt and obdurate offender. From 
this cafe, and from many other inftances, the 
truly penitent finner, though his fins have been 
as fcarlet or as crimfon, may derive hope that 
God will even in his greateft extremity, hear 
his prayers, and accept his repentance: but none 
fhould prefume on the Divine Mercy, by defer- 
ring their amendment till they are brought to the 
bed of ficknefs and death. They may fuddenly 
be taken away; they may not have their under- 
ftandings in the time of illnefs; they may be de- 
ceived with falfe hopes of recovery; their pains 
of body may not admit of that ftate of maind 
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which is proper for the great work of repentance ; 
or, they may have" becotie fo hardened by the 
habits of fin, that they may die, as many have 
died, without a proper fenfe of their condition. 
May the goodnefs and forbearance of God lead to 
repentance and amendment of life, in the time of 
health! We fhall then, at the approach of death, 
have no guilty tumults of mind; no difmal fore- 
bodings of the future. We fhall bear our afflic- 
tion with patience and refignation ; and, with joy- 
ful hope, commit our fpirits into the hands of a 
faithful and merciful Creator. 


For a further account of Jord Rochefter, we 
refer the reader to a fmall volume publifhed by 
Dr. Burnet, entitled, “Some paflages of the Life 
and Death of John, earl of Rochefter ;” a book,” 
which, as Dr. Johnfon fays, “ the critic ought to 
read for its elegance, the philofopher. for its ar- 
euments, and the faint for its piety.” 
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‘QUEEN MARY. 


MARY, queen of Great-Britain, and confort 
of king William the third, was the daughter of 
James the fecond, and was born in the year 1661. 
She appeared to be happily difpofed from very 
early life, being good and gentle before fhe was 
capable of knowing that it was her duty to be fo. 
This temper continued with her through the 
whole progrefs of her childhood. She might 
need inftruction, but fhe wanted no perfuafion. 
And it is faid, that fhe never once, in the whole 
courfe of her education, gave occation for reproof. 
Befides a moft amiable {weetnefs of temper, fhe 
pofieffed great underftanding, and a mind culti- 
vated with ufeful learning and knowledge. 


She was married ia the fixteenth year of herage, 
to the prince of Orange, and went to refide in Hol- 
land; where fhe conducted herfelf with fo much 
. wifdom and goodnefs, as to gain univerfal efteem 
and affection. But that which was, beyond all 
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comparifon, her greateft ornament and poffeffion, 
was a truly devout and religious temper, which 
made her look with indifference on the honours 
and f{plendour with which fhe was furrounded; 
and feek for her higheft enjoyment, in doing 
good, in peace of mind, and in the hope of a 
better life. 


In proof of her uncommon merit, we fhall here 
infert a fhort declaration concerning her, made 
by her hufband king William, whom fhe ten- 

. derly loved, and who beft knew her excellence, 
and his own great lofs in being deprived of. her. 
To doétor Tenifon, who endeavoured to comfort 
him after her death, he obferved; “ I cannot 
but grieve fince I have loft a wife who, in feven- 
tee years, never was guilty of an indifcretion. 
During the whole courfe of our marriage, | never 
perceived the leaft fault in her. She poffelfed 
a worth that no body thoroughly knew but my- 
felf?? t. 


In the character of lady Ruffel, we have feen 
the power and operation of religion on the mind, 
under fome of the darkeft clouds of affliction and 
diftrefs: in the prefent inftance, of queen Mary, 
the virtue and preferving nature of the fame Di- 
vine principle, is evidenced amid{ft the magni- 
ficence of a-court, and the funfhine of worldly 

-profperity. It is, indeed, a principle of univerfal 
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agency; adapted to all ranks of men, and to 
every allotment of Providence; a fure prefer- 
vative when things are fmiling around us, and a 
fovereign remedy for, or fupport under, all the 
calamities of life. 


This good queen fpent a great part of her 
time in perufing the holy Scriptures, and other 
religious books. By a letter to her father, writ- 
ten in early life, in fupport of the Proteftant faith, 
dhe appears to have been thoroughly grounded 
and eftablifthed in the principles of the Reform- 
ation. Bifhop Burnet fays, that, “ although he 
had a high opinion of the prince{s’s good under- 
ftanding, before he faw this letter, yet the letter 
furprifed him, and gave him an aftonithing joy 
to fee fo young a perfon, all on a fudden, with- 
ont confulting any one, able to write in fo folid 
and learned a manner.” 


-» Her talents and abilities were very confpicuous 
in all her concerns, and particularly in the im- 
portant charge of government. Doétor Tillotfon, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, faid, that “ he was in 
great admiration at the proofs he knew the queen 
gave of her knowledge, in the weighty affairs of 
{tate, in the king’s abfence, when the executive 
part of the government was in her hands.” 


Her compaflion and bounty to the poor and 
afflicted, and thofe who ftood in need of her li. 
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berality, were very eminent, and fuch as corre- 
fponded with her exalted ftation, and’the abun- 
dant fources of relief to which fhe had’ accefs. 
She took care to have a juft accourit both of the 
worthinefs, and the neceffities, of thofe “who 
were candidates for her liberality; and, in the 
conducting of her charity, fhowed as great ex- 
actnefs, attention, and diligence, as if fhe had 
had no cares of a higher nature. But what 
crowned all, was her exact conformity to the rule 
of the Gofpel in her munificence: for none knew 
to whom, ot what fhe gave, but thofe whom fhe 
was obliged to employ in the conimunication of 
her bounty. 

The piety of this excellent perfon, as it was a 
noble fupport to her, under fome kinds of trouble, 
fo it gave the fharper edge to others. The im- 
pieties and blafphemies, the open contempt of 
religion, and the fcorn of virtue, which fhe heard 
of from many perfons, and from many different 
parts of the nation, gave ber a fecret horror, and 
prefented her with fuch a gloomy profpedt,as filled 
her mind with melancholy refleCtions. She was 
very fenfibly touched, when fhe heard that fome, 
who pretended to much zeal for the crown and 
the revolution, feemed thence to think they had 
a fort of right to be indulged in their licentiou& 
nefs, and irregularities. She often faid, “ Can a 
bleffing be expeéted from fuch hands, or on any 


thing that muft pafs through them?” ” 
2 
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She had a juft efteem for all perfons whom fhe 
thought truly religious and virtuous; atid-no other 
confiderations were much regarded by her, when 
thefe excellencies were not to be found. Next 
to open impiety, the want of life in thofe who 
pretended to religion, and the deadnefs and dif- 
union of the proteftants in general, very much 
affected her; and the often faid, with poignant 
regret; “ Can fuch dry bones live?” 


So far was fhe from entertaining a-high opinion 
of herfelf, that fhe had a tender fenfe of any 
thing that looked like a mifcarriage under her 
conta and was afraid left fome miftake of hers 
might have occafioned it. When difficulties 
grew too great to be furmounted, and fhe felt 
uneafy under them, fhe made God her refuge ; 
and often faid, “ that fhe found herfelf tranquil, 
after fhe had poured forth her foul in prayer. 
When melancholy events came from the hand of 
Providence, fhe faid, that “ though there was no 
occafion for complaint or anger, upon thefe crofs 
occurrences, yet there was juft caufe of prief, 
fince God’s hand was to be feen fo particularly in 
then.” 


In her brighteft feafons, the did not fuffer her- 
felf to be lulled into fecurity, nor did fhe with- 
draw her dependence upon God. In the plea- 
fures of life the maintained a true indifference:as 
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to their continuance; and feemed: to think. of 
parting with them, in fo eafy.a manner, as plainly 
fhowed. how little ek oat they had of her 
heart. 


At. one period of her life, the felt fuch-indit- 
pofition of body, as induced her.to believe that 
fome great ficknefs was approaching; but, on 
this occafion, fhe poffefled great quietude. and 
refignation, and faid, that “though fhe did not 
pray for death, yet fhe could neither with nor 
pray againft it... She left that to God, and refer- 
red herfelf to the difpofal of Providence. If fhe 
did not with for death, yet fhe did not fear it.” 


As this was the {tate of her mind, when. fhe 
viewed that event at fome diftance, fo fhe main- 
tained the fame compofure, on its near approach. 
The end of this extraordinary queen was, indeed, 
fuchas might have been expected, from the pure © 
and exemplary life fhe-had lived. When fhe 
was firft informed of the danger to be appre- 
hended from her diforder, (which was .,the fimall- 
pox,) fhe calmly faid; “I have been inftrné&ed 
how very hazardous a thing it is-to rely upon a 
death-bed repentance: Iam not now to begin the 
great work of preparing for death; and, I praife 
God, 1 am not afraid of :it.”. Under the weight 
of her diforder, which was very trying to nature, 
fhe appeared to feel no inward depreflion, or. dif. 
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couragement of minds a willingnef$ to die, and 
an entire refignation to the will of God, accom 
panied her to the clofing feene; in the near ‘ap- 
proach of which fhe declared, that “ fhe expe- 
rienced the joys of a good confcience, and the 
power of religion giving her fupports, which even 
the la(t agonies could not fhake.” Thus died this 
moft excellent princefs; and, no doubt, paffed 
from an earthly to a heavenly crown, “ a crown 
of glory that fhall never fade away.” 


The contemplation of fuch peaceful and happy 
conclufions of life, is fufficient, at times, to ele. 
vate the foul, and to make all the glories and 
enjoyments of this world fink into nothing. Ah! 
thefe are favoured, precious moments, when the 
Divine Power of Religion breaks in upon us, dif 
folves the enchantment of the world, diffipates the 
mift of vain doubts and fpeculation, and raifes a 
fervent afpiration, that whatever may be our allot: 
ment through life, we may die the death of the 
righteous, and the love of God be our portion for 
ever! 


BOERHAAVE, 


HERMAN BOERHAAYE, one of the greatelt 
phyficians, and beft of men, was born in Holland, 
’ in the year 1668. This illuftrious perfon, whofe 
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name has fpread throughout the world, and who 
left at his death above two hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, was, at his firft fetting out in life, 
obliged to teach the mathematics to obtain a ne- 
ceflary fupport. His abilities, induftry, and great 
merit, foon gained him friends, placed him in 
eafy cireumftances, and enabled him to be boun- 
tiful to others. 


The knowledge and learning of this great man, 
however uncommon, hold, in his charaéter, but 
the fecond place; his virtue was yet much more 
uncommon than his literary attainments. He was 
an admirable example of temperance, fortitude, 
humility, and devotion. . His piety and a religious 
fenfe of his dependence on God, was the bafis of 
all his virtues, and the principle of his whole con- 
du&. He was too fenfible of his weaknefs to 
afcribe any thing to himfelf, or to conceive that 
he could fubdue paffion, or withftand temptation, 
by his own natural power; he attributed every 
good thought, and every laudable action to the ~ 
Father of Goodnefs. Being once afked by a friend, 
who had often admired his patience under great 
provocations, whether he had ever been under the 
influence of anger, and by what means he had fo 
entirely fuppreffed that impetuous and ungovern- 
able paffion? He anfwered, with the utmoft frank- . 
nefs and fincerity, that he was naturally quick of 
refentment, -but that he had, by daily prayer: and 
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meditation, atlen gth nulans to this maftery over 
himfelf. 


As foon as he’ rofe in the morning, it was, 
through life, his daily praétice to retire for an 
hour to private prayer and meditation: this, he 
often told his friends, gave him fpivit and vigour 
in the bufinefs of the day, and this he therefors 
commended as the beft rule of life; for nothing, he 
knew, can fupport the foul in all its diftreffes, but 
confidence in the fupreme Being ; nor can a fteady 
and rational magnanimity flow from any other 
fource than a confcioufnefs of the Divine Favour, 


He afferted on all occafions the Divine Authority 
of the Holy Scriptures. The excellency of the 
Chriftian religion was-the frequent fubject of his 
converfation. A {trict obedience to the doctrine, 
and a diligent imitation of the example, of our 
blefled Saviour, he often declared to be the foun- 
dation of true tranquillity, . He was liberal tothe 
diftreffed, bat without oftentation. He often 
obliged his friends in fach a manner, that they 
knew not, unlefs by accident, to whom they were 
indebted. _ He was condefcending to all, and par- 
ticularly attentive in his profeffion, He. ufed to 
fay that the life of a patient, if trifled with or ne- 
glected, would one day be required at the hand 
of the phyfician, He called the poor. his beft pa- 
tients; for God, faid he, is their paymafter, In 
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converfation, he was cheerful and inftructive; and 
defirous of promoting every valuable end of fo- 
cial intercourfe.” He never regarded calumny and 
detraction; (for Boerhaave himfelf had enemies ;) 
nor ever thought it neceffary to confute them. 
“ They are fparks,” faid he, “ which, if you do 
not blow, will go out of themfelves. The fureft 
remedy againft {candal, is, to live it down by per- 
feverance in well doing; and by praying to God, 
that he would cure the diftempered minds of thofe 
who traduce and injure us.” 


About the middle of the year 1737, he felt the 
firft approaches of that fatal diforder which brought 
him to the grave. During this afflitive and Jing- 
ering illnefs, his conftancy and firmnefs did not 
forfake him. He neither intermitted the neceflary 
cares of life, nor forgot the proper preparations 
for death. 


He shinies toa friend, with @reat concern, that 
once his patience fo far gave way to extremity 
of pain, that, after having lain fifteen hours in 
exquifite tortures, he prayed to God that he might 
be fet free by death. His friend, by way of con- 
folation, anfwered, that he thought fuch withes, 
when forced by continued and exceflive torments, 
unavoidable in the prefent ftate of hunran nature; 
that the beft men, evew Job himnfelf, were not 
able to refrain from fuch {tarts of impatience, 
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This-he did not deny, but’ faid, “ He that loves 
God, ought to think nothing defirable but what 
is moft pleafing to the Supreme Goodnefs.” | 


Such were his fentiments, and fuch his conduc& 
in this {tate of weaknefs and pain... As death ap- 
proached nearer, he was fo far from terror of con- 
fufion, that he feemed even lefs fenfible of pain, 
and more cheerful under-his torments. He died, 
much honoured and lamented, in the 7oth year 
of his age. . 


In contemplating the character of this excellent 
man, what ftrikes us moft is, that far from being 
made impious by philofophy, or vain by know- 
ledge or by virtue, he afcribed all his abilities to 
the bounty, and all his goodnefs to the grace of 
God: “ May his example,’ fays Dr. Johnfon; 
his biographer, “ extend its influence to his ad- 
mirers and followers! May thofe who ftudy his 
writings imitate his life, and thofe who endeavour 
after his knowledge, afpire likewife to his 
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- JOSEPH ADDISON, a celebrated Englith wri- 
ter, was born at Milfton, in Wiltfhire, in the year 
1672. About the age of fifteen, he was entered 
at Queens-college, Oxford, where, by his fine 
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parts, and great application, he made a furprifing 
proficiency in claffical learnmg. Before he left 
the univerfity, he was, warmly folicited to enter 
into- orders; and he; once refolved to do fo: but 
his great modefty,.and.an uncommonly delicate 
fenfe of the importance of the facred funtion, 
made him afterwards.alter his refolution. He was 
highly refpected by-many of the greateft, and the 
moft learned. of his cotemporaries.... He travelled 
into Italy, where he made many ufeful obferva- 
tions, and prepared materials for fome of, his lite- 
rary works. On his return to England, he was 
chofen one of the lords commiffioners for trade. 
In 1709, he was made fecretary to the lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland: and. in-1717, was adyanced to 
the high office of fecretary of State. 


His writings have been of great ufe to the world; 
and his “ Evidences of the Chriftian Religion” 
not the leaft fo. Dr. Johnfon, in delineating his 
charaéter, as a writer, gives the following amiable 
picture of him. “He employed wit on the fide 
of virtue and religion. He. not only made the 
proper ufe of wit himfelf, but taught it to others; 
and, from his time, it has been generally fub- 
fervient to the caufe of reafon andtruth. He has 
diffipated the prejudice that had lonp conneéted 
cheerfulnefs. with vice, and eafinefs of ‘manners 
with laxity, of principles. -He has reftored virtue 
to its dignity; and taught, innocence not,to be 
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afhamed. This is an elevation of literary charac- 
ter, above all Greek, above all Roman, fame. 
As a teacher of wifdom, he may be confidently 
followed. His religion has nothing in it enthu- 
fiaftic or fuperftitious; he appears neither weakly: 
credulous, nor wantonly feeptical; his morality: 
is neither dangeronfly lax, nor impracticably rigid. 
All the enchantment of fancy, and all the cogency- 
of argument, are employed to recommend to the 
reader his real intereft, the care of pleafing the 
Author of his being.” 


Of his integrity in difcharging the duties of his 
office, there is a {triking proof recorded. When 
he was fecretary in Ireland, he had materially 
promoted the intereft of an individual, who offered 
him, in return, a bank note of three hundred 
poures, and a diamond ring of the fame. value. 
Thefe he ftrennoufly refufed to accept; and wrote 
to the perfon as follows: “ And now, Sir, believe 
me when I affure you, I never did, nor ever will, 
on any pretence whatfoeyer, take more than the 
{tated and cuftomary. fees of my office. I might 
keep the contrary practice concealed from the 
world, were I capable of it; but I could not from 
wnyfelf: and. I hope I fhall always fear the. re- 
proaches of my own heart, more than thofe of all 
mankind.” 


A smind confcious of its own uprighthefs, and 
humbly trutting itt the’ goodnefs of God, has the 
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beft ground to look forward with complacency 
towards another life. The following ‘lines of 
Addifon: are fweetly expreffive of the peace and 
pleafure which he enjoyed, in contemplating’ his 
future exiftence. “The profpect of a future 
{tate is the fecret comfort and refrefhment of my 
foul. Tt is that which makes nature look cheerful 
about me; it doubles all my pleafures, and fup- 
ports me under all my affliGions.” I can look at 
difappointments and misfortunes, pain and fick-’ 
nefs, death itfelf, with indifference, fo long as 1 
keep in view the pleafures of eternity, and the 
ftate of being in which there will be no fears nor 
Peesenteas: pains nor forrows.” 


The virtue of this excellent man fhone brightei 
at the point of death, After a long and snanly, 
but vaia ftrugele with his dif (tempers, he difmifled 
his es and with them all hopes of life; but 
with his hopes of life he difmiffed not his concern 
for the living. He fent for Lord Warwick, a 
youth nearly related to him, and finely accom- 
plifhed, but irregular in conduct and principle ; 
on whom his pious inftruétions and example had. 
not produced the defired effect. Lord Warwick 
came : but life now glimmering i in the focket, the 
dying friend was filent. ‘After a decent and pro- 
per paufe, the youth faid, “Dear fir! you fent 
for me: I believe, and hope, you have fone com- 
mands ;: I fhall hold them meft dear.” May the 
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reader not only feel the reply, but retain its im- 
preffion! Forcibly grafping the youth’s hand, 
Addifon foftly faid, “ See in what peace a 
Chriftian can die!” He fpoke with difficulty, 
and fuon expired. Through Divine grace, how 


great is man ! Through Divine mercy, eu {ting- 
tefs death ! 


ANN BAYNARD. 


ANN BAYNARD was defcended from an an- 
cient and refpectable family, and was born in the 
year 1672. She poffeffed {trong powers of mind ; 
the was {killed in the learned languages ; and fhe 
had made confiderable acquifitions in the arts and * 
fciences. She took great delight in ftudy, and 
feemed to. know no bounds in the purfuit of 
learning and knowledge. But when fhe formed 
a ferious eftimate of things, and compared the 
higheft accomplifhments of this life, with the 
poffeffion of Divine Peace, and the hope of eter- 
val happinefs, her extreme love of learning, and 
ef the diftinctions that accompany it, abated. 
She then declared, “that fhe counted all things 
but lofs, in comparifon of the excellence of the 
knowledge of Chrift Jefus her Lord; and that 
human learning was worth but litte, unleS it 
ferved as a handmaid to the knowledge of Chrilt 
revealed in the Gofpel, as our only Lord and 
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Saviour.” “ What avails,” faid fhe, “ Solomon’s 
{kill in the works of nature, if by it we are not 
brought to fee the God of nature? What advan- 
tage is it to be fo learned in aftronomy, or the 
knowledge of the heavens, as that we.can foretel 
things to come, if we never ftudy,, by our holy 
‘practice, to arrive at the bleffed regions? What 
advantage is it to be fo {kilful in arithmetic, that 
we can divide and fubdivide to the fmalleft 
fractions, if, as God has revealed unto us in his 
holy word, we do not learn to number our days, 
and apply our hearts to wifdom? What advantage 
is.it for a phyfician to know how to prevent or — 
cure the difeafes of the body, if he knows not 
where to find the balm of Gilead, the wine ‘and 
oil of the good Samaritan, the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
to pour into the wounds of his own foul 2” 


The mind of this excellent woman was much 
raifed above the vanities of the world, its gaities 
and fplendour. Having experienced the happi- 
nefs of a devout and pious life, fhe had no longer 
any relifh for pleafures of a different nature. 
She had a high veneration for the Author of her 
being, and made it her great bufinefs to promote 
his honour and glory. But the period of her life 
‘and labours was of fhort duration; for fhe was 
only twenty-five years of age when fhe died, 
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ELIZABETH ROWE. 


ELIZABETH ROWE; the daughter of a very 
refpectable diffenting minifter, was born at Ilchef- 
ter, in Somerfetthire, in the year 1674. She dif- 
covered early fymptoms of fine parts; and as her 
{trongeft bent was to poetry, fhe began to write 
verfes at twelve years of age. She poffefled un- 
common elegance of mind, and exquifite fenfi- 
bility. She alfo manifefted a pious and devout 
difpofition, even when fhe was very young. It 
was a peculiar happinefs to her that, early in 
life, the enjoyed the friendfhip of the pious bi- 
fhop Ken; at whofe requeft fhe wrote .a para- 
phrafe on the 38th chapter of Job. 


Her fhining merit, and various accomplifh- 
ments, procured her many admirers: but the 
perfon who obtained her in marriage, was Tho- 
mas Rowe, a gentleman of uncommon parts and 
Jearning, and of great worth. The connexion 
proved happy, but was of fhort duration. . The 
hufband of this excellent woman died of a con- 
fumnption at twenty eight years of age, having 
lived with his amiable confort fcarcely five years. 
The elegy which fhe compofed upon his death, 
is one of her beft poems. 


After the deceafe of her hufband, the world 
appeared in her view with lefs attraétion than 
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ever. She retired to her eftate at Frome, where 
the {pent the remainder of her days. In this re- 
treat the religious temper of her mind encreafed ; 
and here fhe wrote the greater part of her works. 
Her book entitled, “' Devout exercifes of the 
heart, in meditation and foliloquy, praife and 
prayer,” has been much read and commended. 
This work. fhe fealed up, and directed it to be 
delivered to Dr. Watts, after her deceafe ; with 
a letter to him, in which fhe gives fome account 
both of the work and of herfelf. The letter 
contains fo much of a devout and Chriftian 
fpirit, that we fhall infert a part of it in this col- 
lection. . | 


“ The reflections were occafionally written, 
and only for my own improvement ; but I am not 
without hope that they may have the fame’ falu- 
tary effect on fome pious minds, as the readin: 
the experiences of others has had on my own 
foul. The experimental part of religion has ge- 
nerally a greater influence than the theory of it; 
and if, when I am fleeping in the duft, thefe fo- 
liloquies fhovld kindle a flame of divine love ‘in 
the heart of the loweft and moft defpifed Chrit- 
tian, be the glory given to the great {pring of all 
grace and benignity !” 


_ VT have now done ‘with mortal things, and all 
to come is vaft eternity:!---Eternity ! How  tranf 
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porting is the found! As long as God exifts, my 
being and happinefs are, I doubt not, fecure. 
Thefe unbounded defires, which the wide creation 
cannot limit, fhall be fatisfied for ever. I fhall 
drink at the fountain-head of pleafure, and be 
refrefhed with the emanations of original life and 
joy. I fhall hear the voice of uncreated har- 
mony, fpeaking peace and ineffable confolation 
to my foul.” | 


“T expect eternal life, not as a reward of merit, ~ 


but as 4 pure aét of bounty. Detefting mayfelf 
in every view I can take, I fly to the righteout 
ne{fs and atonement of my great Redeemer, for 
pardon and falvation ; this is my only confolation 
and hope. Enter not into judgment, O Lord, 
with thy fervant; for in thy fight fhall no flefh 
be juftified. Through the. blood of the Lamb, I 
hope for an entire victory over the laft enemy ; 
and that before this comes to you I fhall have 
reached the celeftial heights ; and while you 
are reading thefe lines, I fhall be adoring be- 
fore the throne of God, where faith fhall be 
turned into’ vifion, and thefe languifhing defires 
fatisfied with the full fruition of immortal love.” 
Amen. 


-_ 
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DOCTOR WATTS. 


ISAAC WATTS, a learned and eminent diffent- 
ing minifter, was born at Southampton in the 
year 1674, of parents who were diftinguifhed by 
their piety and virtue. He poffeffed uncom- 
mon genius, and gave early proofs of it. He re- 
ceived a very liberal education, which was ren- 
dered highly beneficial to him by his own un- 
wearied efforts to improve himfelf. After the 
mot ferious deliberation, he determined to de- 
vote his life to the miniftry, of the importance of 
which office he had a deep and awful fenfe. He 
laboured very diligently to promote the inftruc- 
tion and happinefs of the people under his care ; 
and, by his Chriftian condué& and amiable dif- 
pofition, greatly endeared himfelf to thern. 


Soon after he had undertaken the paftoral 
office, his health fuftained a fevere fhock by a 
painfal and dangerous illnefs ; from which he re- 
covered very flowly. But in the year 1712, he 
was afflicted with a violent fever, that entirely 
broke his conftitution, and left fuch weaknefs 
upon his nerves as continued with him, in fome 
meafure, ta his dying day. For four years he 
was wholly prevented from difcharging the public 
offices of his ftation. Though this long interval 
of ficknefs was, no. doubt, very trying to his 
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active mind, yet it proved ultimately a blefling 
to him: for it drew upen him the particular 
notice of Sir Thomas Abney, a very pious and 
worthy man, who, from motives of friend thip, in- 
vited him into his family ; in which he continued 
to the end of his life, and for the long fpace of 
thirty fix years, was treated with uniform kind- 
nefs, attention and refpect. ss 


De. Johnfon’s judicious account of Watts, ex- 
hibits him, both as a man and a writer, in a-very 
pleafing light. We shall fele& from it a few 
ftriking: paflages. 


“ This excellent man was, by his natural tem- 
per, quick of refentment; but, by his eftablifhed 
and habitual pradtice, he was gentle, modett, 
and inoffenfive. His tendernefs appeared in his 
attention to children, and to the poor. ‘To the 
poor, while he lived in the fainily of his friend, 
he allowed the third part of his annual revenue ; 
and for children, he condefcended to lay afide 
the fcholar, the philofopher, and the wit, to 
write little poems of devotion, and fy{tems of 
inftraction, adapted to their wants and capacities, 
from the dawn of reafon through its gradations of 
advance in the morning of life. Few men have 
left behind them fuch purity of chara@er, or 
{uch monuments of laborious piety, He has pro- 
vided inftruétion for all ages, from thofe who are 
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{ping their firft leffons, to the enlightened readers 
of Malbranche and Locke.---His “ Improvement 
of the Mind” is a work in the higheft degree ufe-. 
ful and pleafing:---Whatever he took in hand 
was, by his inceffant. folicitude for fouls, con- 
verted to theology. As piety predominated in 
his mind, it is diffufed over. his works. Under 
his direction it may be truly faid, that philofophy 
is fubfervient to evangelical inftru@ion ; it is dif- 
ficult to read a page without learnmg, or at leaft 
wifhing, to be better.” 


The virtue of this good man eminently. ap- 
peared, in the happy {tate of his mind, under great 
pains and weaknefs of ‘body, and ‘in the improve- 
ment which he derived front them. Of thofe 
feafons of affli@ion, he fays, with a truly elevated 
mind and thankful heart ; “Tam not afraid to let 
the world know, that amidft the finkings of life 
and nature, Chriftianity and the Gofpel were my 
fupport. Amidft all the violence of my diftem- 
per, and the tirefome months of it, I thank God, 
I never loft fight of reafon, or religion, though 
fometines Thad nmch difficulty. to preferve the 
machine of aninval nature im fach ordet as regu- 
we to exercife either the Man or the Chrif- 
tia 
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The fweet peace of confcietice he enjoyed un- 
der thefe trying circumftances ; and the rational 
and Chriftian foundation of his hope and truft in 
the Divine Goodnefs, are beautifully and juftly 
expreffed by him, in the following lines. 


“ Yet, gracious God! amid thefe ftorms of nature; 

Thine eyes behold a fweet and facred calm 

, Reign through the realms of confcience: all within 
Lies peaceful, all compos’d. ’Tis wondrous Grace 
Keeps off thy terrors from this humble bofom ; 
‘Though ftain’d with fins and follies, yet ferene 
In penitential peace and cheerful hope, 
Sprinkled and guarded with atoning blood. 
Thy vital fmiles, amidft this defolation, 
Like heav’nly fun-beams, hid behind the clouds, 
Break out in happy moments, with bright radiance 
Cleaving the gloom; the fair celeftial light 
Softens and gilds the horrors of the ftorm, 
And richeft cordials to the heart conveys.” 


“ O glorious folace of immenfe diftrefs, 
A confcience and a God! 'This is my rock 
Of firm fupport, my fhield of fure defence 
Againft infernal arrows. Rife, my foul! 
Put on thy courage: here’s the living {pring 
Of joys divinely fweet and ever new, 
A peaceful confcience and a fmiling Heaven,” 


‘ 


“ My God, permit a creeping worm to fay, 
Thy Spirit knows I love thee!—Worthlefs wretch, — 


To dare to love a God!—But ¢ requires, ie 
And grace accepts. Tho lab’ring fo 
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’ Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true; 

It bears the trying furnace. Love divine 
-Conftrains me: Tam thine. Incarnate Love 
Has feiz’d, and holds me in almighty arms 

Here’s my falyation, my eternal hope, 

Amidft the wreck of worlds, and dying nature,’ 


>> 


I am the Lord’s, and he’s for ever mine ! 


When his fufferings were, in fome degree, 
alleviated, what excellent effets were produced 
in his mind! How was his heart enlarged with 
love and gratitude to God! and in what pathetic 
language did he pour out his fpirit ! 


« Almighty Pow’r, I love thee! blifsful name, 
My healer God ! and may my inmoft heart 
Love and adore for ever! O ’tis good 
To wait fubmiflive at thy holy throne, 

To leave petitions at thy feet, and bear 

Thy frowns and filence with a patient foul. 

The hand of mercy is not fhort to fave, 

Nor is the ear of heavenly pity deaf 

To mortal cries. IT notic’d all my groans, 

And fighs, and long complaints, with wifé delay, 
Tho’ painful to the fufferer, and thy hand 

In proper moment brought defir’d relief.” 


And now, how amiable does he appear, when 
the fhadows of the evening were ftretching over 
him !’ Two or three years before his deceafe, the 

active and fprightly powers of his nature gradually 


failed ; yet his ii through Jefus the 
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Mediator, remained unfhaken to the laft. He 
wwasheard to fay, “I blefs God I can lie down 
with comfort at night, not being folicitous whe- 
ther I awake in this world or another.” And 
again, “I fhould be glad to read more, yet not 
in order to be further confirmed in the truth of 
the Chriftian religion, or in the truth of its pro- 
mifes 3 for I believe them enough to venture an 
eternity upon them.” 


When he was almoft worn out, and broken 
down by his infirmities, he faid, in converfation 
with a friend, “ I remember an aged minifter 
ufed to obferve, ‘ that the moft learned and know- 

ing Chriftians, when they come to die, haveonly 
the fame plain promifes of the Gofpeb for their 
fupport, as the common and unlearned’ and fo, 
I find it. It is the plain promifes of the Gofpel 
that are my fupport; and, I blefs God, they are 
plain promifes, that do not require much labour 
and pains to underftand them,” 


At times, when he found his fpirit tending to 
impatience, and ready to complain that he could 
only lead a mere animal life, he would check 
himfelf thus: “The bufinefS of a Chriftian is to 
bear the will of God, as well as to do it. If I 
were in health, I ought to be doing it, and now it 
is my duty to bear it. The beft thing in obedience, 
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is a regard to the will of God; and the way to 
that is to have our inclinations and averfions as 
much mortified as we can.” 


With fuch a calm and peaceful mind, with 
fuch a bleffed and lively hope, did this refined 
fervant of Chrift wait for his mafter’s fum- 
mons. He quietly expired in the 75th year of 
his age. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


COLONEL GARDINER. LADY ELIZABETH HAST- 
INGS. —— HOUSMAN. DOCTOR DODDRIDGE. 


—— + a 
COLONEL GARDINER. 


JAMES GARDINER was a native of Scotland, 
and born in the year 1688. He received great 
part of his education, at a {choolat Linlithgow, 
where he made a very confiderable progrefs in 
the languages. His mother, with great tender- 
nefs and folicitude for his future happinefs, in- 
ftructed him inthe principles of Chriftianity. The 
good effects of her prudent and exemplary care, 
were not, i the younger part of her fon’s life, fo 
evident as fhe defired : but there is great reafon 
to believe that her inftructions were not loft. They 
were the occafion of many convictions, which, 
though for a time overborne, were afterwards 
happily remembered and revived. He ufed to 
make this obferyation for the encouragement of 
parents and pious friends, to do their duty to- 
wards young perfons, and to hope for the 
beft effects, though they may not immediately 


appear. 
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He was a man of found underftanding, and of 
a frank, obliging, and generous temper. From 
the perfuafions of a friend, and the ardour of 
his own fpirit, he early engaged in a military 
life. He was often in imminent danger of death, 
and had feveral efcapes, which may juftly be 
confidered as providential : but, in his uncon- 
verted ftate, he never viewed them in that light ; 
and they made no ferious impreffion on his mind. 
For many years after he attained the age of man- 
hood, he appears to have devoted himfelf to fen- 
faal purfuits. With a ftrong conftitution of body, 
great flow of animal fpirits, fine perfonal accom- 
plifhments, and a large circle of gay and diffipated 
companions, he feemed as amply qualified as moft 
men, to range in the-field of animal enjoyments, 
and to extr Het from it all that it is capable of 
yielding. Yet this complete fenfualift, in the 
meridian of his joys, bitterly experienced, that 
“ even in langhter the heart is forrowful, and the 
end of that mirth is heavinefs.” Being at one time 
congratulated by fome of his diffolute companions, 
on his diftinguithed felicity, and a dog happening | 
to come into the room, he could not forbear 
groaning inwardly, and faying to himfelf, “ Oh ! 
that I were that dog !” Such was then his happi- 
nefs ; and fuch, perhaps, is that of hundreds 
more who exprefs the greateft contempt of reli- 
gion, and glory in a miferable fervitude, w hich 


they affect to call liberty. 
Bye 
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His continual neglect of the great Author-of 
his being, of whofe perfe@ions he could not doubt, 
and to whom he knew himfelf to be under daily 
and perpetual obligations, gave him, in fome 
moments of involuntary reflection, inexpreffible 
remorfe ; and this, at times, wrought upon 
him to fuch a degree, that he refolved he would 
attempt to pay bim fome acknowledgments. Ac- 
cordingly, for a time, he did it ; repeating, in 
retirement, paflages out of the Pfalms, and per- 
haps other Scriptures, which he ftill retained in 
his memory, and owning, in a few {trong words, 
the many mercies and deliverances he had re- 
ceived, and the ill returns he had made for them. 
But thefe emotions were too devout to continue 
long in a heart as yet quite unfanétified ; for how 
readily foever he could repeat acknowledgments 
of the Divine Power, Prefence, and Goodnefs, 
and own his follies and faults, he was ftopt fhort 
by the remonftrances of his confcience, on the fla- 
grant abfurdity of confefling fins he did not defire 
to forfake, and of saesondings to praife God for 
his mercies, though he did not endeavour to live 
in his fervice, and to behave in fuch,a manner as 
gratitude, if fincere, would have dictated. 


About the thirty firft year of his age, it pleafed 
God to make him deeply fenfible of the great 
wickednefs of his life, and of the dreadful confe- 
quences of perlifting in it. He became truly 
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penitent, lived ever afterwards with great circum- 
{pection, and was a bright and fteady ame of 
piety and goodnefs. 


After this great change in his heart and life, he 
did not entirely withdraw himfelf from cheerful 
converfation ; but on the contrary, gave feveral 
hours every day to it, left religion fhould be re- 
ptoached, as having made. him morofe. He, 
however, early began a prattice, which to. the 
laft day of his life he retained, of reproving vice 
and profanenefs; and, under the confcioufaelS of 
his fuperiority in the goodnefs of his caufe, he was 
never afraid to debate the matter with any perfons. 
A remarkable inftance of this happened about the 
middle of the year 1720. It was on his firft res 
turn, to make any contiderable abode in England, 
after his remarkable converfion. He had heard, 
whilft he was at Paris, that it was currently re- 
ported among his companions in England, that he 
was ftark mad. He concluded, rijeratee: that he 
fhould have many battles to fight, and was willing 
to difpatch the bufinefs as-faft as he could. And, 
therefore, intending to fpend a few days at the 
country-houfe of a perfon of diftinguithed rank, 
with whom he had been very intimate, he defired 
him to contrive that, a day or two after he came, 
feveral of their former gay companions fhould’ 
meet at his lordfhip’s table ; that he might have™ 
an opportunity of making his apology to them, . 


* 
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and of acquainting them with the nature and rea- 
fons of his change. It was accordingly agreed to ; 
and a pretty large company met on the day ap- 
pointed with previous notice that major Gardiner 
would be there. A good deal of raillery paffed 
at dinner, to which the major made very little 
anfwer. But when the cloth was taken away, 
and the fervants retired, he begged the patience 
of the company for a few minutes; and then 
plainly and ferioufly informed them what were 
his fentiments of religion and virtue; and on 
what ground he had determined, that, by the grace 
of God, he would make religion the great bufinefs 
of his life, whatever he might lofe by it, and 
whatever cenfure and contempt he might incur. 
He then challenged them to propofe any thing 
they could urge, to prove that a life of irreligion’ 
and debauchery was preferable to the fear, love, 
and worfhip of the eternal God, and a condué 
agreeable to the precepts of his gofpel. And he 
failed not to bear teftimony, from his own experi- 
ence, (to a part of which many of them had been 
witneffes,) that. after having run the wideft round 
of fenfual pleafure, with ell the advantages which 
the beft conftitution and fpirits could give him, 
he had never tafted any thing that deferved to be 
called happinefs, till he had made religion his 
refuge and his delight. He defcribed, calmly 
and boldly, the habitual ferenity and peace that 
he now felt in his own breaft, (for the moft ele- 
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vated delights he did not think fit to plead, left 
they fhould be efteemed enthufiafm,) and the 
compofure and pleafure with which he looked 
forward to objects, which the gayeft finner 
muft acknowledge to be equally unavoidable and 
dreadful. 


After this folemn and manly defence of his 
principles and condudt, the mafter of the table, 
who was a fenfible and candid perfon, faid to the 
conipany, “ Come, let us call another caufe. We 
thought this man mad, and he is in good earneft 
proving that we are fo.” On the whole, this 
well-judged circumitance faved him a great deal 
of trouble. When his former acquaintance ob- 
ferved that he was {till converfable, and inno- 
cently cheerful, and that he was immoveable in 
his refolutions, they defifted from farther impor- 
tunity. And he afterwards declared, that in- 
ftead of lofing any one valuable friend by ‘this 
change in his character, he found himfelf much 
more efteemed and regarded by many, who could 
not perfuade themfelves to imitate his example, 


The private letters of this amiable man fhow 
the religious ftate of his mind, and what great 
enjoyment he derived from communion with the 
Father of {pirits. . We fhall make a few extra¢ts 
from fome of them, which were written to his: 
wife, and to an intimate friend. 
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“T fhould be glad to hear what wife and good 
people among you think of the prefent circun1 
{tances of things. For my own part, thoughI thank 
God I fear nothing for myfelf, my apprehenfions 
for the publicare very gloomy, confidering the de- 
plorable prevalency of almoft all kinds of wicked- 
nefs amongft us; the natural confequence of the 
contempt of the Gofpel. I amdaily offering up my 
prayers to God for this finful land of ours, over 
which his judgment feems to be gathering ; and 
my ftrength is fometimes fo exhaufted with thofe 
{trong cries and tears, which I pour out before 
‘God on this occafion, that Iam hardly able to 
ftand when J arife from my knees.” 


“TJ blefs God I was never better in my life ; 
and I wifh I could be fo happy as to hear the 
fame of you ; or rather, in other words, to 
hear that you had obtained an entire truft in 
God. That would infallibly keep you in perfec 
peace 5 for the God of Truth has promifed it. 
Oh! how ought we to Jong to be with Chrift ; 
which is infinitely better than any thing we can 
propofe here! to be there, where all complaints 
fhall be for ever banifhed ; where no mountains 
fhall feparate between God and our fouls! And I 
hope it will be fome addition to our happinefs, 
that you and I fhall be feparated no more; but 
that, as we have joined in finging the praifes of 
‘our glorious Redeemer here, we fhall fing them in 
a much higher {train through an endlefs eternity.” 
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Speaking of one of his children, who, he had 
heard, made a commendable progrefs in learning, 
he expreffed his fatisfaction in it, and added ; 
* But how much greater joy would it give me, to 
hear that he was. greatly advanced in the fchool 
of Chriftt! Oh! that our children may be wife to 
falvation; and may grow in grace as they do in 
{tature !” 


. On another occafion, he writes thus: What 
would I have given this day, upon the road, for 
paper, pen, and ink, when the. Spirit of the 
Moft High refted upon me! O! for the pen of a 
ready writer, and the tongue of an angel, to de- 
clare what God has done this day for my foul ! 
But, in fhort, it is in vain to attempt it: all that 
Iam able to fay is only this, that my foul has 
been for fome hours joming with the bleffed fpi- 
rits above, in giving glory, and honour, and 
praife, unto him that fitteth upon the throne, and 
to the: Lamb for ever and ever.” 


Such were the elevations of his mind: yet 
there are many who will be inclined to cenfure 
them, as the flights of enthufiafin. . But when we 
confider the {criptural phrafes, “ of walking with 
God ; of having communion with the Father and 
his fon Jefus Chrift; of Chrift’s coming to. them 
that open the door of their hearts to him, and 
fappiag: with them; of God’s fhedding abroad 
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his love in the heart by his Spirit; of his coming 
with Jefus Chrift, and making his abode with any 
one that loves him ; of making us glad by the 
light of his countenance,”---and’a variety of other 
equivalent expreflions, we fhall fee reafon to 
judge very favourably of the fentiments contained 
in thefe letters. If habitual love to God ; firm 
faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift; a fteady depend- 
ence on the Divine promifes ; a full perfuafion 
of the wifdom and goodnefs of all the difpen- 
fations of Providence; a high efteem for the 
bleflings of the heavenly world ; and a fincere 
contempt for the vanities of this, can properly 
be called enthufiafin, then was colonel Gardiner, 
indeed, one of the greateft enthufiafts our age has 
produced ; and in proportion to the degree in 
which he was fo, he muft be efteemed one of the 
wifeft and happieft of mankind. “ How often,” 
fays the pious Grove, “ are good thoughts fuggeft- 
ed, heavenly affections kindled and inflamed ! 
how often is the Chriftian prompted to holy 
actions, drawn to his duty, reftored, quickened, 
perfuaded, in fuch a manner, that he would be 
unjuft to the Spirit of God, to queftion his agency 
in the whole! Yes,O my foul! there is a Su- 
preme Being, who goverys the world, and is. pre- 
fent withit ; who takes up his more fpecial ha: 
* bitation in good men, and is nigh to all who call 
upon him, to fandétify and aflift them! Haft thou 
not felt him, O my foul, like another foul, actu- 
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ating. thy faculties, exalting thy views, purifying 
thy paffions, exciting thy graces, and begetting 
in thee an abhorrence of fin, and a love of holi- 
nef? And is not all this an argument of his pre- 
fence, as truly as if thou didjt fee him?” 


The cheerful and happy ftate of mind,. for 
which this excellent man had been remarkable, 
continued with him to the laft. It feems, indeed, 
that towards the clofe of life, his pious fervours, 
like the flame of a lamp almoft expiring, fome- 
times rofe to an unufual blaze.. “O!” faid he 
on a particular occafion, “ how gracious a mater 
do we ferve! how pleafant is his fervice! how 
rich the entertainments of his love! yet how poor 
and cold are our fervices!” 


When he found his health declining, and en- 
tertained a fixed fentiment that he fhould continue 
but a little while longer in life, he was fo far 
from being depreffed with the profpe@, that he 
was delighted with it, and rejoiced the nearer 
his end approached. . The Holy Scriptures, with 
which he had as intimate an acquaintance as moft 
men, continued to be his daily ftudy. They 
furnifhed him with miatter of frequent conver- 
fation, much tothe edification and comfort of thofe 
that were about bim.. Among other paflages be 
{poke of the following, as having made a deep 


impreflion on his mind: “ My bil, wait thou 
S 
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only upon God!” he would repeat it again and 
again, “ Only, only, only!” So-plainly did he 
fee, and fo deeply did he feel, the vanity of all 
éarthly confidences and expectations. He often 
nientioned thefe words in Taiah, as verified to 
him by long experience: “ Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace whofe mind is ftayed on thee; 
becaufe he trufteth in thee.” And with peculiar 
fatisfaction he uttered thefe heroic words in Ha- 
bakkuk, which he found armour of proof again{t 
every fear and every contingency: “ Though the 
fig-tree fhall not bloffom, neither fhall fruit be 
in the vines; the labour of the olive fhall fail, 
and the fields fhall yield no meat; the flocks fhall 
be cut off from the fold, and there fhall be no herd 
in the ftalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, Iwill 
joy in the God of my falvation.” 


In the year 1745, he was ordered to repair 
to Stirling, to affift in fubduing the rebellion. 
{t was in the caftle of that place that his wife and 
eldeft daughter enjoyed the laft happy hours of his 
company: about cight or ten days before his 
death, he parted from them there. A remarkable 
citcumftance attended the feparation. His wife 
was fo affected when fhe took her laft leave of 
him, that fhe burft into a flood of tears, and be- 
trayed other marks of unufval emotion. When 
he afked her the reafon, the urged, as a fufficient 
apology, the apprehenfion fhe had of lofing fich 
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an invaluable friend, amidft the dangers to which 
he was then called. She tock particular notice, 
that though he had generally comforted, her on 
fuch occafions, by reminding her of that remark- 
able hand of providence, which had fo frequently, 
in former inftances, been exerted for his preferva- 
tion, and that in the greateft extremity, he faid 
nothing of it now; but only replied, in his fenten- 
tious manner,“ We have an. eternity. to, fpend 
together.” » He was killed in the battle of Pretton- 
Pans; in the 57th year of his age,* : 


LADY ELIZABETH HASTINGS, 
IN the life, fufferings, and death, of lady Eliza- 
beth Haftings, we have a lively inftance of the 


power and fupport of religion. 


Am ingenuous temper, a quicknefs of under- 
ftanding, a benevolent fpirit, a flexibility of na- 


- ture, and afolenin fenfe of divine things, sere 


obfervable in her tender age; and, in the danger. 
‘ous afcent of life, her feet were guided and. pre- 
ferved in the paths of rectitude and. goodnefs; 


_ * This account.of Colonel Gardiner is extracted froma valu- 
able little work, written by Dr. Doddridge, and entitled, 
“ Some remarkable Paffages in the life of Colonel James Gar- 
diner.” 
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fo that fhe was not only free from the {tain of 
vice in her rifing years, but fuperior to the world, 
and its vain and trifling amufements. Through 
the whole courfe of her time, her laimp fhone 
brightly; and, in mature age, diffufed its light 
and influence in a wide extent around her. 


It appears that the great aim of her life was to 
promote the glory of God, and the welfare of 
inen; keeping her talents, extenfive fortune, and 
other means of doing good, continually employed 
for the benefit of her fellow-creatures. Ofall her 
cares, a molt fpecial one was that of the ftranger, 
the fatherlefs, and the widow; the needy, and him 
that had no helper; the lame, the halt, and the 
blind. Thefe objects excited her moft tender 
compaffion. She participated in their fufferingss ; 
fhe often converfed with them; and inquired into 
their hiltory, with great condefcenfion. She 


- ftudied their particular cafes, and put them in the 


eh fht 


way of improving their condition. She often 
vifited them in ficknefs, bore the expenfes of it; 
and, no doubt, endeavoured to cheer dnd en- 
courage them under all the apparent hardthips of 
their allotment. 


The following character of this noble minded 
woman, was drawn by the hand of an eminent 
writer. Her countenance was the lively picture 
of her mind, which was the feat of honour, truth 
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eompaffion, knowledge and innocence. In the 
mid{t of the moft ample fortune, and: the vene- 
ration of all that beheld and knew her, without 
the leat affeation, fhe devoted herfelf to.retire- 
ment, to the contemplation of her own being, and 
of that fupreme Power which beftowed it. Without 
the learning of {chools, or knowledge of a long 
courfe of arguments, fhe went on in an unin- 
terrupted courfe of piety and virtue ; and added 
to the feverity and privacy of the laft age, all the 
freedomand eafe of this. The language and mien 
ef a court fhe was pofleffed of in a high degree ; 
but the fimplicity and humble thoughts of a cot- 
tage, were her more welcome entertainments. . 
She wasa female philofopher, who did not only 
live up to the refignation of the moft retired lives 
of the ancient fages, but alfo to the {chemes and 
plans which they thought beautiful, though inimi- 
table. This-lady was the:motft exa& economift, 
without appearing bufy; the moft {trialy virtuons, 
without tafting the praife of it; and fhunned ap- 
planfe withas much indaftry as othersdo 1 bead 


Towards the clofe of life the experienced g ereat 
bodily affliGion, having a cancer in the breaft, for 
which fhe underwent an amputation. But in all 
her fufferings from this caufe, and even under the 
trying: operation, her religions’ fortitude and: fe- 
renity of mind did not forfake her. The refigna. 
tion of her fpirit to the difpenfations of Divine 

5 2 
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Providence, is {trongly marked by the following’ 
expreffions, which dropped from her during the 
courfe of this painful diftemper : “I would not 
with to be out of my prefent fituation for all the 
world; nor exchange it for any other at any 
price.” 


The night fubfequent to the operation, did not 
afford her much fleep, but it was'a night of ce- 
leftial peace ; a time of thankfgiving to her God, 
for the vifible demonftration of his power in and 
about her ; for his {tretched out arm in her great 
deliverance ; for the bountiful provifions he had 
made for all the wants of her foul and body ; 
and, ina word, for all his bleffings conferred upon 
her. ' 


She was, fooner than expected, reftored to a 
eoinfortable {tate of health, and to that life of 
charity and beneficence, which was the joy of 
her heart: but the diforder, repreffed only for a 
time, appeared again with new malignity, and 
at length put a period to all her forrows. Her 
lamp and her life were, however, to be ex- 
tinguifhed together : fhe was pious and beneficent 
to the laft. 


A fhort time before her departure, impreffed 
with a ftrong fenfe of Divine Goodnefs, fhe broke 
out, with a raifed accent, in the following man- 
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ner: Lord! what is it that Ifee? O the great, 
nefs of the glory that is revealed in me ! that is 
before mie!” So joyful appears to have been her 
entrance into the kingdom of her Lord and 
Saviour. 


The truly religious, whofe evidences of a bleffed 


. futurity, are clear, rational, and well founded, have, 


at times, in their journey through life, a tide of 
hope and joy {pringing up in their minds, beyond 
expreflion ; a felicity more moving and fatisfac- 
tory than any can imagine, but they who have, in 
fome degree, experienced it. . And when they 
are juft entering upon the promifed land, they 
are fometimes favoured to have the fplendour of 
the eternal day dawn upon them, and to thine as 


‘through the breaches of their fhattered bodies ; 


raifing in their fpirits fuch an earneft of happi- 
nefs, fuch foretaftes of joy, as enable them to 
pafs through the valley of death in peace and 
triumph. What arich reward for all the croffes 
and conflicts of this probationary fcene! and how 
animating a fource of encouragement, during our 
pilgrimage, to rife above, and look beyond, all the 
troubles of time ! 
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THERE are few. greater inftances of the happy 
power of religion on the mind, than that which 
was exhibited by an excellent and pious gentle- 
woman of the name of Houfman, when fhe drew 
near the clofe of life. 


She was born at Kidderminfter, of religious 
parents, who early inftructed her in, the duties of 
religion. By her diary, it appears fae was brought 
under lively impreffions of divine things, at thir- 
teen years of age. From, 1711, when her diary: 
begins, to 1735, the time of her death, her life: 
feems to have been a circumspect walking in the: 
fear of God. ‘The following account of her laf 
ilnefs and. death, was drawn up by a perfon that 
attended her throughout. 


_ From the time of her firft feizure, fhe was ex- 
ercifed with very violent pains, without any ‘in- 
termiffion till her death; fuch as, fhe would often 
fay, fhe thought ihe. could not have borne y 
“ But,” faid fhe, “God is gaod; verily he is 
good to me! Through life, L have found him a 
good and gracious God.” 


When recovering from extreme pain, fhe faid, 
“ God is good; I have found him fo ; and though 
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he flay me, yet will I truttin him. Thefe pains 
make me love my Lord Jefus the better. O they 
put me in mind of what he fuffered, to purchafe 
falvation for my poor foul! Why for me, Lord ! 
why for me, the greateft of finners? Why for me, 
who fo long refufed the rich offers of thy grace, 
and the kind invitations of the Gofpel? How many 
helps and means have I enjoyed more than many 
others ; yea, above moft! I had a religious 
father and mother ; and I had accefs to a valuable 
minifter, to whom I could often and freely open 
my mind. I have lived ina golden age. I have 
lived in peaceable times, and have enjoyed great 
advantages and helps for communion with God, 
and the peace of my own mind ; for which Lowe 
my gracious God and Father more praifes than 
words can exprefs. Blefs the Lord, O my foul, 
and all that is within me blefs his holy name ! 
Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all, or 
any of his benefits !” 


When any were weeping and mourning over 
her, fhe would fay ; Weep not for me : it is the 
will of God ; therefore be content. If it may be 
for his honour and glory, he will fpare me a little 
longer; if not, 1am wholly refigned to the will 
of God. [am content to ftay here as long as‘he 
has any thing for me to do, or to fuffer ; and I 
ain willing to go, if it be my Father’s good plea- 
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fure. Therefore be content, and fay, ‘It is the 
Lord, let him do what feemeth to him good’ ” 


_ To a gentlewoman who came to fee her, fhe 

faid; “ Coufin, I think I fhall die: and now, what 
a comfort it is that 1 am not afraid of death! The 
blood of Chrift cleanfes me from all fin, But 
miftake me not; there mutt be a life and conver- 
fation agreeable to the Gofpel, or elfe our faith 
in Chrift is a dead faith. Secure Chrift for your 
friend; fet not your heart on things below: riches 
and honours, and what the world calls pleafures, 
are all fading, perifhing things.” She then threw. 
out her hand, and faid; “O, if I had thoufands 
and ten thoufands of gold and filver lying by: me, 
what could they do for me, now I am dying? 
Take the advice of a departing friend who withes 
you well. Do not fet your affections on riches, 
or on any thing here below. Remember, death 
will come ina little while, whether you are ready 
or unready, willing or unwilling. [commend you 
to God. . Lhope, in a fhort time, we fhall meet 
again. in heaven, that place of perfect reft, peace, 
and happinefs.” 


The whole time of her ficknefs, fhe was in a 
cheerful, thankful frame. When. fhe was cold, 
and had fomething warin given to her, fhe often 
fuid: “ Bleffed be God for all his mercies; and 
for this comfort in my, affliction.” On her attend- 
ant’s warming a piece of flannel, and putting 
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it round her cold hands, fle thanked her for it, 
and faid; “ O how many mercies I have! I want 
for nothing. Here is every thing I can with for. 
Ican fay, I never wanted any ¢° pied thing. I wifh 
only for an eafy paflage to glory. It was free 
Grace that plucked ine from the very brink of 
hell; and it is the power of divine Grace that 
has fupported me through the whole of my life. 
Hitherto I can fay the Lord is gracious. He has 
been very merciful to me, in fupporting me under 
all my trials. The Lord brings affli€tion, but it 
is not becaufe he delights to affli@ his children : 
it is.at all times for our profit. I can fay, it has 
been good for me to be afflited; it has enabled 
me to difcern things, which, when I was in health, 
I could not perceive. It has made me fee more 
of the vanity and emptinefs of this world, and all 
its delufive pleafures; for, at beft, they are but 
vanity. I can fay, from my own “experience, 1 
have found them to be fo many a time,” 

To her hufband, the day before fhe died, fhe 
faid ; “My dear, I think I am going apace ; and 
I hope you will be fatisfied, becaufe it is the will 
of God. You have at all times been very loving 
and good to me; and I thank you for it kindly : 
and now I defire you freely to refign me to God. 
If God fees it beft to prolong my ftay here upon 

earth, I am willing to ftay ;-or if he fees ff beft 
to take me to himfelf, Lam willing to go. Lam 
willing to be and bear what may be moft for 


his glory.” 
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‘The evening before fhe died, fhe, found death 
ftealing upon her, and, feeling her own pulfe, 
faid; “ Well, it will be but a little while before 
my work will be done in this world. Then I fhall 
have done with prayer. My whole employment 
in heaven will be praife and love. Here, I love 
God but faintly, yet, I hope fincerely ; but there, 
it will be perfectly. I fhall behold his face in 
righteoufnefs; for lam thy fervant, Lord! bought 
with blood, with precious blood.  Chrift died to 
purchafe the life of my foul. A little while, and 
then I fhall be finging that fweet fong......¢ Blef 
fing and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
HIM that fitteth upon the throne, and to the 
LAMB for ever and eyer,’” 


With finiles in her face, and tranfports of joy, 
the often faid ; “Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly ! 
Why tarry the wheels of thy chariot?. O blefled 
convoy! come and fetch my foul to dwell with 
God, and Chrift, and perfect {pirits for ever and 
ever. When join that bleffeeociety above, my 
pleafures will never end. O the glory, the glory 
that (hall be fet on the head of faith afd love !” 


A few minutes before her departure, finding 
herfelf going, the defired to be tifted up. “When 
this was done, the cheerfully faid, “Farewell fin! 
farewell pains !”....and fo finifhed her courfe with 
Joy. 
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DOCTOR DODDRIDGE. 


PHILIP DODDRIDGE was born in London, in - 
the year 1702. His parents, wha were perfons 
~ of great worth, brought him upin an early know- 
ledge of religion ; but he had the misfortune to 
lofe them before he was fourteen years old. This 
circumftance excited in his mind very ferious re- 
flections, which, however, were not wholly of a 
gloomy nature; for he expreffed a. devout, and 
even a cheerful truft in the protection of the God 
of Mercies, the univerfal Parent of mankind. 


He diligently improved his time, and was 
anxious to be daily advancing in knowledge, pie- 
ty, virtue, and ufefulnefs. He poffeffed ftrone 
powers of rhind, and, by unwearied xpplitacion) 
acquir eda large fund of found and elegant learn- 
ing. His publications, which are chiefly on re- 
ligious fubjects, have been eminently ufeful to 
the world. By his literary acquifitions, his ami- 
able difpofition, and his defire to imbue the 
young mind with knowledge and virtue, he was 
qualified, ina peculiar manner, to become the 
inftruéter of youth; and for many years he fuper- 
intended a very refpectable academy. As the 
paftor of a congregation, he manifelted a fincere 
and zealous regard for the happinefs of the peo: 
‘ple under his care, by whom he was greatly hon- 


oured and beloved. 
DB 
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He pofleffed many virtues; but the prime and 
Jeading feature of his foul, was devotion.. He 
was very folicitous to preferve and cultivate an 
habitual fenfe of the Supreme Being; to maintain 
and increafe the ardour of religion in his heart; 
and to prepare himfelf, by devout exercifes, for 
the important labours of his {tation. Nor was it 
to his fecret retirements that his piety was limited : 
it was manifefted in-every part of the day, and 
appeared in-his ufual intercourfe with men. In 
the little vacancies. of time which occur to the 
bufielt of mankind, he was. frequently lifting up 
his foul to God. When he leétured on philofo- 
phy, hiftory, anatomy, or other fubjects not 
immediately theological, he would endeavour to 
graft foe religious inflru@ions upon them, that 
he might raife the minds of his pupils to devotion, 
as well as to knowledge: and in his vifits to his 
people the Chriftian friend and minifter were 
united, 


The piety of Dr. Doddridge was accompanied 
with the warmeft benevolence to his fellow-crea- 
tures. No ope could more ftrongly feel that the 
love of God was to be united with love to man. 
Nor was this a principle that reftedin kind withes 
and pathetic feelings for the happinefs of others, 
but was mianifefted in the moft active exertions 
for their welfare. Nofcheme of doing good was 
ever fuggefted to him, into which he did not enter 
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with ardour. But the generofity of his mind was 
the moft difplayed when any plans of propagat- 
ing religion, and of fpreading the Gofpel among 
thofe who were ftrangers to it, were propofed. 
In every thing of this kind he was always ready 
to take the lead, and was ardent in endeavouring 
to infpire his friends with the fame fpirit. 


He was of a weak and delicate bodily confti- 
tution ; and a fevere cold which he caught about 
the forty-eighth year of his age, brought on a con- 
fumption of the lungs. The nearer he approached 
to his diffolution, the more plainly was obferved 
his continual improvement in a fpiritual and 

heavenly temper. Indeed, he feemed to have 

rifen above the world, and to be daily breathing 
after immortality. This difpofition of his mind 
was ardently expreffed in feveral of his letters, 
and is manifeft from his will, which was made at 
this time, and is prefaced in the following lan- 
guage. “ Whereas it is cuftomary on thefe oc- 
cafions to begin with commending the foul into 
the hands of God, through Chrift, Ido it; not in 
mere form, but with fincerity and joy; efteeming 
it my greateft happinefs, that 1 am taught and 
encouraged to do it, by that glorious Gofpel, 
which, ‘having moft’ affuredly believed, I have 
fpent my life in preaching to others; and which 
I efteem an infinitely greater treafure than all my 
little worldly ftore, or poffeffions ten thoufand 
times greater than mine.” 
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Having made trial of the waters of Briftol, and 
his health {till continuing more and more to de- 
cline, he was advifed by his phyficians and 
friends, as the laft refort in fo threatening a difor- 
der, to remove to a warmer climate. He accord- 
ingly went to Lifbon.....His refignation to the Di- 
vine difpofal is {trongly marked in a letter which 
he wrote foon after his arrival there. After men- 
tioning his great weaknefsand danger, he added ; 
“ Neverthelefs, I blefs God, the moft undifturbed 
ferenity continues in my mind, and my ftrength 
holds proportion to my day. I ftill hope and 
truft in God, and joyfully acquiefce in all he may 
do with me. When you fee my dear friends of 
the congregation, inform them of my circum. 
ftances, and aflure them, that I cheerfully fub- 
mit myfelfto God. IfI defire life may be re- 
ftored, it is chiefly that it may be employed in 
ferving Chrift among them. I am enabled by 
faith to look upon death as an enemy that fhall 
be deftroyed ; and can cheerfully leave my dear 
Mrs. Doddridge a widow in a ftrange land, if 
fuch be the appointment of our heavenly Father, 
I hope I have done my duty, and the Lord do as 
feemeth good in his fight.” 


Change of climate did not produce the defir- 
ed effect, and Dr. Doddridge continued gradu- 
ally to weaken till death put a period to his 
afflictions. In his Jaft hours, he preferved the 
fame calmnefs, vigour, and joy of mind, which 
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he had felt and expreffed through the whole of his 
illnefs.. The only pain he had in the thought of 
dying, was the fear of that grief and diftrefs 
which his wife would fuffer from his removal. 'To 
his children, his congregation, and his friends in 
‘general, he defired to be remembered in the 
moft affetionate manner ; nor did he, in the ef- 
fufions of his pious benevolence, forget the fam- 
ily where he lodged, or his own fervant. Many 
devout fentiments and afpirations were uttered by 
him ; but the heart of his wife was too much 
“affe&ed with his approaching change, to be able 
torecolleé them diftin@ly.. Though he died in a 
foreign land, and, in a certain ite! among 
: ftrangers, his deceafe was embalmed with many 


tears.* 


* A judicious life of this excellent man, written by Dr. Kip- 
pis, is prefixed to the fir& volume of Dr, Doddridge’s Family 
Expofitor. — 


« 
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CHAPTER IX. 


LOUIS, DUKE OF ORLEANS. SOAME FENYNS, 
LORD LYTTELTON. FONAS HANWAY, AN- 
THONY BENEZET. ALTAMONT, OR THE 
DEATH OF THE LIBERTINE. 
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LOUIS, DUKE OF ORLEANS. 


LOUIS, DUKE OF ORLEANS, firft prince of” 


the blood royal of France, and highly diftinguifh- 
ed for piety and learning, was born at Verfailles, in 
the year 1703. He was the fon of Philip, duke 
of Orleans, regent of France; and of Mary 
Frances of Bourbon. He difcovered in his very 
.chikihood a reverence for religion, a fhining ge- 
nius, and an enlarged underftanding. Atan ear- 
ly age he became fenfible of the vanity of titles, 
‘pre-eminence, and all the fplendour of life. He 
propofed to himfelf a new mode of condud, 
witich he afterwards purfued, dividing his time 
between the duties peculiar to his rank, the exer- 
cifes of aChriftian, and the {tudies which improve 
the mind. He was in every refpedct a pattern of 
felf-denial, of piety, and of virtue. 
His religion was not merely contemplative ; for 
he poffeffed a molt extenfive charity, and an em 
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lightened zeal for the publicgood. The indigent 
of every age, fex, and condition, excited his 
compaflionate regard. He daily heard their com- 
plaints in one of the halls of the convent of St. Ge- 
nevieve; he fympathized with them; he alleviat- 
ed their diftreffes. When it was not in his power to 
difmifs them entirely fatisfied, his heart feemed to 
grant what neceffity obliged him to refufe. It is 
hardly to be imagined what fums this pious prince 
expended in placing children for education in col- 
leges and nunneries, in portioning young women, 
endowing nuns, putting boys apprentices, or pur- 
chafing for them their freedoms; in. fetting: up 
unfortunate tradefmen in bufinefs again, and pre- 
venting the ruin of others; in reftoring and fup- 
porting noblemen’s families ; in relieving the fick 
and paying furgeons for their attendance on them. 
Very often, accompanied by. a fingle fervant, he 
fought after poor perfons, in chambers and gar- 
rets; and kindly adminiftered to their wants. He 
made great improvements in phyfic, agriculture, 
arts, and manufactures. He purchafed and pub. — 
lithed a variety of ufeful remedies. His gardens 
were filled with medicinal plants of all forts; 
brought from the moft diftant climates. 

: 

The delight he found in piety and devotion ‘he 
ufed thus to exprefs: “I know, by experience, 
that fublunary grandeur and fublunary pleafure, 
are delufive and vain3 and are always infinitely 
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below the conceptions we form of them: but, 
on the contrary, fuch happinefs and fuch compla- 
cency may be found in devotion and piety, as the 
fenfual mind has no idea of.” 


In his Jaft ilnefs, perceiving that death was 
approaching, he prepared for it with the greateft 
fortitude and compofure ; and fpoke of it, as of 
the demife of another perfon. In his will, he ex- 
patiated in the moft pathetic manner on his belief 

in the refurreCion. 


At the concluding period of life, his mind 
feemed filled with the love of God; and he im- 
plored, with the utmoft earneftnefs, the Divine 
bleffing for his fon, the duke of Chartres. “ I 
have a fon,” faid he to the minifter who attended 
him, “whom I am going to commend to the all- 
perfect Being. I entreat God that his natural 
virtues may become Chriftian graces; that the 
_ gualities which gain him efteem, may be fervicea- 
ble to his falvation; that his love for the king, 
and his love for me, may be the bloffoms of that 
immortal charity, which the holy fpirits -and 
bleffed angels enjoy.” 


Thus died this truly Chriftian prince in the 
forty-ninth year of his age. 


beens 


——— 
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SOAME JENYNS. 


SOAME JENYNS was born in London, in the 
year 1704. He was carefully educated in his fa- 
ther’s houfe, till he went to the univerfity of 
Cambridge, where he ftudied very diligently for 
feveral years. In 1741 he reprefented Cambridge 
in parliament, where he continued to fit, chiefly 
for that place, but twice for others, till 1780. In 
1755 he was appointed one of the lords of trade, 
which office he held, during every change of ad- 
miniftration, till it was abolifhed in 1780. 


His character appears to have been amiable 
and refpe@able. As an author, he attained no 
fmall degree of reputation, by fine talents which 
had every aid that ofeful and polite learning 
could beftow. He had a critical judgment, an 
elegant tafte, and a rich vein of wit and humour, ’ 
His “ View of the internal evidences of the Chrif 
tian Religion,” abounds with juft and important 
cbfervations. It was written under a full convic- 
tion of the truth of the Chriftian difpenfation, and 
a fincere zeal for its fervice. 


On his death-bed, it is faid, that in looking: over 
his life, he particularly rejoiced in the belief, 
that his “ View of the internal Evidences,? 
had been ufeful. He fpoke of his death in fuch 
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a manner as {howed he was prepared to die. A 
very honourable teftimony to his talents and 
merit, was infcribed in the regifter of Bottifham 
by William Lort Manfell, his parifh minifter. 
“He regrets the lofs of one of the moft amiable 
of men, and one of the trueft Chriftians ;....a man 
who poffeffed the fineft underftanding united to 
the beft heart.” . 


The following fentiments of Soame Jenyns on 
the excellence of the Spirit and precepts of the 
Gofpel, appear to. have been formed fo much 
under the influence of true religion, and contain 
fo {trong a teftimony in favour of its divine effica- 
ey, that they claim a place in this colledtion. | 

“ Let us examine,” fays he, “ what are the 
new precepts in the Chriftian religion, which pe- 
culiarly correfpond with its object, the preparing 
us for the kingdom of heaven. Of thefe, the 
chief are, poornefs of fpirit, forgivenefs of inju- 
ries, and charity to all men; to thefe, we may 
add repentance, faith, felf-abafement, and a de- 
tachment from the world ; all moral duties pecu- 
liar to this religion, and abfolutely neceffary to 
the attainment of its end. 

 Bleffed are the poor in fpirit; for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.” By which poornefs of 
fpirit, isto be underftood a difpofition of mind, 


” 
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meek, humble, fubmiffive to power, void of am- 
bition, patient of injuries, and free from all re- 
fentment. This was fo new, and fo oppofite to 
the ideas of all Pagan moralifts, thatthey thought 
this temper of mind a criminal and contemptible 
meannefs, which muft induce men to facrifice the 
glory of their country, and their own honour to 
a fhameful pufillanimity: and fuch it appears to 
almoft all who are called Chriftians, even at this 
day; who not only reject it in practice, but dif- 
avow it in principle, notwithftanding this expli- 
cit declaration of their matter. We fee theny re- 
yenging the fnialleft affronts by premeditated 
murder, as individuals, on principles of honour ; 
and, in their national capacities, deftroying 
each other with fire and fword, for the low con- 
fiderations of commercial interefts, the balance 
of rival powers, or the ambition of princes: we 
fee them with their laft breath animating each 
other to a favage revenge; and, in the agonies 
of death, plunging, with feeble arms, their dag- 


‘ gers into the hearts of their opponents: and, what 


is ftill worfe, we hear all thefe barbarifms celebrat- 


ced by hiftorians ; flattered by poets ; applauded in 


theatres; approved in fenates; and even fandified 
in pulpits! But univerfal practice cannot alter the 
nature of things, nor univerfal error change the 
nature of truth. Pride was not made for man; 
but humility, meeknefs, and refignation, that is, 
poorness of fpirit was made for man, and properly 
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belongs to his dependent and precarious fituation ; 
and is the only :difpofition of mind, which can 
enable him to enjoy eafe and quiet here, and hap- 
pinefs hereafter. Yet was this important precept 
entirely unknown, until it was promulgated by 
him who faid; ‘ Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not; for-of fuch is the 
kingdom of heaven: verily I fay unto you, who- 
ever fhall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, he fhall not enter therein’ ” 


Another precept, equally new, and no lefs ex- . 
cellent, is, forgivenefs of injuries. “ Ye have 
heard,” fays Chrift to his difciples, “ Thou fhalt 
love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy: but I 
fay urtto you, love your enemies ; blefs them that 
curfe you; do good to them that hate you; and ° 
pray forthem who defpitefuily ufe you, and per- 
fecute you.”..... This was a leffon fo new, and fo 
utterly unknown, till taught by his doétrines, and 
enforced by his example, that the wifeft moralitts 
of the wifeft nations and ages, reprefented the 
defire of revenge as a mark ofa noble mind, and 
the accomplifhment of it as one of the chief feli- 
cities attendant on a fortunate man. Buthow much 
more magnanimous, how much more beneficial 
to mankind is forgivenefs! It is more magnanimous, 
becaufe every generous and exalted difpofition of 
the human mind is requifite to the practice of it ; 
for thefealone can enable us to bear the wrongs 
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and infults of wickednefs and folly with patience, 
and to look down on the perpetrators of them, with 

pity, rather than indignation; .thefe alone can 
teach us, that fuch are but a part of thofe fufferings 
allotted to us in this ftate of probation; and to 
know, that to overcome evil with good, isthe moft 
glorious of all victories. It is the moft beneficial, 
becaufe this amiable condué alone can put an end 
to a continual fucceflion of injuries and retalia- 
tions; for every retaliation becomes a new injury, 
and requires another act of revenge for fatisfac- 
tion. But would, we obferve this falutary precept, 
“to love our enemies, and to do goodto thofe who 
defpitefully ufe us,’ this ob{tinate benevolence 
would at laft conquer the moft mveterate hearts, 
and we fhould have no eneiies to forgive. How 
much more exalted a charaGer, therefore, is a 
Chriftian Mar tyr, fuffering with refignation, and 


praying for the guilty, than that of a Pagan hero, 


breathing revenge, and deftroying the innocent! 
Yet, noble and ufeful.as this virtue is, before the 
appearance of this religion, it was not only un- 
practifed, but decried in principle, as mean and 
ignominious, though fo obviousa remedy for moft 
of the miferies of this life, and foneceffary a qua- 
lification for the happinefs of the next. 


Repentance is another new. moral duty ftrenu- 


. oufly, infifted on by this religion, But no re- 
pentance can.remove our depravity, unlefs it be 


U 
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fuch as entirely changes the nature and difpofition 
of the offender ; which, in the language of Scrip- 
ture, is called, “ Being born again.” Mere con- 
trition for paft crimes, and even the pardon of 
them, cannot effect this, unlefs it operate to this 
entire converfion, or new birth, as it is properly 
and emphatically named; for forrow can no 
nore purify a mind corrupted by a long continu- 
ance in vicious habits, than it can reftore health 
to a body diftempered by a long courfe of vice 
and intemperance. Hence alfo, every one who is 
in. the leaft acquainted with himfelf, may judge 
of the reafonablenefs of the hope that is in him, 
andof his fituation in a future ftate, by his pre- 
fent condition. If he feels in himfelf a temper 
proud, turbulent, vindictive, and malevolent, and 
a violent attachment to the pleafures or bufinefs 
of the world, he may be affured that he muft be 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven; not only 
becaufe his conduc can attract no fuch reward ; 
but becaufe, if admitted, he would find there no 
objects fatisfactory to his paflions, inclinations, 
and purfyits. 


Faith is another moral duty enjoined by this 
jnftitution, and recommended in the New Telta- 
ment; where, in general, it fignifies an humble, 
teachable, and candid difpofition, a truft in God, 
and'confidence in his declarations and promifes ; 
and-it is always a direct contra{t to pride, obftina- 
cy, and felf-conceit. 
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Self-abafement is another moral duty inculcated 
by this religion only ; which requires us to inipute 
even our own virtues, to the grace and favour of 
our Creator; and to acknowledge, that we can 
do nothing good by our owtt powers, unlefs aflift- 
ed by his over-ruling influence. This do&rine 
feems, at firft fight, to infringe on our free-will, 
and to deprive us of all merit ; but, on a clofer 
examination, the truth of it may be demonftrated 
both by reafon and experience : it is evident that, 
in fact, it does not impair the one, or depreciate 
theother; andthatit is productive of fo much ha- 
mility, refignation, and dependence on God, that 
it juitly claims aplace amongfthe moftilluftrious 
moral virtnes. 


Detachment from the world is another moral 
virtue conftituted by this religion alone; fo new, 
that even at this day, few of its profeffors can be 
perfuaded that it is required, or that it is-any viv- 
tue at all. By this detachment: from the world, 
is not to be underftood a feclufion from fociety, 
abftraction from all bufinefs, or retirement to a 
gloomy cloifter. Induftry and labour, cheerfulnefs 
and hofpitality, are frequently recommended ; nor 
is the acquifition of wealth and honours prohibit- 
ed, if they can be obtained by -honeft means, and 
a moderate degree of attention and care: but fuch 
an unremitted anxiety, and perpetual application, 
as engrofs our whole time and thoughts, are: for- 
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bidden, becaufe they are incompatible with the f{pi- 
rit of this religion, and muft utterly difqualify us 
for the attaitiment of \its great end. © We toil on 
inthe vain purfuits and frivolous occupations of the 
world, die in our harnefs, ‘and then expect, if no 
gigantic crime ftand in the way, to ftep immedi- 
ately into the kingdom of heaveh ; but without a 
previous detachment from the’ bufinefs of ‘this 
world, we cannot be prepared for the happinefs 
of another. Yet this could make no part of the 
morality of Pagans, becaufe their virtues were 
altogether connected with this bufinefs, and con- 
fitted chiefly in conducting it with honour to 
themfelves, and benefit to the public. Chriftianity 
has anobler objeft in view, which, if not attend- 
ed to, rauftbe loft for ever’ “This obje& is that 
ccleftial manfion, of which we fhould never lofe 
fight, and to which we fhould be ever advancing 
during our journey through life: but this by no 
meaus precludes us from performing the bufinefs, 
er enjoying the amufements of travellers, provid- 
ed they detain us not too long, nor lead-us out of 
our way. 


Another precept, firft noticed and firft enjoin- 
ed by this inttitution, is, charity to all men. What 
this is, we may beft learn from the admirable de- 
{cription, contained in the following words: 
“ Charity fuffereth long, and is kind; charity 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itfelf; isnot 
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puffed up; doth net behave itfelf unfeemly ; feck- 
eth not her own ; is not eafily provoked; thinketh 
no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth; beareth all things; believeth all things; 
hopeth all things; endureth all things.” Here 
we have an accurate delineation of this bright 
conftellation of all virtues, which confifts not, as 
mlany imagine, in the building of monafteries, en- 
dowment of hofpitals, or the diftribution of alms; 
but in fiich an amiable difpofitios of mind, as 
exercifes itfelf every hour in: ads of kindnefs, 
patience, complacency, and benevolence to all 
around us; and which alone is able to promote 
happinefs in the prefent life, or render us capable 
of receiving: it in another.---And yet this is totally 
new, and fo it is declared to be by the Author of 
it; “ A new commandment I give unto. you, that 
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
love one another; by this fhall all men know that 
ye are my difciples; if. ye have love one to ano- 
ther.” This benevolent difpofition is made the 
eveat characteriflic of a Chriftian, the teft of vhis 
obedience, and the mark by which he is to be 
diftinguifhed. 


‘© This love for each other, is that charity juft 
now deferibed, and contains all thofe qualities 
which are there attributed to it;,bumiulhity, patience, 
nieeKnefs, and beneficence: without which we 
muft live in perpetual difcord, and confequently 

U2 
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cannot pay obedience to this commandment of 
loving one another: a commandment fo fublime, 
fo rational, and fo beneficial, fo wifely calculated 
to correct the depravity, diminifh the wickednefs, 
and abate the miferies of human nature, that did 
we univerfally comply with it, we fhould foon be 
relieved from all the inquictudes arifing from our 
own unruly paffions, anger, envy, revenge, ma- 
lice, and ambition ; as well as from all thofe in- 
juries, to which we are perpetually expofed, 
from the indulgence of the fame paffions in 
others. It would alfo preferve our minds in fuch 
a {tate of tranquillity, and fo prepare them for 
the kingdom of heaven, that we fhould flide out 
of a life of peace, love, and benevolence, into 
that celeftial fociety, by an almoft imperceptible 
‘tranfition.” 


LORD LYTTELTON. 


GEORGE LYTTELTON, the fon of fir Tho- 
mas Lyttelton, of Hagley in Worcefterfhire, was 
born in 1709. He was educated at Eaton, and 
was fo much diftinguifhed there, that his exer- 
cifes were recommended as models to his fchool- 
fellows.. At the univerfity of Oxford, where 
his. education was completed, he purfued his 
clafGcal ftudies with: uncommon avidity and fac. 
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cefs; and retained the fame reputation of fupe-: 
riority. 


As a writer, both in profe and verfe, lord Lyt- 
telton attained confiderable eminence; and, by his: 
great abilities and integrity, became highly ufeful 
to his country. 


In the pride of juvenile confidence, with the 
help of corrupt converfation, he had entertained 
doubts of the truth of Chriftianity ; ‘but, about 
the 38th year of his age, he thought the time 
come when it was no longer fit to doubt or be- 
lieve by chance, and. applied himfelf ferioufly to 
the great queftion. His ftudies, being honeft, 
ended in conyiétion. He found that religion was 
true, and what he had learned he endeavoured 
to teach, by “ Obfervations on the Converfion of 
St. Paul ;” a treatife to which infidelity has never 
been able to fabricate a {pecious anfwer. This 
book his father had the happinefs of ‘feeing, and 
expreffed his pleafure in.a letter which deferves 
to be inferted. 


“TT have read your religions treatife with in- 
finite pleafure and fatisfaction. ‘The ftyle is fine 
and clear, the arguments 'clofe, cogerit, and irre- » 
fiftible. May the King of kings, whofe glorious 
caufe you have fo well defended, reward your: 
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pious labours, and grant that I may be found. 


worthy, through the merits of Jefus Chrift, to be. 


an eye-witnefs of that happinefs which I do not 
doubt he will bountifully beftow upon you. In 


the mean time, I fhall never ceafe glorifying God, 
for having endued you with fuch ufeful talents, 


and given mie fo good a fon. . 
“ Your affectionate father, 
‘ THomas Ly TTELTON.” 


After a life fpent in hononrable purfuits, this 
diftinguifhed perfon was feized with a fevere ill- 
nefs about the 64th year of his age, which foom 
proved mortal. Of his death a very affecting 


and inftructive account has been piven by his’ 


phydician. 


“ On Sunday evening the-fysiptoms of his 
lordfhip’s diforder, which for a week paft had 
alarmed us, put on a fatal appearance, and» his 
lordfhip believed himfelf to be a dying man. 
From this time he fuffered by reftlefinefs rather 
than pain. Though bis nerves were apparently 
much fluttered, his mental faculties never feemed 
ftronger, when he was thoroughly awake.” 


“ Though his lordthip withed his approaching 


diffolution not to be lingering, he waited for it 
with refignation. He faid, «lt isa folly, a kéep- 


a sol 
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ing me in mifery, now to attempt to prolong life ? 
| yet he was eafily perfuaded, for the fatisfaction of 
others, to do or take any thing thought proper 
for him. On Saturday he had been remarkably 
better, and we were not without fome hopes of 
his recovery.” ‘ 


‘On Sunday, about eleven’ in the forenoon, 
his lordfhip fent for me, and faid he felt a great 
hurry of fpirits, and withed to have a little con- 
verfation with me in order to divert it. He then 
proceeded to open the fountain of that heart, 
from wherice goodnefs had fo long flowed as 
from'a copious fpring.. © When I firft fet out in 
the world, faid he, *I had friends who endea- 
voured to fhake my belief in the Chriftian reli- 
gion. I faw difficulties which ftaggered me; but 
I kept my mind open to’ conviction. The evi- 
dences and doctrines of Chriftianity, ftudied with: 
attention, made me a mof firm and _perfuaded 
believer of the Chriftian religion. I have made it 
the rule of my life, and it is the ground of my 
future hopes. I have erred and finned ; but have. 
repented, and never indulged any vicious habit. 
In politics, and public life, I have made public 
good the rule of my conduct. I never gave coun- 
fels which I did not at the time think the beft. I 
have feen that I was fometimes in the wrong, but 
I did not err defignedly. I have endeavoured, 
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in private life, to do all the good in my power, 
and never for a moment could indulge mali- 
cious or unjult defigus upon any perfom whatfo- 


ever.’ ” 


« At another time, he faid, ‘I muft leave my. 
foul in the fame ftate it was in before this illnefs; 
I find this a very inconvenient time for folicitude 
about any thing.’ ” 


“On the evening, when the fymptoms of 
‘death came on, he faid, ‘I fhall die; but it will 
not be your fault.” When lord and lady Valentia 
came to fee his lordfhip, he gave them his folemn 
benediétion, and faid, ‘ Be good, be virtuous, 
my lord; you muft come to this.” Thus he con- 
tinued giving his dymg benedi¢tion to-all around 
him. On Monday morning a lucid interval gave 
fome fmall hopes, but thefe vanifhed in the even- 
ing; and he continued dying, though with very 
litle uneafinefs, till Tuefday morning, Auouft 22, 
when between feven and eight o’clock he expired, 
almoft without a groan,” 
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A perfon fo difinterefted in private life, and fo 
religioufly concerned for the happinefs of others, 
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as was the diftinguifhed Jonas Hanway, demands 
a. place in thefe memoirs. This excellent man 
devoted his time, his fortane, his powers of body 
| and mind, to the fervice of his fellow-creatures. 
To improve the morals of the poor, to alleviate 
their diftreffes, and to-provide for their oftspring 
fnitable inftruction and -ufeful employment, were 
objedts he had much at heart; and a great part 
of his life was fpent in promoting thefe benevo- 
Jent views. It may juftly be faid of him, that, 
next to his reverence for the Divine Being, the 
| love of haman kind was the ftrongeft feeling of, 
his breaft ; and that when he had engaged in any 
office of general benevolence, no obftacles but 
thofe which were infuperable, could difcourage 
his active perfeverance. 


wi 


As he well knew how much -the happinefs of 
the poorer claffes of mankind depends on frugali- 
ty and habitual induftry, he ftudied to promote 
amonegft them virtues fo neceflary to their con- 
dition. It gave him a very fenfible pleafure 
when any of the numerous objects of his charity, 
who came to pay him their refpects, were cleanly 
and neatly dreiled, and appeared with cheerful 
and contented countenances. He treated them 
with refpect and attention, entered into their con- 
eerns with a paternal affection, and let them know 
that, on any real emergency, they might with 
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confidence apply to him. It was this, rather than 
the largenefs of his gifts, that endeared him fo 
much to the people. He never walked out but 
he was followed by the good wifhes, filent or ex- 
preffed, of fome to whom he bad afforded relief. 
To meet the grateful eyes of perfons whom he 
had ferved, was to him a high enjoyment; and 
noone partook of it oftener. . . 


This benevolent and. pious man, through the 
whole courfe of his life, remembered that he was 
an accountable being. He examined his own 
conduét with the fame degree of feverity, which 
men too often adopt in their f{crutiny into the 
condué of others; and confidered that the time 
would come, and might not be far off, when he 
fhould reflec with forrow on every bad ation. 
There are many well-difpofed men, who, know- 
jug that death is inevitable, endeavour to banifh 
from their minds the awful thought; but Hanway 
feemed to derive a folemn pleafure from indulging 
the idea. To excite the frequent recolle@ion of 
his condition and end, he caufed to be infcribed 
on a plate of brafs the following lines, which 
feem-to have been defigned as his epitaph, and 
which he often ferioufly reviewed. 
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I believe that my Redeemer liveth, 
And that I alfo fhall rife from 
The grave, 

Jonas Hanway; 

Who, trufting in that good Providence, 
Which fo vifibly governs the world, 
Paffed through a variety of fortunes with 

patience. ' 
ae the greateft part of his days 
In foreign lands ruled by arbitrary power, 
He received the deeper iinpreffion 
‘OF the happy conftitution of his own country ; 
Whilft 
The perfuafive laws contained in the. 
5 New Teftament, 
_ And the confcioufnefs of his own depravity, 
Softened his heart to a fenfe 
Of the various wants of his 
Fellow-creatures. 
Reader, 
Inquire no further ; 
The Lord have mercy on his foul and thine! 


Apprehenfive of the too partial regard of his 
friends; and efteeming plain - truth above the 
proudeft trophies of monumental flattery; at the 
age of fifty-one, he caufed this plate and infcrip- 
tion to be made. / 
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In the fummer of 1786, his health fenfibly de- 
clined, and he perceived that he was verging to- 
wards that {tate which he had often contemplated — 
with folemn complacency. During the progrefs 
of a tedious, and fometimes very painful illnefs, 
he never expreffed the leaft impatience. When 
he grew fo weak as to be confined to his bed, he 
requefted his phyficians to fpeak frankly, and 
without referve. of his diforder ; and when con- 
vinced that he could not recover, he fent and paid 
all his tradefmen ; took leave of his moft intimate 
friends ; diétated fome letters to abfent acquaint- 
atices; and difcourfed concerning his affairs with 
tranquillity, and even with cheerfulnefs. ‘To his 
furgeon, who attended him with unceafing anxie- 
ty, he faid, “If you think it will be of fervice in 
your practice, or to any one who may come after 
me, I beg you willhave my body opened: Iam 
willing to do as much good as poffible,” 

He expreffed his fatisfaction, that his mind had 
never wandered or been perplexed in any part of 
his illnefs. Inthe morning previous to his death, 
he faid to an intimate friend, ‘I have no uncom. 
fortable reflections concerning my approaching 
end; but I find life fo ftrong, that I think I fhall 
not leave the world without a fharp conflict.” 
Soon after this, the difurder increafed, and put a 
periodtoa long and valuable life, fpent in promet- 


ing the plory of God, and the good of mankind, 


“© 
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The following ftanzas are worthy of a place in . 


the character of this truly pious and benevolent 
man. 


Awnp thou, bleft Hanway ! long thy country’s pray’r, 
Exulting now in kindred worlds above, 

Co-heir of Howard! deign the mufe to hear, 
Though angels greet thee with a brother's love. 


Far though remov’d from this diminith’d earth, 
A crown of glory beaming on thy brow, 

The God who fix’d it there....to note thy worth, 
Bids the rapt lyre with all thy fpirit glow. 


Warm in the way, behold what myriads come, 
While tears of ecftacy and anguifh flow ! 

Their blended incenfe pouring on thy tomb, 
‘To mark an empire’s joy, an empire’s wo. 


Clofe to thy Howard.....0 congenial fhade ! 
Ontthe pure column fhall thy buf be plac’d ; 

‘Though deep in every bofom is portray’d 
Thofe grateful records time fhall ne’er erafe. 


-'The.gen’rous plan that public virtue draws, 


The fair defign that charity imparts, 
The genius kindling in Religion’s caufe, 
Cherifh their champion in our faithful hearts. 


Near Hanway’s buft the Magdalen fhall kneel, 


A chaften’d votary of Compaffion’s dome ;* 
With pious awe the holieft ardours feel, 
And blefs the founder of her peaceful home. 


* The Magdalen Houfe: 
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And O, philanthropy! thy heav’n-rear’d fane * 
Shall oft avow the good man’s zeal divine, 

When bounty leads a poor and orphan train 
To clafp their little arms round Hanway’s fhrine : 


Trapfcendent energies of grace fublime, 

Whofe magic goodnefs work’d with double pow’r, 
Cradled the outcaft babe who knew no crime, 

And bade the finner turn and blush no more. 


Ah, full of honours as of years, farewell! 
‘Vhus o’erthy efhes fhall Britannia figh ; 

Each age, each fex, thy excellence fhall tell, 
Which taught the young to live, the old to die ! 


ANTHONY BENEZET. 


ANTHONY BENEZET was born in France in 
the year 1713. The -perfecution, on account of 
religious opinions, which then exifted in that 
country, induced his parents to leave France. 
After a refidence of many years in London, they 
and their fon, the fubjeét of this memoir, went to 
Aimerica, and fettled in Philadelphia. 


He was a man of found underftanding, of great 
piety, humility, and felf-denial, and of a very. be- 
nevolent difpofition. Being defirous of {pending 
his life in a manner the moft ufeful to his fellow- 


—_- 


= 
* The Foundling Hofpital, 
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creatures, he devoted himfelf to the education of 
youth. In this arduous, but ‘truly honourable 
employment, he pafled about forty years; and ac- 
quitted himfelf very much to the fatisfaction of 
parents and children. His great object was, to 
imbue the minds of his pupils with reverence for 
religion, and to train them up ina courfe of vir- 
tue. Pecuniary advantages were of fimall) mo- 
ment in his eftimation, of which he gave many 
ftriking proofs. A-fhort time before his deceafe, 
he declared in.a letter to a friend, that though 
leifure and retirement would be very agreeable to 
him, he was well fatisfied to remain in his occu- 
pation ; and that he knew no other, whatever 
might be its advantages, for which he would ex- 
change his employment, unlefs it were a com- 
-miffion to preach and propagate, as a minilter, 
the Gofpel of Chrift. 


When the f{chool eftablifhed in Philadelphia, 
“for the inftruétion of black people and their 
-offspring,” was fufpended, on account of the in- 
difpofition of their teacher, :he voluntarily furrer- 
dered his own fchool to other competent perfons, 
and undertook the education of thofe people, 
though, in a pecuniary refpedt, he loft confide- 
_.rably by the chahge.. His humility, and his 
fympathy with that unhappy race of men, dif 
poted him to think no condefcenfions degrading, 
by which he could be peculiarly ufeful to them : 

x 2 
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and he was greatly defirous, that they might be fo 
improved in their minds, as to render the freedom. 
which they had lately recovered, a reat blefling to 
themfelves, and a benefit to the ftate. 


He was a friend to the poor and the diftreffed 
of every defcription, and Jaboured moft earneftly 
for their relief and welfare. It may indeed be 
faid of him, that his whole life was {pent in going 
about doing good to men. He appeared to do 
every thing as if the words of his Saviour were 
continually founding: in his ears;° Wilt ye not 
that I muft be about my father’s bufinefs?”. He 
was, as Dr. Ruth obferved, a man ofa truly 
catholic {pirit; one who loved piety and virtue 
in others, wherever he found them; and who re- 
fpected all fincere worfhippers of God, in what- 
ever manner that worfhip was performed. 


The miferics of the enflaved Africans, and the 
gréat injuftice done to them, very deeply affected 
his compaflionate heart. He publifhed » many 
tracts on the fubje&t ; fupported an extenfive cor- 
‘efpondence with perfons in Europe and America, 
who were likely to aid his benevolent views; and 
exerted himfelf to the utmoft, to ameliorate the 
condition of the Negroes, and to procure the en- 
tire abolition of the Trade. As he was one of the 
earlieft advocates of thefe injtired men, and inde- 
fatigably purfued bis objet, we may fairly at. 


i tart tei iit i te ie ee i oi, ee ee 2 


ANTHONY BENEZET. agg 


tribute to his labours, with the Divine blefling 
upon them, a great part of that fpirit of inquiry 
into their fituation, and fympathy with their dif- 
trefles, which -have fpread over the world; and 
“which, we trult, will, ere long, deftroy this fyf 
tem of inhumanity and injuftice, 


About a year before his deceafe, his healtli be- 
came much impaired; but being of a lively dift 
polition, very temperate, and zealoufly concerned 
to occupy his talents to the laft, he fupported his 
{chool, tillhe was quite difabled from performing 
the duties of it. But his charity and beneficence 
continued with life. The lafttime he walked acrofs 
his room, was to take from his defk fix dollars, 
which he gave to a poor widow whom he had 
long affifted to maintain. Three hours before his 
death, he delivered to his executors a number of 
trads, in fheets, on religious fubje&ts, with direc- 
tions for their being bound and difperfed. He 
devifed nearly the whole of his eftate, after the 
deceafe of his wife, to truftees, for the fupport 
and benefit of the Negro fchool, of which he had 
been the tutor. And thus, having lived a moft 
ufeful and exemplary life, he. was well prepared. 
for the approach of death. He endured his pains 

swith much patience ; and, with Chriftian compo- 
fare of mind, refigned this:mortal life in the firm 
vexpeftation of a happy immortality... _ 
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The lofs of this’ beneficent man was deeply felt 
by his fellow-citizens and his funeral was attend- 
ed by a great number of perfons of all ranks, and 
of all religious profeffions ; and many hundreds 
of Negroes joined the proceflion. It may juftly be 
faid, that “the mourners went about the {treets,” 
and that his death was embalmed with tears. An 
officer, who had ferved in the American army 
during the late war, in returning from the fune- 
ral, pronounced a ftriking eulogium upon him. 
It contained but few words: “I would rather,” 
faid he, “ be Anthony Benezet, in that coffin, than 
the great Wafhington, with all his honours.” 


, ALTAMONT; 


OR THE DEATH OF THE LIBERTINE. 


The following account of an affecting mourn- 
ful exit, and the refleCtiions that accompany it, are 
folemn and impreffive. We hall prefent them 
to the reader, in the words of Door Young, who 
was. prefent at the melancholy fcene. 


bes 

ih iat “Ts not the death-bed of a profligate a prime 
Mchool of wifdom? Are we not obliged, when we 
are invited to it? for what elfe fhould reclaina us? 


The pulpit ? We are prejudiced againft it. Befides, 
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an agonizing profligate, though filent, out-preach- 
es the moft celebrated the pulpit ever knew. But; 
if he fpeaks, his words might inftruét the beft in- 
{tructers of mankind. Mixed in the warm con- 
verfe. of life, we think with men;. ona death- 
bed, with God.” 


“ There are two leffons of this {chool written, 
as it were, in capitals, which they who: run may 
read. Firft, he that, in this his minority, this field 
of difcipline and conflict, inftead of grafping the 
weapons of his warfare, is for ever gathering 
flowers, and catching at butterflies, with his un- 
armed hand, ever making idle pleafure his pur- 
fuit ; muft pay for it his vaft reverfion: and, on 
opening his final account, (of which a death-bed 
breaks the feal) fhall find himfelf a beggar, a beg- 
gar paft beggary; and fhall paffionately with 
that his very being were added to the reft of his 
lofs, Secondly, he thall-find, that truth, divine 
truth, however, through life, injured, wounded, 
fupprefled, is victorious, immortal: that, though 
with mountains overwhelmed, it will, one day, 
burft out like the fires of ‘Ema; vifible, bright, 
and tormenting, asthe moft raging flame. ‘This 
now. (ob, my friend!) I thall too plainly prove.” 


_ ©The fad evening before the death of the 
noble youth, whofe laft hours fugeefted thefe 
“thoughts, I was with him. No one was prefent but 
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his phyfician, and an intimate whom he loved, 
and whom he had ruined. At my coming in, he 
faid; ‘You and the phyfician are come too late. 
I have neither life nor hope. You both aim at 
niiracles. You would raife thedead? Heaven, 
I faid, was merciful.....6 Or,’ exclaimed he, ‘f 
could not have been thus guilty. What has it not 
done to blefs, and to fave me |.....1 have been-too 
{trong for Omnipotence! . I have plucked down 
ruin.’.....1 faid, the bleffed Redeemer,.....4 Hold ! 
hold! you wound me !.....That is the rock on 
which I fplit :..... denied his name !’ 


~ Refufing to hear any thing from. me, or take 
any thing from the phyfician, he lay filent, as far 
as fudden darts of pain wonld permit, till the 
clock fteuck: then with vehemence he exclaimed; 
‘Oh! time! time! it is fit thou fhouldft thus 
{trike thy murderer to the heart !....How art thou 
fled forever!....A month!....Oh, fora fingle week ! 
I afk not for years; though an age were too little 
for the much. Ihave to do”. Oa my faying, we 
could not do too much: that heaven was a bleffed 
place....6So much the worfe....’Tis loft! ’tis loft! 
.. Heaven is to me the fevereft part of hell !’”? 


“Soon after, I propofed prayer....¢ Pray you 
that can. 1 never prayed. IL cannot ‘pray... 
Nor need I. . Is not Heaven on my fide already? 
It clofes with my confcience. Its fevereft {trokes 
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but fecond my own.’ Obferving) that his friend: 
was much touched at this, even to tears....(who 
could forbear? I could not)....with a moft affec- 
tionate look, he faid, ‘ Keep thofe tears for 
thyfelf.. I have undone thee. Doft thou weep 
for me? that is cruel. What can pain me 
more 2?” 


» Here chis friend, too much affe&ed, would 
have left him.:..¢No, ftay....thou ftill may{t hope 3 
therefore hear me. How madly have I talked ! 
How madly haft thou liftened, and believed ! but 
look onmy prefent ftate, as a full anfwer to thee, 
and to myfelf. This body is all weaknefs and 
pain; but my foul, as if {tung up by torment to 
greater f{trength and. fpirit, is full powerful to 
reafon; full mighty to fuffer. And that which 
thus triumphs within the jaws of immortality, is, 
doubtlefs, immortal....And, as fora Deity, nothing 
lefsthan an Almighty could inflict what I feel?” 


“T was about to congratulate this paflive, invo- 
luntary confeffor, on his afferting the two prime 
articles of his creed, extorted by the rack of nature; 
when he thus very paflionately exclaimed: “ No, 
no! let me fpeak on. I have not long to {peak. 
«My much injured friend! my foul, as my body, 
Vies in ruins; in {cattered fragments of broken | 
thought....Remorfefor the paft, throws my thought 
on the future, © Worfe dread of the future, ftrikes 


2% ALTAMONT. 


it back on the paft. I turn, and turn, and find 
no'ray. Did{t thou feel half the mountain that 
ison me, thou wouldt ftrugzle with the martyr 
for his (take; and blefs heaven for the flames! 
«that is not an everlafting flame ; that’ is Not an 
unquenchable fire’? 


“ How were we ftruck! yet, foon after, ftill 
more. With what an eye of diftraction, what a 
face of defpair, he cried out! ‘My principles have 
poifoned iny friend; my extravagance’ has beg- 
gared iny boy! my unkindnefs has murdered my 
wife !....And is there another hell? Oh! thou 
blafphemed, yet indulgent LORD’ GOD! hell 
itfelf isa refuge, if it hide me from thy frown ? 
Soon after, his underftanding failed. His terri- 
fied imagination uttered horrors not to be repeat- 
ed, or.ever forgotten. And ere the fun (which, 
Thope, has feen few like ‘him) arofe, the gay, 
young, noble, ingenious, accomplifhed, and moft 
wretched Altamont expired !” 

“Tf this is a man of pleafure, what isa man of 
pain? How quick, how total, is the tranfit of fuch 
perfons! Inwhat a difimal gloom they fet for ever! 
How fhort, alas! the day of their rejoicing |... 
Fora moment they glitter....they dazzle! In a mo- 
ment where are they? Oblivion covers their memo- 
ries. Ah! would it did! Infamy fpatches them 
from oblivion. In the long-living annals of infaiy 


beft capacity of being right. 
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their triumphs are recorded. Thy fufferings, poor 
Altamont! {till bleed in the bofom of the heart- 
{tricken friend....for Altamont had a friend. He 
might have had many. His tranfient morning 
might have been the dawn of an immortal day. 
His name might have been glorioufly enrolled in 
the records of eternity. His memory might have 
left a fweet fragrance behind it, grateful to the 
furviving friend, -falutary to the fucceeding gene- 
ration. With what capacity was he endowed! 
with what advantages, for being greatly good ! 
But with the talents of an angel, a man may be a 
fool. If he judges amifs in the fupreme point," 
judging right in all elfe, but aggravates his folly ; 
as it fhows him wrong, though bleffed with the 
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¥OHN HOWARD. NEWTON'S LETTERS. ZIM- 
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JOHN. HOWARD, the: indefatigable friend of 
the poor and the unfortunate, was born at Hack- 
ney, in the year 1726. Of his charaGter and: pi- 
ous labours, Dr. Aikin {peaks in the following 
terms, * 

“ Among thofe truly illuftrious. perfons who, 
in the feveral ages and nations of the world, have 
marked their track through life by a continued 
courfe of doing good, few have been fo diftin- 
guifhed, either by the extent of the good pro- 
duced, or the purity of motive and energy of 
character exhibited in the.procefs of doing it, as 
the late John Howard... To have adopted the caufe 
of the prifoner, the fick, and the deftitute, not 
only in his own country, but throughout Europe; 
...to have confiderably alleviated the burden of 


_ prefent mifery among thofe unfortunate,clafles, and 


at the fame time to have provided for the reforma-. 


tion of the vicious, and the prevention of furure. 
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crimes and calamities ;....to have been inftruimen- 
tal in the actual eftablifhment of many plans of 
humanity and utility, and to have laid the founda- 
tion for much more improvement hereafter ;.... | 
and to have done all this as a private, unaided 
individual, ftruggling with toils, dangers, and dif- 
ficulties, which might have appalled the moft r@ 
folute; is furely a range of beneficence, which 
fcarcely ever before came within the compals of 
one man’s exertions.” 


Attachment to religion was a principle which 
had been imbibed by Howard in his youth ; and 
which continued fteady and uniform through life. 
Though he feems early to have made up his mind 
as to the dodtrines he thought beft founded, and 
the mode of worfhip he moft approved, yet re- 
ligion abftractedly confidered, as the relation be- 
tween man and his Maker, and the grand fupport 
of morality, appears to have been the principal 
object. of. his regard. This excellent principle 
enlarged his heart, and led him to commiferate 
the diftreffes of his fellow-creatures of every de- 
fcription; and at length prompted him to devote 
his life to the relief of fuffering humanity. 


Deeply impreffed with a fenfe of the impor- 


_ tance of his defigns, and of the uncertainty of hu- 


wan life, he was defirous of doing as niuch as 


poffible within the allotted limits. And the num- 
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ber of prifons and hofpitals which he vifited in a 
fhort period of time, is furprifing. The pious 
and well-eoverned difpofition by which he was 
actuated, is forcibly expreffed in the following 
paflage, extracted from one ms his interefting 
publications. 


»“'To my country I commit the refult of my 
paft labours. Itis my intention again to quit it, 
for the purpofe of reviliting Ruflia, Turkey, and 
fome other countries, and extending my tour in 
the eat. Iam not infenfible of the dangers that 
muft attend fucha journey. Trufting, however, 
in the protection of that kind Providence which 
has hitherto preferved me, I calmly and cheerfully 
commit myfelf to the difpofal of unerring Wit 
dom. Should it pleafe God to cut off my life in 
the profecution of this defigu, let not my conduct 
be uncandidly imputed to rathnefs or enthufiafin, 
but to a ferious, deliberate conviction that I am 
purfuing the path of duty, and to a fincere defire 
of being: madean inflrument of greater ufefulnefs 
to my fellow-creatures, than could be expected in « 
the narrow circle of a retired life.” 


A little before the laft time of his leaving Eng- 
Jand, when a friend expreffed his concern at part- 
ing with him, from an apprehenfion that .they 
fhould never meet again, he cheerfully replied, & 
“We fhall foon meet in heaven;” and, as he 3 
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rather expected to die of the plague in Egypt, he 
added, “'The way to heaven from Grand Cairo is 
as near'as from London.” He faid he was per- 
fectly eafy as to the event; and made ufe of the 
words of Father Paul, who, whem his phyficians 
told him he had not long to live, faid; “It is well; 


whatever pleafes God, pleafes me.” 
' 


. That in his fingular and extenfive courfe of 
beneficence, he was not influenced by adefire of 
attracting the notice, or gaining the applaufes of 
his fellow-creatures, appears from his general life 
and conduét; andiis particularly evident from the 
fpirit and firmnefs with which be oppofed the 
defign, formed by many perfons of diftinGion in 
this country; to ere a ftatue, or ane other mo- 
nument, to his honour. 


« The following ister are felected from fome 
of his letters on this fubjet.--- To haften to the 
other very diftrefling affair 5 oh, why could not 
my friends, who know how much I deteft fuch 
parade, have ftopped fo hatty a meafare! Asa 
private man, with fome pecultarities, T wifhed to 


‘retire into obfcurity and ‘filence.----Indeed, my 
friend, I cannot bear the thought of being thus 
dragged out. Limmediately wrote; and I hope 
fomething may be done to {top it. My beft friends 


muft difapprove the meafure. It deranges and 
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confounds all my fchemes ;---my. exaltation: is my 
fall, my misfortune.——My belt and moft inti- 


mate friends have, I fee by the papers, been fo. 


kind as not to fubfcribe to what you fo juftly term 
a hafty meafure. Indeed, if nothing now can-be 


done,---I fpeak from my heart---never poorcreature’ 
was more dragged out in public”? \'That in alk 


this there was no affectation, clearly appeared from 
the letter he fent to the fubfcribers ; in which, 


after exprefling his gratitude, he difplayed fo de’ 
termined a repugnance again{t admitting the pro-: 


poled honour, deprecating it as the fevereft of 
punifhments, that nothing could be urged in re- 
ply, and the bufinefs was dropped. 


Whilf this great and good man was ardently 
labouring for the relief of diftrefs, it pleafed Di- 
vine Providence to fuffer him to fall a vidim'to a 
difeafe, fuppofed to be the plague, at Cherfon, in 
the beginning of the year 1790. He was per- 
fetly fenfible, during ‘his illnefs, except at fhort 
intervals, till within a very few hours before his 
death. He was fully prepared for the event, and 
often faid, that he had no with for life, but as 


it gave him the means.of relieving his fellow- 


creatures. 
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-A celebrated orator* has paffed fo fine a eulo-. 
gium on the charatter of this excellent man, that 
we cannot properly omit the infertion of it. 


---- I cannot name this gentleman without re- 
marking, that his labours and writings have done 
much to open the eyes and hearts of mankind. 
He has vifited all Europe,---not to furvey-the fump- 
tuoufnefs of palaces, or the ftatelinefs of tem. . 
ples; not to make accurate meafurements of the 
remains of ancient grandeur, nor to form a feale - 
of the curiofity of modern art; not to collect 
medals, or collate manufcripts:---but to dive into 
the depths of dungeons; to plunge into the in- 
feétion of hofpitals ; to furvey the manfions of for- 
row and pain; to take the gage and dimenfions of 
mifery, depreffion, and contempt ; to remember 
the forgotten, to attend to the negleéted, to vifit 
the forfaken, and compare and collate the. dif 
treffes of all. men in all countries. His plan is ori- 
ginal: it is as full of genius as it is of: humanity. 
It was a voyage of difcovery; a circummavigation 
of charity. Already the benefit of his labour is 
felt more or lefs in every country: I hope he will 
anticipate his final reward, by feeing all its effeas 
fully realized in his own.” 


We thall conclude the account of this benevo- 
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lent man, with a few beautiful lines, written on 
his death, by Dr. Aikin. © 


Howarp, thy tafk is done !. thy, mafter calls ; 

And fummons thee from Cherfon’s diftant walls. 

* Come, well-approv’d! my faithful fervant, come ! 
No more a wand’rer, feck thy deftin’d home. 
Long have I mark’d thee with o’er-ruling eye, 
And fent admiring angels from on high, 


To walk the paths of danger by thy fide, , 


From death to fhield thee, and through fnares to guide. 
My minifter of good, I’ve {ped thy way, 
And fhot through dungeon glooms a leading ray, 
To cheer, by thee, with kind, unhop’d relief, 
My creatures‘loft and whelm’d in guilt and grief. 
I’ve led thee, ardent, on through wond’ring climes, 
- "To combat human woes and human crimes. 
- But ’tis enough !—-thy great commiffion’s o’er ; 
I prove thy faith, thy love, thy zeal, no more. 
Nor droop, that far from country, kindred, friends, 
Thy life, to duty long devoted, ends: 7 
What boots it where the high reward is giv ‘n, 
Or cwhencé the foul triumphant fprings to heav'n.”” 


Dr. Aikin has written a judicious and interefting account of 


Joha Howard, under the title of “ A view of the chara&ter of 
John Howard, Efq;” to which we refer the reader for further 
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information, refpe€ting this pious and worthy man. 
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NEWTON’S LETTERS. 


THE following interefting examples of the 
power of religion on the minds of perfons in hum- 
ble life, are extracted from the “ Letters of JOHN 
NEWTON, to an Englith Nobleman.” 


“ Though the grand evidence of thofe truths 
upon which our hopes are built, arifes from the 
authority of God declaring them in his Word, 
and revealing them by his Spirit to the awakened 
heart ; (for till the heart. is awakened it is inca- 
pable of receiving this evidence ;) yet fome of 
thefe truths are fo myfterious, fo utterly repug- 
nant to the jadgment of depraved nature, that 
through the remaining influence of unbelief and 
vain reafoning, the temptations of Satan, and the 
fubdle arguments with which fome men, reputed 
wife, attack the foundations of our faith, the 
minds even of believers are fometimes capable 
of being fhaken. I know no better corroborating 
evidence for the relief of the mind under fuch 
affaults, than the teftimony of dying perfons, 
efpecially of fuch as have lived out of the noife 
of controverfy, and who, perhaps,. never heard 
‘a fyllable of what has been ftarted in thefe evil 
days, againft fome of the, important ar ticles of 
the Chr iftian Faith.” , 


~ 450 £4 NEWTON'S LETTERS. 


“Permit me, my lord, to relate, upon this oc» 
cafion, fome things which exceedingly ftruck me 
in the converfation I had with a young woman, 
whom I vifited in her latt illnefs about two years 
ago. She was a fober, prudent perfon, of plain 
fenfe, could read the Bible, but had read little 
befides. Her knowledge of the world was nearly 
confined to the parith ; for I fuppofe fhe was fel- 
dom, if ever, twelve miles from home. She had 
known the Gofpel about feven years before the 
Lord vifited her with a lingering confuniption, 
which, at length, removed her to a better worlds 
A few days previous to her death, in prayer by 
her bed-fide, T thanked the Lord, that he ‘gave 
her now to fee that the had not followed cuns 
ningly devifed fables. When I had finifhed, the 
repeated that expreffion: ‘No, faid fhe, ‘not 
cunningly devifed fables; thefe are realities int 
deed; I feel their truth; 1 feel their comfort. 
O tell my friends, tell my acquaintance, tell in 
quiring fouls, tell poor finners, tell all the daugh. 
ters of Jerufalem, (alluding to Solomon’s Song,) 
‘what Jefus has done for my foul! 'Teil'them; 
that now, in the time of need, 1 find him my Bes 
loved and my Friend; and, as fuch, I commend 
him to-them.’” 


“ She then fixed her eyes fteadfaltly upon me; 
and proceeded, to the beft of my recollection, as 
follows: ‘ Sir, you are highly favoured in being 
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called to preach the Gofpel. Ihave often heard 
you with pleafure; but give me leave to tell you, 
that I now feeall you have’ faid, or that you‘can’ 
fay, is comparatively but little. Nor till you’ 
come into my fituation, and have death and eter- 
nity fullin your view, will it'be poffible for you 
to conceive the vaft weight and importance of 
the truths you declare. Oh! fir, it is a ferious’ 
thing: to die; no-words can exprefs what i$ need- 
ful to fupport the foul in the folemnity of a weal 
hour.’” 


“ When. I vifited' her again, fhe faid; ¢ I feel’ 
that my hope is fixed upon the Rock of Ages: I 
know in whom I have-believed. But the approach 
of death prefents a profpe& which is, till’ then,, 
hidden from us, and which cannot be defcribed.’ 
She faid much more to the fame purpofe ; and ‘in 
all fhe fpoke there were dignity, weight, and 
evidence. We may well fay, with Elihu, “Who 
teacheth like the. Lord ? 


“ Many inftances of the like kind'I have met 
with here. Ihave a poor girl near me, whofe 
natural capacity is very fmall but the: Lord has 
been pleafed to make her acquainted alternately’ 
with great temptations, and proportionably great 
difcoveries. of his love and truth: fometimes, 
when her heart. is enlarged, I litten. to. her with 
aftonifhment. I think no books or minifters I 
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“ever met with, have given me fuch an impreffion 
and underftanding of what the Apoftle ftyles ‘the 
deep things of God, as I have, upon fome occa- 
fions, received from her converfation.” 


“« We have loft another of the people here: a 
perfon of much experience, eminent grace, wif 
dom, and ufefulnefs. . She walked with God for- 
ty years. . She was one of the Lord’s poor ; but 
her poverty was decent, fanctified, and honoura- 
ble. She lived refpected, and her death is confi- 
dered as a public lofS. It is a great lofs to me; I 
fhall mifs her advice and example, by which I 
have been often edified and animated. Almoft 
the laft words the uttered were, ‘ The Lord is my 
portion, faith my foul?” 


“ My attendance upon the fick is not always 
equally comfortable ; but could I learn aright, it 
might be equally inftructive. Some confirm to 
me the precioufnefs of a Saviour, by the cheerful- 
nefs with which, through faith in his name, they 
meet the king of terrors. Others no lefs confirm 
it, by the terror and reluctance they difcover, 
when they find they muit die. For though there 
are too many who fadly flight the bleffed Gofpel, 
while they are in health, yet, in this place, moft 
are too far enlightened to be quite thoughtlels 
about their fouls, in their lat illnefs, if they re- 
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tain their fenfes. Then, like the foolifh virgings 
they fay, ‘ Give us of your oil ?” 


“ Through the Lord’s goodnefs, feveral whom 
I have vifited in thefe circumftances, have afford- 
ed mea comfortable hope: .J have feen a marvel-° 
*— Jous and bleffed change take place, in a few days, 
— in their language, views, and temper. I now 
vifit a young perfon, who is cut fhort in her nine- 
teenth: year, by a confumption, and who I think 
cannot live many days. I found her very ignorant 
and infenfible, and fhe remained fo a good while ; 
but of late, [hope; her heart is touched. She 
feels her loft ftate; fhe feems to have fome right 
defires; and I> cannot-but think the Lord.is 
teactente her, and will reveal bimfelf to her be- 
fore the departs.” | 


4 “But the fcene is fometimes different. | I faw a 
young woman die Jaft week. lL had been-often 
with her; but the night fhe was removed, fhe 
could only fay, ¢O I-cannot live! I)cannot live ? 
She repeated this mournful complaint as long. as 
fhe could fpeak: for as the: vital: powers were 
more oppreffed, her voice was changed. into 
groans; her groans grew fainter and fainter ; and 
in about a quarter of an hour after. fhe had done 
fpeaking, the expired. Poor creature! faid I to 
myfelf, as I ftood by her bed-fide, if you were a 
duchels, in this fituation, what. could the world 


Z, 


3 


= 
: 
| 


aca ¢ NEWTON'S LETTERS. 


“So for younow! T thought likewife, how many 
things are there that now give uspleafure or pain, 
and aflume a mighty importance in our view, 
which, in a dying hour, will be no more to us, 
than the clouds that fly unnoticed over our heads. 
Then the truth of our Lord’s declaration will be 
feen, felt, and acknowledged; ‘ One thing 
is needful? And we fhall be ready to apply 
Grotius’s dying confeflion to a great part of our 
lives: ‘Ah! I have confumed my time, in labo- 
rioufly doing nothing ? ” 


How ¢reatly does it exalt the mercy and good- 
nefs of the univerfal Parent of mankind, to  per- 
ceive that his regard is equally towards his chil- 
dren and people, whatever may be their {tations 
and conditions in the world! To the poor and 
illiterate, as well as to the rich and learned, the 
Gofpel is preached ; and thofe of every clafs who 
become truly humble and poor in fpirit, and 
thofe.only, will cordially receive and rejoice in it. 
Learning and knowledge are, indeed, ornaments 
and improvements of our nature ; and, as well as 
riches, rank, and influence, enable us to enlarge 
the {phere of our utility and beneficence : but it 
is not hence to be inferred, either that thefe qual- 
ifications are not attended with peculiar dangers, 
tetpptations, and inquietudes, or that the Father 
of Spirits, who is juft and equal in all his ways, 
regards their pofleffors with diftinguifhed marks 
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of his favour. The wifdom of Providence, 
promote order and government in the earth, has, 

indeed, ordained a diverfity of talents and con- 
ditions amongft men; but he has alfo gracioully 

declared, that’ to the religious and faithful im- 
provement, even of the fewelt talents, fhall be 
annexed the higheft reward that can be confer- 

red upon us; namely, that of Well done, good 
and faithful fervant ; enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.’......A humble and teachable difpoli- 
tion, a pious, upright, and benevolent tenyper 
of mind, are incomparably of greater worth, 
than all the accomplithments and poffeffions of 
the world’; and they are the only attainments 
which, in all degrees of knowledge, and’ in eve- 
ry ftation and condition of life, will procure the 
Divine favour, and advance us to real honour and 
happinefs. 


ZIMMERMAN. 


The following tribute to the memory of a be- 
Joved daughter, was written by J. G. Zimmer- 
man; and marks the piety of his own mind, as 
. well as the influence of Hebe strveg on the amiable 


fubject of his forrow. H 


“ May I be permitted here to give a fhort ac- 
count of a young perfon whofe memory Tam 
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e cxtremely anxious to preferve? The world was 
unacquainted with her excellence; fhe was known 
to thofe only whom fhe has left behind to, bewail 
her lofs. Her fole pleafures were thofe which a 
retired and virtuous life affords. She was active, 
invariably mild, and always compaffionate to the 
miferies of others. Diffident of her own powers, 
fhe relied with perfe& confidence on the good- 
nels of God, and liftened attentively to the pre- 
cepts of a fond parent. Taught by my expe- 
rience, fubmitting to my judgment,’ fhe. enter- 
tained for me the moft ardent affection ;. and con- 
vinced me, not by profeflions, but by aétions, 
of her fincerity. Willingly would I have refign- 
ed my life to have faved hers; and I am fatisfied 
that fhe would cheerfully have given up her own 
to preferve mine. One of my greateft plea- 
fares was to pleafe her, and my endeavours for 
that purpofe were moft gratefully returned. She 
frequently prefented me with a rofe, which fhe 
knew was my favourite flower. I ever received 
it from her band with delight, and preferved it as 
-a rich treafure?” ‘ 


«From her earlieft infancy, fhe had been the 
fubnifive victim of ill health. But though ofa 
weak frame of body, and very deeply afflicted, 
fhe bore her fufferings with fteady fortitude, and 
-pious refignation to the difpenfations of heaven. 
Her appetite was, almoft gone when we left 
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Swifferland ; a refidence which, though pecu- 


liarly endeared to her, fhe quitted with her ufual 
fweetnefs of temper, and without difcovering the 


fmalleft regret. Soon after our arrival at Ha- 
nover, fhe fell intoadeep decline, which, at length 


terminated ih a hemorrhage of the lungs, of a 


very uncommon nature, that {oon deprived me of 
the comfort of this beloved child. From the 
Knowledge I had of her conftitution, I apprehend- 
ed that the diforder would prove mortal. How 
frequently during that fatal day did my wounded, 
‘bleeding heart, bend me on ay knees before God, 
to fiypultleael for her recovery! But I concealed 
my feelings from her obfervation. Although 


fenfible of her danger, fhe never difcovered the — 


leaft apprehenfion. Smiles played around her 
pallid cheeks, whenever I entered or quitted the 


‘room. Though worn down by the fatal diftemper, 


a preyto the moft corroding forrows, the tharpeft 
and imoft afflicting pains, fhe made no complaint. 


She mildly anfwered all my queftions by fome 


fhort fentence, without entering into any detail. 
Her decay and impending diffolution became 


obvious to the eye ; but to the Jaft moment of 


her life, her countenance preferved a ferenity 


correfpondent to the purity of her mind, and the > 
tender emotions of her heart..... Thus I beheld my 
dear, my only daughter, at the age of five-and- 


twenty, after a tedious fuffering ef nine long. 


.months, expire in my arms.” - 
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“®Duting the fhort time we pafled.at Hanover, 
where fhe was much refpected and beloved, the 
amufed herfelf by compofing feveral religious - 
pieces, which were afterwards found among her 
papers; and in which fhe implores death to af-_ 
ford her a {peedy relief from her pains... About 
the fame period, fhe wrote alfo many letters, 
which were always affecting, and frequently fub-» 
lime. They were filled with expreflions of the 
fame defire {peedily to unite her foul with the Au- 
thor of her being. The lait words that my dear, 
my excellent child uttered, araidit the moft pain- 
ful agonies, were thefe; “To-day I thall tafte 
the joys of Heaven !”? 


JAMES HAY BEATTIE. 


JAMES HAY BEATTIE, fon of Dr. James Be- 
attie, profeflor of moral philofophy and logic in 
the univerfity of Aberdeen, was born in the year 
1768. Ife died early in life, at the age of twen- 
’ ty-two; but wifdom, not years, is the gray hair 
toman, and unfpotted life is old age. 


This young man poffeffed a fine genius, great 
vigour of underftanding’, and a very uncommon 
portion of learning and knowledge: but what 
renders him a fubje& proper for thefe memoirs, 
js that rectitude of heart, and genuine piety, by 
which he was fo eminently diftinguifhed. 
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We thall fele& a few traits of the life ait’ 
character of this excellent youth, as proofs of his . 
uncommon merit, and of the power of religion 
on his mind. 


~ His father never had occafion to reprove hin 
above three or four times, during the whole of 
suis life: bodily: chaftifement he never experienced 
at all. It would indeed have been moft unreafona- 
ble to apply this mode of difcipline to one, whofe 
fupreme concern it ever was to know his duty, 
and to do it.. The firft rules of morality which 
his father taught him were, to fpeak truth, and 
keép a fecret;. and it never-appeared that in a 
fingle inftance he tranfgrefled either. His whole 
behaviour, at fchool and college, was not only 
irreproachable, but exemplary. In the year 1787, 
the king, upon the recommendation of the uni- 
verfity of Marifchal college, was pleafed to ap- 
point him affittane profeffor of moral philofophy 
and logic. His age was then not quite nineteen ; 
but to the gentlemen of the univerfity his character 
was fo well known, that they moft readily, as 
well as unanimoufly, concurred in the recommen- 
dation. His fteadinefs, good-nature, and felf-com- 


-mand, fecured his authority as,a,teacher ; and_by 


his prefence of mind, and ready recollection, he 
Aatisfied his audience that, though young, he was 


_ abundantly qualified -to inftruct them, : 
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Piety and meeknefs were ftriking features in 


his character, habitaz! to him in infancy, and 
through life. The Chriftidn religion ‘and its 
evidences he had ftudied with indefatigable ap- 


. plication ; and the confequence was fuch, as may 


always be expected in like cafes, where the in- 
quirer has candour and fenfe: no perfon could 
love his religion more than he did, or believe in 
it with fuller affurance of faith. But in his beha- 
viour there was no aufterity or fingularity. The 
effect of religion upon his mind was, to make him 
cheerful, confiderate, benevolent, intrepid, hum- 
ble, and happy. He loved the whole human race ; 
he bore a particular love to Chriftians ; and-he 
wifhed all parties to exercife’Chriftian charity to- 
wards each other. He wifhed to be, and to be 
confidered as, a Chriftian: a title which he 
thought infinitely more honourable than any othex.. 


The purity and the delicacy of his mind were 
great; and, in one fo young, were truly admir- 
able, and worthy: of imitation. He was aware of 
the danger of admitting indelicate or improper 
thoughts into his mind ; for he knew that aflocia- 
tions of ideas, difapproved both by reafon as incon- 
gruous, and by confcience as immoral, might in a 
moment be formed, in confequence of inadver- 
tency, even when there was no fettled propen- 
fity to evil. His attention was continually 
awake, to learn, although from the flighteft hint, 
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or moft trivial circumftance, what might be uie- 
ful, in purifying his mind, regulating his epndact, 
or gape oving his underitanding. 


He was almoft conftantly occupied in difcharg- 
ing the duties of his office, in performing acts 
af kindnefs, or in planning works. of literature 
for the benefit of mankind; and there is every 
reafon to believe, that if his life had been length- 
ened, he would have been eminently ufeful in the 
world. But it pleafed Divine Providence to per- 


_ mit this promifing youth to be cut down by dif 


eafe, in the morning of life. When his*diforder 
had made great progrefs, and he faw death ap- 
proaching, he met it with his ufual calmnefs and 
refignation, One evening, while he was expect- 


ing the phyfician, whom he had fent for in the be- 


lief that he was juft going to expire, he fweetly 
faid, “ How pleafant a medicine is Chriftianity ” 


He fometimes endeavoured to reconcile his fa- 
ther’s mind to the thought of parting with him ; 
but, for fear of giving him pain, fpoke feldomand 
fparingly on that fubje@. ““ One day,” fays his 
father, “when I was fitting by him, he began to 


- fpeak in very affectionate termis, ashe often had 


done, of what he called my goodnefs to him. 
I begged him to drop that fubje& ; and was pro- 


ceeding to tell him, that I had never done any 


thing for him but what duty required, and incli- 
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asec prompted; and that, for the little I had 
done, his filial piety, and other virtues, were to 
me more than a fufficient recompenfe,....when he 
interrupted me, (which he was not apt to do) 
and, ftarting up, with inexpreffible fervour and 
folemnity, implored the bleffing of God upon me. 
His look at that moment, though I fhall never 
forget it, Lan defcribe in no. other way than by 
faying, that it feemed to have in it fomething 
more than human, and what I may, not very 
improperly perhaps, call angelic. Secing me 
agitated, he expreffed concern for what he had 
done ; and faid that, whatever might be in his 
mind, he would not any more put my feelings to 
fo fevere a trial. Sometimes, however, warm 
fentiments of gratitude would break from him : 
and thofe were the only occafions on which, dur- 
ing the whole courfe of his illnefs, he was obfer- 
ved to thed tears, till the day before his death ; 
when he defired to fee his brother, gave him his 
blefling, wept over him, and bid him farewell.” 
ad 

The preceding traits of the life and. virtues of 

thisamiable and accomplifhed youth, are taken 


from “ An account of his life and charaer,?, 


written and publithed by his very worthy father, 
Dr. James Beattie; to which publication the 
cowpiler refers the reader for further particulars. 
He will find it a well-written, inftruétive, and 


moft interefting detail of the fentiments and con- 


duct of this excellent young man, 
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We cannot better clofe this memoir, thar. by 
tranfcribing the pious and pathetic lines of his 
father, at the conclufion of that work. “TI have 
loft the pleafanteft, and, for the laft four or five 
years of his fhort life, one of the moft inftruc- 
tive: companions, that ever man was delighted 
with.* But, ‘The Lord gave; the Lord hath ta- 
ken away: bleffed be the name of the Lord.’....I 
adore the Author of all Good, who gave him grace 
to lead fuch a life, and die fuch a death, as 
makesit impoffible for a Chriftian to doubt of his 
having entered upon the inheritance of a happy 
immortality.” . 


° 


CONCLUSION. 


THE Reader has been prefented, in the pre- 
ceding colleétion, with the teftimonies and expe- 
rience of a number of his fellow-creatures, of dif- 
ferent periods, countries, profeffions, and fitua- 


tions in life ; all uniting in their atteftation to the 
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‘power and excellence of true religion, as- our 
fare foide- and confolation through time, and 
the only means of. fecuring eieraal happineds. 
This folemn and concurrent, teftimony i is of great 
weight, as it proceeds from fone of the moft emi: 
nent perfons that ever have appeared in the world, 
whether we confider their ftation, their abilities, 
or their virtue. The wifdom and experience of 
fuch characters, addrefling us on a fubject of the 
moft interefting nature, is certainly an obje@ of 
great moment, and one that claims our ferious 
and reverent attention. 


Some of them feem not to havé been deeply 
impreffed with religious confiderations, till near 
the termination of their days; and they have then 
had to lament the mifapplication of their time, and 
the poftponing the great end for which they had 
a being.---Others appear to have made an early, 
or more feafonable, choice of virtue and goodnels 
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fetheir portion; and to have {pent a great part 
‘of their lives in the fear and love of God, and in 
doing good to mankind: they have enjoyed that 
peace of mind, which the world could neither give 
nor take away; and a cheering well-grounded 
hope has accompanied them tothe clofing fcene, 
that there was referved for them a crown of im-. 
mortal honour. What an evidence on behalf of 
piety and virtue! What a diffuafive from vice 


_ and folly! and how animating to. weary tra< 


vellers, to perfevere in the paths of goodnefs, and 
to keep their eyes fixed on that ha y-country, 


where: they too fhall reft for ever m all their 
“ : . 


labours ! % “ay 


But we live in a world of danger and tempta- 
tion. Propenfities to evil are powerful. The 
riches, honours, and pleafures of life, are con- 
tinually alluring us to an immoderate love and 
purfuit of. them. The fubtle enemy of all good 
is perpetually on the watch to avail himfelf of our 
weaknefs and expofure, and to enfnare and de- 
ftroy us. Our fafety, therefore, confilts in being 
always on our guard, and in fteadfaftly refitting 
every approach of evil. 


But who is fafficient for thefe things? in this 
ficuation, how fhall we preferve our innocence, 
maintain the warfare, and finally become vidto- 
rious?--Thiere is not a more evident and im. 


7 ee | 


CONCLUSION. 


— 
portant truth, than that this power is not of Gs: 
felves; but that it proceeds from the grace of 

_God, unto whom we are direéted to apply daily, 
for prefervation in temptation, and deliverance 
from evil. The perufal of valuable books, reflec- 
tion, converle, and other means of moral and in- 
tellectual improvement, are indeed of great-ufe 
and importance. Befides enlarging the mind, 
and promoting our temporal comfort and advan- 
tage, they may be the means of fpreading before 


religions and may occafion fome defires for the 
pofleflion of that happinefs which it confers: but 
unlefS the pivine atp be fought for and fuper- 
added, they will be defeSive in “principle, and 
will not be able to produce that {trength of re- 
folution, and fteady perfeverance, which are ne- 
ceffary to crown our labours with fuccefs. Inte- 
reft, paffion, depraved inclination, and the love 
of the world, in conftant operation, are too pow- 
erful to be controlled, by flight and temporary 
convictions of mind, or feeble and tranfient wifhes 
of the heart. 


May we, therefore, never re{t fatisfied even 
with clear apprehenfions of our duty, juft fenti- 
ments of the amiablenefs and excellence of Re- 
ligion, and frequent defires to be its difciples, 
and partake of its felicity; nor be content with 
cultivating the moft refined and regular ideas on 


usa | pleafing view of the beauty and excellence of 


re) ze 


works of the moft corre& and elegant writers; and are diftin- 
guithed by their purity, propriety, and, in many inftances, 
elegance of diction. With the many performances of the like 
kind which have been prefented to the public, the prefent will 
not fuffer, in any refpect, by a comparifon,” - ia 
European Magazine, O&ober, 1799. 


* There is very confiderable merit in this compilation, the 
contents of which are pretty equally made up of the agrecable 
and the ufeful, After a careful infpection, we feel ourfelves 
bound in juftice to remark; that it comprifes much more no- 
velty, than any compilation of the fame fize, that ever-came 
into our hands. ‘Three objects are propofed by Mr. Murray, 
in giving this volume to the world: firft, to improve youth in 
the indifpenfable art of reading ; fecondly, to meliorate their 
language and fentiments; and thirdly, to inculcate fome of the 
moft important principles of piety and yirtue——The articles fe- 
lected for the firft of thefe purpofes, are peculiarly ‘calculated 
for exercifing the various paufes, inflections, and modulations 
of the voice: they are judicioufly diverfified and proportioned, 
and accurately punctuated. In purfuance of his fecond object, 
Mr. Murray has made his felections from the moft correc 
and elegant, writers; and purity, propriety, and perfpicuity, of 
courfe, characterize them.—In his third department, we find 
extracts flrongly tending to promote piety and virtue. ‘They 
place religion in the moft amiable light; and recommend the 
moral duties, by proving the excellence of their nature, and the 
happy effects which they produce. In no part.of the work do 
we meet with an expreflioa that might gratify a corrupt; or 
vitiate a pure mind: nor a fentiment that can offend the ear 
© of innocence. The Pervfal of the Sacred Scriptures is power- 
fully recommended, by the frequent infertion of the moft fub- 
lime, beautiful; and interefting paflages of thefe invaluable 
writings. Bat though the general caft of the volume partakes 
more of the grave than the gay, yet it is not without a con- 
fiderable portion of rational amufement; and as it is ferious 
without enthufiafin or fuperftition, fo it is cheerful without 
levity —We do not fear difercditing our! judgment, by recom- 
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mending to all fects and degrees of people this portable volurge 
which, though profefledly conipiled for the ipagion of youth 
will not be found unufeful to perfons of riper years.” 

New London Review, Fuly, 1799. 


« This work may be recommended as a ufeful companion to 

the young of both fexes.” Griiical Review, Fuly, 179): 
s 

« We have formerly mentioned, with praife, “ Englifh Ex- 


ercifes,” by this Author. ‘The prefent publication is well 
adapted for the ufe'of young perfons. ‘The felections are made 


with good tafte; and with a view to moral and religious im- ~ 
provement, as well as. mere entertainment. It has alfo the 


merit of being neatly and perfpicuoufly printed, and et the 
fame time very cheap Briijfh Critic, April, 1800. 

“ This felection reflects much credit on the tafte of the Com- 
piler; and the arrangement of the various pieces is judicious. 
The different authors, from whom thefe extracts are taken, en- 
force virtue by the graces of their compofition, The prelimi- 
nary rules for enunciation are ufeful, and clearly delivered. We 
therefore recommend this fmal} volume to thefe who with to 
attain, without the help of inftructers, the important advan- 
tages of thinking and {peaking with propriety ;—but a very 
diligent perufal is neceflary to render the compilation ufeful to 
perfons of this defcription.” Monthly Review, Auguft, 1799. 


2. 
SEQUEL TO 
THE ENGLISH READER, 
ELEGANT SELECTIONS, 


IN, PROSE. AND POETRY. 


Defigned to improve the higheft Clafs of Learners in rea4- 
ing; to eftablifh a Tafte for juft and accurate Compofition ; 
and to promote the Interefls of Piety and Virtue. 


LSet “eo ( 27% ) 
aa 
Tn our Review for OMober 1799, p. 253, we noticed the 
publication to which this is a fequel in thofe terms of approba- 
tion which we thought it deferved. ‘The prefent volume, to 
ufe the words of the Editor, “ purfues the fame objects as the 
former work; it preferves the fame chafte attention to the 
morals of youth; its materials are taken from the moft correct 
and elegant writers; and as the pieces are generally more ex- 
tended, and contain a greater variety of ftyle and compofition, 
it is calculated to improve, both in {chools and in private fami- 
lies, the higheft clafs of young readers.” ‘The introduction of 
feveral pieces which difplay the beauty and excellence of the 
Chriftian Religion is particularly to be commended.” 
European Magazine, for Auguft r800. 


“ The charaéter that we formerly gave of Mr. Murray’s 
“ Enclifh Reader,” is juftly applicable to the prefent fupple- 
mental volume. Its contents are drawn from the moft correct 
and elegant writers; and in the felection all due attention has 
been paid by the Compiler, to preferve untainted the morals, 
at the fame time that he agreeably amufes and improves the 
minds of the rifing generation.” 

Gentleman’s Magazine, O&eber 1800. 


“ The favourable reception given by the public to the “ En- 
glifhh Reader,” induced Mr. Murray to compile the prefent 
Sequel—The authors who have furnifhed the felections are 
Addifon, Dr. Johnfon, Hume, Lord Lyttelton, Blair, Beattie, 
&c. The poets are Gay, Parnel, Young, Gray, Goldfmith, and 
others. The pieces in general are well chofen.” 

Critical Review, Auguft 1800. 


® We congratulate our youth, and the country in general, on 
the laudable perfeverance of our author in extending his ele- 
gant felections. The prefent publieation is evidently dire@ed 
to the fame important object, which he has uniformly purfued 
in all his former works; the further improvement of the mind 
and the heart, in every genteel accomplifhment, and every 
defirable virtue. To keep the tafte and imagination uncon- 
taminated, he prefents the pureft moralitics in the fweeteft and 


moft attraGtive language and, by an early and affiduovat- 
tention to the polifh of thought and expreflion, he infenfibly 
ftrengthens the out-works of virtue. Infpiring the mind with 
the love of elegance, by placing habitually before her the fineft 
fentiments, agreeable views of nature, captivating figures of 
life and manners, and whatever is moft delightful and umpref- 
five within the range of cultivated fancy, leads gradually from 
amufement to inftru@ion; from what pleafes to what informs ; 
and from habits of intelle€tual indulgence, to purfuits of moral 
worth. ‘This is the true fecret of a polite and virtuous educa- 
tion, which no mak: feems to underftand better than our author, 
er adopts means more likely to accomplifh it. Both his “ En- 
glifh Reader” and “ Sequel’ to that performance, do equal 
credit to his tafte and principles; and we cannot perform a 
more neceffary duty to the public, or do a greater fervice to 
our readers, than by recommending thofe fruits of his diligence 
te public perufal.” London Review, for Auguft 1800. 


: 3. 
_ ENGLISH GRAMMAR, 


Adapted to the different Claffes of Learners. With an Appen- 
dix, containing Rules and Obfervations, for afifting the more 
advanced Students to write with Perfpicuity and Accuracy. 


—— 


“ This is aipublication of much merit, and fully anfwers the 
profeffions in the ‘Title. The Appendix contains fome of the 
beft Rules for writing elegantly, and with propriety, that we 
recolle& to have feen.” Monthly Review; Fuly, 1796. 


“ This *Grammiar is, on many accounts, entitled to commen- 
datory notice. Its materials have been carefully and judicioufly 
felected ; its arrangement is diftint, and well adapted to the 
purpofe of inftruction ; and its expreflion is fimple, perfpicuous, 
and accurate. The Compiler has obferved a due medium be- 
tween extreme concifenefs, and extreme minutenefs of detail ; 
and he has very properly diftinguithed the leading heads from 
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the fubordinate illuftrations, by printing them in a larger 
letter,” &c. Analytical Review, Fune, 1796. 


“There appears, in this Grammar, a confiderable fhare .of 
judicious analyfis and arrangement.’ 'The Author applies his 
philological rules, with great fuccefs, to fome of the more 
ftriking anomalies in Englifh phrafeology.”. 

Britifh Critic, Nov. 1796. 


“ We have, on a former occafion, expreffed the fatisfaction 
that we derived from the firft publication of this work; and 


we have only to add, concerning the prefent edition, that the 


alterations and additions, though not very large, are judicious, 
and therefore, fo far, improvements; and that we confider the 
work as very fuperior to moft, if not all, of its predeceffors on 


the fame fubject.” Monthly Review, January, 1798. 


Bais 
ENGLISH EXERCISES, 


Adapted to the GRAMMAR lately publifoed by ay Murray ; 
Confifting of « 


ExempuiricaTions of the Parts of Sprecn; INsTANCES 
of Falfe OrTuoGRaAPUy; VIOLATIONS of the Rures of Syn- 
vax; Derecrs im Puncruarion; and Vio.aTions of the 
Roves refpecting Perseicuiry and Accuracy. Defigned for 
the Benefit of private Learners, as well as for the Ufe of Schools. 


“ We have been much pleafed with the perufal of thefe 
Exercifes. ‘They occupy, with diftinguifhed excellence, a moft 
important place in the Science of the Englifh Language; and, 
as fuch, we can warmly recommend them to the teachers of 
fchools, as well as to all thofe who are defirous of attaining 
correctnefs and precifion in their native tongue.” 

Monthly Review, Fuly, 1797. 


“ For a particular account of the very ufeful Englifh Gram- 
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mar, to which thefe Exercifes refer, we muft requeft our read+_ 
ers to turn. back to Review, Vol. xxiii. page 646. The value 
of that work is greatly increafed by this large collection of 
examples, under the heads above mentioned. They are felected 
with great judgment, and very happily adapted to the purpofe 
of correcting common errors in writing and f{peaking: they af 


ford the learners a large field of employment; which,’carefully 
gone through, either in writing or orally, will not fail to pro- 
duce a habit of attention to accuracy.—With refpe@ to the 
matter, as well as the language of thefe examples, we are much 
pleafed with the Author's, choice: both vulgarity and pecu- 
Warity of fentiment, are judicioufly avoided.” 

Analytical Review, Sept. 1797. 


« Thefe Exercifes are, in general, well calculated to promote 
the purpofe of information, not only with regard to orthogra- 
phy and punctuation, but alfo in point of phrafeology, fyntax, 
and precife perfpicuity of compofition.” 

Critical Review, O&ober, 1797. 


* This book has been aceidentally miflaid; but we willingly 
repeat the praife we formerly gave the Author for his Englifh 
Grammar. There is great judgment fhown in thefe Exercifes; 
and, what is no common merit, the greateft perfpicuity in the 
adaptation of the examples to the feveral rules.” 

Britifo Critic, November, 1798: 
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The celebrated Dr. BLAIR, late profeffor of rhetoric and belles let= 
tres, in the univerfity of Edinburgh, has given bis opinion of the 
Grammar and Exercifes conjointly, in the following words. 

“ Mr. Lindley Murray’s Grammar, with the Exercifes and 

“ the Key in a feparate volume, I efteem asa moft excellent per- 

“ formance. I think it fuperior to any work of that nature we 

* have yet had; and am perfuaded that it is, by much, the beft 

* Grammar of the English Jenguage extant. On Syntax, in 

“ particular, he has fhown a wonderful degree of acutenefs and 

“ precifion, in afcertaining the propriety of language, and in 
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ean the numberlefs errors which writers ate apt. to 
commit. Moft ufeful thefe books muft certainly, be to all 
who are applying Fhemipivegs to the arts of compofition.” 
Odtcber, 1800, 


The Sallowing 3 is extracted from the Manthly Magoriess iy, Anam: 
rican Review, Ogtobery 1800. 


“ There is juft re-publifhed, an Englifh Sisal &e. by 
Lindley Murray. We have derived uncommon fatisiaion 
from the perufal of this performance. ‘Three American edi« 
tions of jt, at Bofton, New-York, and Philadelphia, have al- 
ready appeared; and do credit to the publiffiers, as well as to: 
our countrymen in general. .There is no department of ‘En- 
glifh Grammar overlooked by this author: and each is difcuffed 
with that due regard to accuracy, onthe one hand, and fim- 
plicity on the other, which the bufinefs of inftru@ion requires. 
‘The remarks on Profody are curious and valuable; and afford 
inftrn4tion on a property of our langnage too generally neglected 
or defpifed. The Appendix, in which the rules of correct com- 
pofition are concifely fated and explained, is highly ufeful-’ 


5 
AN ABRIDGMENT OF 


L. Morray’s Englifh Grammar. With an Appendix, con- 
taining an Exemplification of the Parts of Speech, Defigned 
for the younger Claffes of Learners. 


i 


“ Having already expreffed at latge our approbation of Mr. 
Marray’s Englifh Grammar, we have only, in announcing this 
Abridgment, to obferve, that it appears to us to be made 


with great judgment, and that we do not know a performance - 


of this kind better fitted for the ufe of children. This finall 
Grammar has alfo the recommendation of being very neatly 
printed. It may be very properly ufed as an introduction to 
the Author’s larger work.” | Analytical Review, Ofober, 2797: 


« An introdu@ory book on Grammar cannot be made too 
plain and fimple; and this Author has therefore done wifely, 
in feleting from his larger work, (noticed Brit. Crit. vol. viii. 
p: 566,) fuch particulars as form a convenient book of initiation 
for children. It is not intended by the Author, that the pre- 
fent Grammar fhould fuperfede his larger work, but that it 
fhould ferve as an introduétion to it. Englifh Grammars are 
now fo numerous, that felection becomes difficult; but Mr. 
Murray’sis certainly one of thofe that are well executed.” 

Britifh: Critic, 1798. 
See alfo the | Monthly Review, November, 1797+ 


6. 
THE 
PO i 
SOF 
RELIGION ON THE MIND, 


in retirement, affliGtion, and at the approach of death ; exempli~ 
fied in the teftimonies and experience of perfons dikinguifhed 

by their greatnefs, learning, or virtue. 
The Tenth Edition, corrected and greatly enlarged. 

a xe > 

-* We have had: frequent occafion to fpeak of the diligerice, 
good fenfe, and good intentions, of Mr. Murray ; and we con< 
gratulate him fincerely on the fuccefs of this particular work. 
We announce this edition, becaufe the alterations and additions 
are fo confiderable, that it is rendered almoft a new work; the 
nature of which alterations is explained in the Advertifement 


- placed before the Table of Contents. ‘Twenty-two characters 


have been added to the work, and much new biographical in- 
formation is introduced.” “  Britifh Critic, Fily, 180t. 


-* Tt would be unneceffary to notice this excellent work, 


which has already gone through nine editions, were it not for 
feveral important alterations and improvements that have taken 
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place in the prefent edition. It has been augmented with near~ 
ly a hundred pages of valuable matter: feveral of the former 
paffages, not immediately conneéted with the defign, have been 
omitted : it is divided into chapters, and the pieces are arranged 
in chronological order.—We cannot exprefs our opinion of the 
work more juftly, than by ufing the language of the editor, 
who obferves, that it “ Exhibits ftriking examples, which, in 
the quiet hour of refle&tion, may contribute to arreft the care~ 
lefs and wandering; to animate the fincere and virtuous; and 
to convince or difcountenance thofe who have been unhappily 
Jed to oppofe the moft important truths, and to forfake the 
fountain of all their bleflings.” — Union Magazine, Fuly, 180%. 


“ On reviewing this book, in its improved form, we find the 
facts unqueftionable and highly interefting—the ftyle correct 
and neat—and the general tendency of the work fuch as in- 
duces us flrongly to recommend it, efpecially to our young 
readers; who love entertainment, mingled with inftruction.” 

. Bvangelical Magazine, September, 180%. 


“ That ¢ examples draw where precepts fail, is a truth which 
has been acknowledged in all ages and nations; and, on the 
ftrength of this principle, Mr. Murray has had recourfe to ex- 
perience, in eyincing the power and importance of religion. 
He has thus furnifhed an interefting collection of teftimonies; 
and we wonder not, that a work fo inftructive and amufing, 
as well as impreflive, fhould have been generally patronifed. 
It is a book which may be read with profit, by perfons in all 
fituations: and, with the rifing generation, it may anfwer the 
double purpofe of improving them in biography and in virtue.” 


Manthly Review, Augu/t, 1801; 
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* On the two volumes of the Englith Reader, by Lindley 
“ Murray, I could beftow much praife, for the judicioufnefs 
“and propriety of the fele&ion, were it not that my own wri- 
“ tings are honoured with fo great a place in the work. Cer- 
“ vainly the tendency of the whole is of the beft kind, and does 
“honour to the worthy defigns and. intentions of the author. 
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« To all the friends of religion, the book on the Poaier Wie 
“ ligion on the Mind, with the apt and ufeful exemplifications i it 
“ gives, cannot but be highly acceptable. I am happy to find 
* the praifes of the authors of different Reviews beftowed with 
“fo much judgment and propriety as. they are on the refpec= 
tive works of that author,” » Hugh Blair. 


7 
Speedily will be publifoed, 
INTRODUCTION 
TO 
THE ENGLISH READERS. 
OR, 


4 SELECTION OF PIECES, 
IN PROSE AND POETRY. 
Calculated to improve the younger Claffes of Learners, in 
veading; and to imbue their minds with the. love of, virtue. 
With Rules and Obfervations for alfifting Children to. read 
with propriety. 
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“ We have, on former occafions, given our opinion of Mr. 
Murray’s compilations, which the prefent volume has not al- 
tered or diuninifhed. The felection here offered to the public, 
is made with judgment; and we doubt not will be ufeful to 
. thofe for whofe inftruCion it is defigned.” 

European Magazine, Auguft, 180%. 


“© Animated by the favourable reception of the “ Englifh 
Reader,’ Mr. Murray here purfues the fame object; and has 
not only compiled: a judicious“and well-arranged. fupplement 
for the higher claffes of learners,* but, in order to complete his 
uadertaking, has prepared an Introduction to it, for the younger 


* The Sequel to the Englifh Reader. 
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as ada ies We Shave nd Y doebt that the public will be pleafed with 


“the: additions ‘to both the fronts. cof the original building. The 
whole is truly ufeful. and ES, Difplaying a found 
judgment, and adtuated by the pureft motives, this gentleman is 
indeed entitled to the fulleft praife. 

- “Tn the preface to the Zntroduétion, he obferves, that care has 
been taken to render the language of all the pieces correét and 
perfpicuous, that the young learner may improve in ftyle as 
well as in reading, and infenfibly acquire a tafte for accurate 
compofition—To imbue the ‘tender mind with a love of virtue 
and goodnefs, is an efpecial object of the prefent work; and 
with this view the pieces have been {crupuloufly felected; and, 
where neceflary, purified from every word and fentiment that 


* could offend the moft delicate mind. 


“Such a compilation may be fafely recommended, and put 
‘into the hands of youth ; and the rules and obfervations for affift= 
ing them to read with propriety, form to it a very fuitable intro- 
duction. Mr. Murray endeavours to correct thofe errors which 
children are apt to commit; and gives fome direCtions which, 
if obferved, cannot fail to make good readers. They are fhort; 
and it would be of fervice to young perfons, if they would im- 


print them on their memory.” 
Monthly Review, Auguft, 180%. 
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